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Community
Gary Bagwell

“Solitude does not necessarily mean living apart from others; rather, it
means never living apart from one’s self. It is not about the absence
of other people—it is about being fully present to ourselves, whether
or not we are with others.”
Parker Palmer
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Sharing Fund
a sense of the needs that f(F)riends are experiencing. If you are in difficult financial circumstances due to the COVID-19 pandemic and
the “shelter-in-place” orders, and you want to
apply for a sharing fund grant, please send an
email to Dan Strickland or Robin DuRant that
describes your situation and your unmet need.
The size of the grants has not been determined,
but they are likely to be three digits rather than
four.

orange grove meeting has a Sharing Fund.
Its purpose is to assist f(F)riends who have
encountered an unexpected financial setback. It
is not intended for long-term support but may
help in a pinch while you are figuring out Plan
B or Plan C.
The Clerks Committee (Co-Clerks of the
Meeting, of Pastoral Care, and of Worship &
Ministry) is tasked with administering the
Sharing Fund. First, the committee needs to get

Get in touch
Co-clerks

Robin Durant, Dan Strickland

Treasurer

Jane Krause

treasurer@ogmm.org

Archivists

Betsy Emerick, Steve Rosenbluth

archivist@ogmm.org

Database manager

Dan Strickland

admin@ogmm.org

Email announcments

Dan Strickland

announce@ogmm.org

Record editors

Mitch Cox, Zac Rigg, Ellen Weis

clerk@ogmm.org

For a full list of individual contacts, visit ogmm.org
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record@ogmm.org

Activities
After words

Friendly Bible study

On the third Sunday of each month, the Worship
and Ministry Committee hosts a time that we
call “After words.” Bring your questions about
Quakerism in general, our meeting for worship,
or other subjects of interest to you. We will meet
online using Zoom after the rise of Meeting, at
about 12:45 pm. All are welcome. Gary Bagwell,
clerk of W&M.

Our Friendly Bible study meets every fourth
Sunday at 9 am. For nearly two years now we
have enjoyed exploring the various contexts of a
given passage and relating them to personal and
societal experience. It is a peer-led study and we
take turns hosting. It has been fun to see how
each has their own way to approach the texts.
Contact Anthony Manousos or Jochen Strack for
Zoom details.

Crafty Quakers

Women’s Bible study

Due to Covid-19 Crafty Quakers is now meeting
via Zoom. We will be meeting the first and third
Wednesdays from 7 to 9 pm. Please join us for
good discussions and working on craft projects.
Contact Jane Krause for Zoom details.

The women’s Bible study meets every first
Wednesday from 7 to 8:30 pm. It’s like the Friendly
Bible study but longer, allowing more time for
sharing personal experiences. Contact Kwang-hee
Park for Zoom details.

Mid-week meeting for worship

Adult education

Mid-week evening meeting for worship will occur
the second Wednesday of each month, from 7 to
8pm. The Zoom link will remain open until 8:30
pm for fellowship. Gary Bagwell, clerk of W&M

Adult education classes will be held on First Days
(Sundays), 10:00 am, using the same Zoom link
as Meeting for Worship. Check the calendar at
ogmm.org for the most up-to-date programming.

Ubuntu Fellowship

Quaker book club

Transformative Racial Healing on the Road
to the Beloved Community. Join us on the last
Wednesday of the month to worshipfully share
with one another about systemic racism and
white supremacy in the United States. With
Cecelia Valentine, Kindred Gottlieb, and Phil
Way. Contact Kindred for details.

Quaker book club meets the first Thursday of the
month. We will discuss the next book via Zoom
on February 4, at 7:30 pm. Contact Dan Strickland for details.
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My community or yours?
Edith Salisburry
in these last days of the last month of 2020, the Each person could see the color spot of everyone else
days are shorter and the nights longer. I sit—some- but not their own. The instructions were: Find your
times lie—here, waiting for vaccination. I am in group without using any words.
The flurry of activity that followed left me feeling
line, sleeve rolled up, ready for the word “next” and
the needle that promises salvation. Winter Solstice confused and mind boggled. Some people were
has come and gone. The days are getting longer and standing together, others were running from one
“group” to another and being waved away. I was led
dreams of a vaccination dance in my fantasies.
Meanwhile, I think a lot, mental activity being to several “groups” only to be urgently appropriated
one of my mainstays in these days of isolation. by someone else. One person tried to get everyone
Thoughts of community, the Record topic for this to hold hands by pulling them across the room and
waning year, fill my mind. The word is used with forcing them to join hands. That did not seem to work.
increasing frequency. There are black, Asian, brown, The avp facilitators looked on silently and perhaps
Native American, town, village, Quaker, people-of- bemusedly. I soon realized that the anxiety the group
faith, and infinitely more “communities.” Today, I seemed to be feeling in the struggle to “find their
was offered membership in a political community for group” left me wanting to retreat. I stepped aside and
a mere 25 dollar donation. Such range and variety in refused all attempts to move me from my refuge. As I
how people think of the concept of community begins watched the swirling bodies I began to feel calmness
and clarity about how to find my “group”. I took the
to render it meaningless.
We Quakers have a defining testimony which hands of the two nearest participants without looking
suggests to us a set of shared convictions regarding at their color spots and looked calmly at everyone
community. Faith and Practice tells us “The spirit else. Miraculously, the others took the hands of those
calls Friends to acknowledge their connection to nearest them. As the circle neared completion one
one another and to all creation.” And also, “ Living group facilitator asked, “Are we part of this, too?” We
by faith is not a private matter. It calls us outward to nodded affirmatively and that was it. We had found
the needs of the community at large.” There are also our group and it was all of us.
Perhaps the so-called communities in our world
queries which ask us to consider what commitment
to community means. Faith and practice reminds us are really individual groups. Each group has its own
“At its best, the Meeting community provides a frame- identity and purpose and is vital in the care and
work for us to learn and practice mutual care, which wellbeing of all. But each is limited in what can be
strengthens us as we act in the world.” Although achieved if thought of as “The Community.” Like
we are all familiar with this Quaker thinking about atoms of oxygen the group makes life possible, but if
community, I have repeated it here because it is foun- oxygen does not combine with hydrogen, carbon, and
nitrogen to form other vital life-sustaining compounds,
dational to our lives.
These words to live by take me back to a time there will be no life. Do we Quakers and other groups
several years ago when I was part of an Alternatives to focus more on our chosen—or in some cases, given—
Violence learning experience. One of the activities that identities at the expense of the community of all? Are
weekend was especially profound. All participants we not each related to all in a bond that opens our
were affixed with a small color spot on their foreheads. being to the deepest spiritual truths and sustains life?
5

A picture from First Day school by Lina Rosenbluth
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What does the beloved community
mean to Quakers
Anthony Manousos

The Beloved Community is bigger than the
Quaker community, just as God is too big to fit into
one denomination or religion. I also have experienced
the Beloved Community in the interfaith peace and
justice work that I have been called to do, and which
I have written about in my book, Quakers and the
Interfaith Movement (Quaker Universalist Fellowship,
2013).
Over the 15 years I have been involved with
groups like Interfaith Communities United for Justice
and Peace (icujp) and the Parliament of the World’s
Religions. icujp started in Los Angeles right after
Sept. 11, 2001, when Muslim, Christian and Jewish
religious leaders came together and decided to form
an organization devoted to peace and justice, with the
slogan: “Religious communities must stop blessing
war and violence.” We meet every Friday morning to
listen to peace and justice activists, we organize educational forums and vigils, and from time to time we
engage in civil disobedience. One of the high points
of my life was getting arrested and going to jail at a
demonstration sponsored by icujp. (I have also been
arrested at demonstrations sponsored by Quakers.)
Civil disobedience is one of the nonviolent methods
used by the Beloved Community.
The Beloved Community is not only local, but
world-wide, as I discovered when I became part of
the Parliament of the World’s Religions. Started in
the 1990s, the Parliament organizes world-wide gatherings of 5,000–10,000 religious leaders from around
the world, dedicated to building understanding and
promoting peace and justice. I attended the Parliament
in Melbourne, Australia (and used that opportunity to
visit Quaker meetings and attend Australia YM). I also
attended the Parliament in Salt Lake City, where I had
the opportunity to hear Rev. William Barber, whom

“Within Friends’ spiritual community, the collective search for truth, undertaken in the Meeting
for Worship, is the foundation for the beloved
community to which Friends aspire.”
according to the king center, “Dr. Martin Luther
King popularized the notion of the ‘Beloved Community’… as a society based on justice, equal opportunity,
and of one’s fellow human beings.”
It is also a society where economic justice prevails: “Dr.
King’s Beloved Community is a global vision in which
all people can share in the wealth of the earth. In the
Beloved Community, poverty, hunger, and homelessness will not be tolerated because international standards of human decency will not allow it. Racism and
all forms of discrimination, bigotry, and prejudice will
be replaced by an all-inclusive spirit of sisterhood and
brotherhood.”
When I think of the Beloved Community, I
also think of the work of our Quaker organizations,
American Friends Service Committee and Friends
Committee on National Legislation. Both organizations embody the values espoused by Dr. King. For
the past decade I have served on the General Board
of fcnl and am deeply impressed with how fcnl uses
Quaker process to achieve goals worthy of Dr. King:
“We seek a world free of war and the threat of war. We
seek a society with equity and justice for all. We seek
a community where every person’s potential may be
fulfilled. We seek an earth restored.”
At fcnl we meet together in Quaker worship and
seek input from and work with Quakers across the
theological spectrum: Evangelical, pastoral, unprogrammed, universalist. We also work in coalition with
other faith-based advocacy groups. We are inclusive
and non-partisan.
7

Left to Right: Alexandra Hopkins, Edith Salisbury, Kim Hopkins, Nina Rivinus and Cliff Lester.

then, I have learned that David has been diagnosed
some consider the spiritual heir of Dr. King.
A pastor from North Carolina, Barber is with a life-threatening illness, but that hasn’t stopped
committed to the Beloved Community and organized him from doing what he can for peace and justice. As
religious leaders to demonstrate every Monday at the an old Jewish saying goes (Rabbi Tarfon, Pirkei Avot
state capitol. (We followed his example and organized 2:21), “It is not your responsibility to finish the work
“moral Mondays” here in Pasadena to advocate for of perfecting the world, but you are not free to desist
affordable housing at the Civic Center.) Barber also from it either.”
How do we do the work of embodying the Belrevitalized the “Poor People’s Campaign,” which was
oved Community in Orange Grove Meeting? It starts
started by Dr. King to advocate for economic justice.
Barber is a powerful preacher. I heard him preach with honoring each other gifts and callings and
in Salt Lake City with two of my dearest activist showing loving kindness and respect towards one
Quaker friends: David Hartsough and Eisha Mason. another. In our Meeting we have doctors, nurses, therDavid is a life-long Quaker activist and marched with apists, writers, artists, actors, teachers, academics,
Dr. King when he was a teenager. Eisha Mason is a lawyers, gardeners, parents, grandparents, children,
former regional director of the AFSC. At one point, and much more. Each of us has different gifts: for
Rev. Barber did an “altar call for justice,” and invited hospitality, for clerking, for teaching, for organizing,
us to recommit our lives to the Beloved Community. for compassionate listening. Some of us have gifts we
Deeply moved, David, Eisha and I along with many aren’t even aware of. We become the Beloved Commuothers walked up to the podium as he prayed over us nity when we use our gifts to benefit not only our
and we felt the spirit that inspired Dr. King stirring Meeting community, but the world around us.
Pacific Yearly Meeting’s Faith and Practice
in our hearts. Looking in the eyes of my friends, I felt
reminds us that we have a responsibility to the larger
God’s presence among us.
It was more than just a feeling. A few months later, community. “Living by faith is not a private matter.
I found myself in Sacramento at a demonstration orga- It calls us outward to the needs of the community
nized by the Poor People’s Campaign, and there was at large.” We are also called to a higher purpose:
David Hartsough among those being arrested. Since “Following the Spirit’s leadings together, we hope to
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mid-1990s. It has since grown into a powerful coalition of churches, homeless service providers, former
city officials, experts on affordable housing, and
concerned citizens. Our efforts have influenced our
elected officials and made progress. While the homeless count has increased throughout LA County, it has
decreased by 54% in the last decade here in Pasadena.
The City Council has approved nearly 250 units of
affordable housing in the last two years, increased the
affordable housing set-aside for all new market-rate
developments from 15% to 20%, and is on track to
allow churches to build affordable housing on their
underutilized land. During the pandemic, we have
lobbied for an eviction moratorium and for emergency housing for the unhoused. We are one of the
most racially and ethnically diverse groups in our city,
committed to loving kindness and respect for each
other and everyone we encounter. We seek to work
and live in the spirit that inspired Dr. King.
Creating the Beloved Community is not only a
noble aspiration, it is also a labor of love. I thank God
that we are part of this loving and beloved community.

overcome the causes of racism, sexism, homophobia,
and the neglect or disrespect of children, the poor,
and the socially marginalized, in the world and in
ourselves.”
At Orange Grove Meeting, we have done much to
advance and embody the Beloved Community. We’ve
not only approved minutes on social justice and peace,
some of us have also signed petitions, gone to City
Council meetings and met with elected officials, taken
part in protests, volunteered to serve those in need,
put solar panels on our buildings and on our homes,
reduced our consumption of fossil fuel, practiced
vegetarianism and veganism. And much more!
When I was asked m to write about the Beloved
Community, the first thing that came to my mind was
the work that Jill and I are doing in the city of Pasadena to promote housing justice—a decent, safe and
affordable home for everyone, especially those who
are unhoused. Using a faith-rooted approach similar
to that of FCNL, our nonprofit Making Housing and
Community Happen (MHCH) started in the office
of the American Friends Service Committee in the

When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flocks,
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoners,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace...

By Howard Thurman
Originally printed in the December 1988 Friends Journal
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A community garden update
Rebekah Percy

in june of 2020, Friends from Orange Grove Meeting
gathered to initiate a community garden project.
About 20 Friends have so far participated throughout
planning calls and emails, helping organize work days,
picking and delivering fruits for donation to homeless
services organization Union Station, to researching
and applying for grant funding.
While the seed idea for this project came from
young people, it has now blossomed into an intergenerational effort. We aim for this ongoing project to
be a community-building opportunity for everyone,
both for new and longtime members of the meeting.
Everyone involved has been grateful to have something to look forward to during such turbulent times.
We see this unity with nature project as a wonderful
and important time for our young people to learn
about growing their own food and donating healthy
foods to others in need.
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We are now operating two projects:
1. A communal garden by and for Quakers at Pat
and Gary Wolff’s property in Arcadia, and
2. A community garden at Pacific Ackworth Friends
School that we plan to gift as a shared space to
the broader communities of the Pacific Ackworth
School and Temple City.
At the Wolff’s, we have already planted and
harvested a huge number of crops, including yams,
green beans, squash, zucchini, pumpkins, and
eggplant. We are still in the works of planning an
initial garden and soil preparation day at Pacific
Ackworth. This shared work has joyously brought the
community together, and we are excited to include
even more people as we move forward with the two
spaces. Please contact Zac Rigg, Cecelia Valentine, or
Pat Wolff for more information.
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Community
Gary Bagwell

community—I grasp the concept, but the word diate and I slept well. Next morning my ego rode as a
itself puzzles me. Etymology tells me that its root is passenger in my body as it dressed itself and drove to
in the Latin for “common,” but the community of Pasadena past the meeting house. I found that intercommentators about community take this to mean esting rather than alarming and recalled having passed
different things. To my eye, it simply flashes “with it years earlier when I frequently bicycled past on my
unity” with an actinic op-art intensity. This appears way to work. My close friend Peter in high school was
to have no basis in fact, according to those who study Quaker so I remembered noticing the building at the
such things enough to be referenced in a casual search time. The next day was Sunday and I was surprised
of the tangled webs of the internet. Apparently it isn’t to have the passive body-riding sensation repeat, but
the com-unitas as I perceive it but rather com-munia this time I found myself parking and walking up the
where munia is duties, public duties, and functions. steps to read the little pamphlets by the door. Cliff
Both the actual and my erroneous interpretations suggested that I could come in. I did. Friends were
describe our Quaker community rather well though, welcoming, and I’ve stayed more or less continuously
since, although there was a year when I strongly quesI think.
Friends have perhaps heard me self-describe as a tioned that choice after experiencing burnout. Choice?
“twisted loner.” I take a measure of perverse pride in Chance? Fate? Divine intervention? It doesn’t matter
my real or imagined outsider status, yet belong to a to me—I am part of this community. It is part of me.
When I began thinking towards writing about this
variety of communities—some by chance and some by
choice, some deeply and some peripherally. Simply by topic, I drew a rough Venn diagram of the communimy incarnation in this universe I am a Milky Wayfarer ties I participate in and how they overlay and interresiding in the Orion Spur of the Sagitarrian Arm, a weave. My high school community—the Punahou
member of the Sol-3 community of life. Choice or ‘ohana <Hawaiian: family>—shares several people
chance? This mammal, primate, hominid, human, with my Quaker community. Peter is at La Jolla mm,
cis-male, American boomer consciousness lacks his brother at Honolulu, a delightful couple who were
sufficient perspective to answer that. The speculative a few years behind me somewhere in the scqm. My
scenarios created by generations of spiritual seekers music community shares the most overlap with all the
here on Earth provide questionable answers which others I think, but they all intermingle—career, neighcan seemingly be believed yet not proven. In the multi- borhood, schools, Friends, relatives, fellow sufferers—
verse, as I dimly understand it, choice and chance are little circles of connection to other people with whom
deeply entwined. Our individual existences are like- I share the commonalities of being and the duties of
wise inseparable from the communities of which we becoming.
For a twisted loner I seem to be incredibly well
are a part.
I was brought to the Orange Grove community in connected, although I’m not as deeply involved in or
my early 40s by a force I preferred to witness rather committed to some of my other communities as I am
than resist. Brought to my knees by a collapse of self with Orange Grove. Thee all are the community I have
will fueled by psychotropic drugs and fear of death, I the most unity and duties with, and the most love for.
surrendered to G-d in desperation. Relief was imme- If I ever move I’ll cleanly sever my connections with
12

my condo association. I’ll continue to pay retiree dues
to my union but have little to do with the organization
of our membership. Someday age and infirmity may
rob me of my abilities to commune with my guitars,
but I hope to always hear the music of the spheres
which I’ve been chasing since childhood. When I die

I’ll quit voting and paying taxes and giving blood and
doing other citizenry things, leaving those communities behind. I may even quit attending Meeting then
too, but don’t count on it!
Cue woo-woo music and fade

Ben Lomond Quaker Center
Quaker Center is a retreat & conference center under the care of the Religious Society
of Friends. Almost every month, Quaker Center offers workshops on topics of interest
to Quakers and others. These programs are open to the general public. Scholarships
are available for those in need. Be sure to let the directors know about childcare needs
ahead of the workshop.

Upcoming online programs
February 5–7 2021
Quakerism in the Age of the Internet with Jon Watts, founder of QuakerSpeak
The internet is the most powerful, disruptive advance in mass communication technology since
the printing press. How are Friends led to engage with it? Through reflection, worship sharing,
and multimedia presentations, we will be exploring the past, present and future of Friends’
relationship with new communications technology and asking: what does the Quaker witness
look like in the age of the internet?
February 26–28 2021
The Gathered Meeting with Stanford Searl
This workshop explores various themes and challenges about the paradox of preparation for the
Quaker gathered meeting. Together, using a Quaker contemplative inquiry approach, we will
reflect upon four main themes connected to spiritual preparation that emerged from a research
project about the gathered meeting experience.

For more updates and program registration, visit us at www.quakercenter.org
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A Quaker statement on migration
Sonia Tuma

in december 2018, as part of the American Friends
Service Committee’s strategic planning process, AFSC
convened a meeting in London of representatives from
Quaker organizations in Britain and Europe, including
Quaker Peace and Social Witness, Britain Yearly
Meeting, the Quaker Center for European Affairs and
the Quaker United Nations Offices in New York and
Geneva. In addition to conferring on what might be
important for AFSC’s work over the next decade, representatives committed to working more closely together
in the future and took time to explore opportunities
for joint work. They mapped out the existing work of
each organization, looking for places of overlap as a
starting point for collaboration. Migration was determined as a topic that intersected most organizations
with a compelling urgency, given the despairing state
of migration globally. While their work is primarily
U.S.-based and therefore a little different in scope,
once the group determined that migration would be
the focus, Friends Committee on National Legislation
was invited to join the working group.
Over the last two years, these Friends’ organizations worked to develop our shared thinking that
culminated in the Quaker Statement on Migration.
The statement is a starting point for what we hope will
be a more collaborative approach to programming on
migration across Friends organizations.
Early next year, there will be an effort to ask
Meetings, Quaker organizations, and Friends’ groups
to consider signing onto the statement, but for now I
am sharing it both because I think it’s a really worthwhile statement of faith and conscience on migration,
and because it’s rare and noteworthy to see so many
Friends’ organizations come together to speak about
an issue.
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a q u a k e r s tat e m e n t o n m i g r at i o n

December 8, 2020

This statement was developed by American Friends
Service Committee, Britain Yearly Meeting, Friends
Committee for National Legislation, Quaker Council
for European Affairs, and Quaker United Nations
Office. It draws on their Quaker foundations and
work with migrants and on migration.
s tat e m e n t

Rooted in our belief that there is that of the sacred in
everyone, our spiritual leading to uphold the inherent
value and agency of every human being, and our
commitment to building a world without violence, we
are heartbroken by migration policy that dehumanises some members of our human family on the basis
of where they come from. We reject the notion that
security for some can be achieved through means that
use or result in violence and insecurity for others. We
abhor the many forms of violence used in the management of migration and the effect current migration
systems have in dividing our human family.
We are committed to working for a world where
dignity and rights are upheld regardless of migration
status and not on the basis of citizenship or perceived
deservedness. Our faith calls us to work alone and
with others for migration justice.
context

Migration is a fundamental facet of human behaviour.
People migrate for many different reasons. The line
between chosen and forced migration is frequently
blurred by factors including insecurity, desperation, the search for dignity, and the climate crisis.
People’s reasons for migrating are often exacerbated
by inequalities and by power structures that are built

on or have profited from the control of people’s movement.
We cannot consider why people move or what the
response to human mobility should be without recognising the global power imbalances and injustices
which entrench inequalities and which continue to be
used in the management of migration.
Longstanding and pervasive structures of
domination—including but not limited to colonialism, racism, sexism, and classism—have led to
and continue to uphold the conditions we see today.
While recognising that migration injustice is perpetuated across the world by a diverse range of actors, we
highlight the disproportionate role that countries of
the global north play and have played in fuelling the
displacement of people.
When migration policies do not acknowledge and
respond to these contexts and these inequalities, they
perpetuate injustice. This understanding informs our
vision of migration justice.
o u r v i s i o n o f m i g r at i o n j u s t i c e

Migration justice acknowledges that migration is an
inherent part of human behaviour and enables people
to move in safety and dignity.
Migration justice is built on a shared understanding of our common humanity and spiritual
connectedness, which transcend borders, recognising
that migration enriches both individual lives and
communities.
Migration justice promotes holistic and coherent
policy frameworks. Migration justice means ensuring
there are no divisions between migration and integration policies. It connects internal and external policies
and mitigates their impact to ensure that migration is,
and remains, an informed and positive choice.
Migration justice protects, respects, and upholds
the human rights of all migrants. It requires us to
ensure that migrants have equal access to all essential
services, including health services, so that they can
fully enjoy the rights to which they are entitled.
Migration justice is ensuring welcome, inclusion,
dignity, shared security, sanctuary, love, and compassion, as needed, because we are all part of the same
human family whether we migrate or not.
15

Left to Right: Joyce Ajlouny, General Secretary, American Friends
Service Committee (a f s c ); Helen Drewery, Head of Witness
and Worship, Britain Yearly Meeting (by m ); Suzanne Ismail,
Head of Networking and Engagement, by m ; Andrew Tomlinson,
Director, Quaker United Nations Office (q u n o) New York;
Gretchen Castle, Director, Friends World Committee for
Consultation; Marigold Bentley, Head of Peace Programmes and
Faith Relations, by m ; Paul Parker, Recording Clerk, by m ; Jonathan
Woolley, director, q u n o Geneva; Andrew Lane, Director,
Quaker Center for European Affairs; Marianne Elias, Director of
International Programmes Administration, a f s c (sitting)

Migration justice sees each of us as unique and
precious and recognises the individual journeys, gifts,
and struggles of every migrant and enables their
specific needs to be met, gifts to be nurtured, and
dignity to be upheld.
Migration justice requires us to ask who profits
from seeking to stop or direct the flow of human
movement; it requires us to ask who benefits from the
deliberate or reckless actions that prevent people from
feeling safe and valued where they currently are.
Migration justice requires those who profit to
shoulder their increased responsibility for the costs of
their actions.
Migration justice means an end to injustices
inherent in migration management policies and practices which emphasise division over connection and
privilege the wellbeing and perceived security of some
over the lives and security of others.
To achieve migration justice, we will work to end

these injustices and mitigate the harm they do within
our own organisations and through the work that we do.
m i g r at i o n i n j u s t i c e

Migration injustice views human movement as something that can be prevented or directed, and seeks to
control it in ways that perpetuate inequalities and
result in financial gain for those with greater power.
Migration injustice values the perceived security
of some over shared security: A militarised approach
to security threatens security for all of us. Many
measures taken in the name of national security come
at an extreme cost of insecurity and violence for people
on the move, exposing them to risk of death, injury,
and torture. We reject the notion that such militarised
responses can ever be for the common good and we
call for shared security for all.
Migration injustice criminalises a human phenomenon and the search for sanctuary: Criminalisation
of irregular entry or stay is a policy choice that causes
harm and deliberately increases human insecurity. We
reject the criminalisation of migration and we call for
irregular entry and stay to be decriminalised.
Migration injustice uses violence in the management of migration. Violence in migration systems is
not limited to the militarisation of borders and the
weapons in the hands of their guards, it manifests in
many ways, including:
• Xenophobic hate speech and the dehumanisation
and othering of those from different countries or
with less financial security are a form of violence,
including when they fuel acts of violence and
create or exacerbate insecurity.
• Detention as a means of immigration control and
deterrence is a form of violence.
• Family separation is a form of violence.
• The failure to provide rescue and assistance to
those in distress on deadly migration routes is a
form of violence.
• The criminalisation and suppression of solidarity
with people on the move, including rescue and
assistance to those in transit, is a form of violence.
• The involuntary removal of people from a State is
a form of violence.
16

We reject all manifestations of violence resulting
from migration management systems and we call for
their immediate end.
Migration injustice uses public services as an
extension of immigration control and enforcement.
Using public services to create everyday borders
fosters insecurity by preventing people from accessing
support, healthcare, and protection they need. We
reject the weaponization of public services for detection, detention, and deportation; and we call for
robust firewalls to ensure safe access to public services
regardless of migration status.
Migration injustice creates suspicion and disbelief
of people seeking sanctuary and perpetuates trauma.
Respecting the right to asylum requires borders to
operate as open ears and arms, not closed fists.
We reject all policies and practices that create
barriers to asylum, including through physical barriers
or cultures of mistrust. We reject policies that essentialise and reduce people to their migration status,
place of origin or appearance, and do not enable them
to fully be part of society because of that; and we call
for sanctuary everywhere.
Internally displaced persons (idps) also suffer as
a result of structural inequalities, discriminatory policies, and violence. IDPs are entitled to a special protection regime which must be respected, and they must
be treated in full accordance with their rights. We
reject the policies and practices that perpetuate this
pain and we call for migration justice.
American Friends Service Committee
afsc.org
Britain Yearly Meeting
quaker.org.uk
Friends Committee on National Legislation
fcnl.org
Quaker Council for European Affairs
qcea.org
Quaker United Nations Office
quno.org

What happens when there are
cracks in the community?
Alexandra Hopkins

i feel so fortunate to have found our Orange
Grove Friends Meeting. We create a calm space in
which to experience God, the spiritual, and a sense
of community.
But our Meeting is not immune to interpersonal conflicts. Last summer, my regular committee
meeting seemed to manifest the agitation of the
times. Perhaps it was all a bit too much—the weird
news spewing from the White House, the Coronavirus and the lock-downs, the gruesome police killing
of George Floyd—or, perhaps, for more personal
reasons, the committee meeting devolved into interpersonal conflict…with me.
I left the meeting wounded, and I was pretty sure
others were less than happy, too. After I licked my
wounds for a couple of days and did some spiritual
work towards recovery, I thought on how to resurrect
my personal relationships with two of the members of
the committee.
Hard feelings between individual members/
attenders can’t be good for the Meeting. We may
function partly out of a sense of duty, but it’s critical
that we also want to be with each other.
I consulted with one of our more seasoned
Friends as to what might be done. What did he think
of my contacting the two committee members directly
to talk things out? He thought that would be fine.
Why did I even consider that it might not be fine?
Because in our Meeting, it seems to be in the air that
we do everything within committees. In fact, I’ve
been counseled that when disagreements come up in
committees, we don’t try to reach understanding by
talking one-on-one between meetings. I’m not sure
that this convention is helpful. But that’s a topic for
another article. What about interpersonal upsets?
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OGMM members and attenders completing the quilt that commemorates the 100th Anniversary of our Meeting. The quilt now
hangs in the Fellowship Room of our Meeting House.

A committee meeting is definitely not the place to
address these.
I also spoke with the clerk of the Pastoral Care
Committee. Without disclosing whom the problem
was with, I asked if there was an OGMM procedure
that might serve. She was very understanding and
suggested that if it were needed, Pastoral Care could
provide a mediator.
I’ve not seen anything in writing about mediators in Quaker Meetings. The only similar service
that I know of is a Clearness Committee. It’s true that
Clearness Committees can be invoked when a married
couple is considering divorce. But the purpose is for
the several members of the Committee to help the
two people to clarify for themselves if a divorce is
really the best option. That’s quite different from the
purpose of increasing the communication between
two people so that they can resolve differences.
In any event, neither of the two committee
members agreed to talk with me, with or without a
mediator.

Some things changed. I resolved my own
emotional charge about the incident. Joining a close
community can be a way to smooth off one’s rough
edges. It’s like tumbling together in a lapidary rock
tumbler, smoothing away the dull and blemished
parts, revealing the clear stones underneath. Joining
a community can, like a marriage, be a spiritual path
in itself.
What about peace? What about community?
We Quakers are asked to practice reconciliation
and forgiveness in order to create peace and community:
Peace Query (11th Month): Where there is
distrust, injustice, or hatred, how am I an
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instrument of reconciliation and love?
Community Query (12th Month): Am I
committed to the difficult work of forgiveness, and affirming God’s love for the whole
community?
At ogmm, talking one-on-one to reconcile and
forgive does not seem to be a strong part of our
culture. Nor do we have an institutionalized process
for assisting members with this. How, in the daily lives
of our Meeting, can our culture and our process better
help us to practice forgiveness and reconciliation?
How can we better move towards peace and community?

Photographs by Genevieve Gutierrez
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Am I Invisible?
By Jacob Folger
January 26, 2018

People pass me by
I must not be here
Sitting alone, down and out
No one will come near.
No gaze from another
No concern for me
I am completely by myself
On this cold street.
In the morning I wake
From my homeless sheets
Where I slept the night before
Should I even call it sleep?
Homeless I am
Forgotten by the world
Am I invisible?
Am I invisible?
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Housing our unhoused neighbors
during the winter of pandemic
Anthony Manousos

during the holiday talent show, I felt led to
share this moving poem by an unhoused man and also
mentioned that Pasadena’s Bad Weather Shelter will
not be open this winter. The Bad Weather Shelter was
started in the 1980s when an unhoused person died
of hyperthermia here in our city. For the last 30 years
it has provided shelter for those living on the streets
whenever the temperature drops below 40° or it is
raining. Due to covid, the Bad Weather Shelter will
be closed and Union Station is operating at one-third
capacity. The reason for this is that congregate sheltering is unsafe for staff and volunteers as well as for
those needing shelter. To prevent the spread of disease,
it is considered best practice to provide individual
housing in motels.
It is of course more costly to place people in
motels. Funds are therefore being used to place mainly
high-acuity unhoused people in motels, but these
funds are limited. Advocates are pressuring the City
Council to meet the need—50 of us spoke out during
the last Council session—and the Council said it plans
to increase funding to ensure that “everyone who
wants a motel voucher will receive one.” We plan to
hold them accountable to that promise. But more than

just city funds will be needed. My advice to those who
care about our unhoused neighbors is to give as generously as you can to Friends In Deed. Friends In Deed
is not only handling the motel placement program, it
is also providing food, clothing, and other necessities
to those in need.
It will also help to write to our city officials to
urge them to approve emergency measures, such as
sheltering in the FEMA trailers the city received from
the state or other city-owned properties, allowing
shelter in tents, and suspending ordinances that
prohibit sleeping in vehicles overnight or sleeping
overnight on city-owned property. As Sonja Berndt
wrote in a Pasadena Now oped:
“To ensure that our unsheltered residents
receive the shelter they need this winter,
concerned residents can email City Manager
Mermell at smermell@cityofpasadena.net,
your Councilmember (if known) and Mayor
Gordo at vgordo@cityofpasadena.net and
request that the Council approve all funding
needed to meet the demand for sheltering our
residents this winter.”

“Community does not necessarily mean living face-to-face with others; rather, it
means never losing the awareness that we are connected to each other. It is not
about the presence of other people—it is about being fully open to the reality of
relationship, whether or not we are alone.”
Parker Palmer
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Orange Grove cemetery
In 1913, a member of Orange Grove Meeting
purchased and donated a small burial ground
at 2400 North Fair Oaks Ave. in Altadena,
adjoining Mountain View Cemetery. There
is space here for over a hundred body burials
and for many more cremated remains.
The cemetery is available for burial of
members of Orange Grove Meeting. Burial of
others requires the approval of Meeting. The
Meeting retains its name title to the cemetery
property and charges no fee for its use. Donations are welcome.
To indicate your wishes for final arrangements, please print and submit the Final
Arrangements Form.
Please contact Cliff Lester (burial
committee) or Jochen Strack (pastoral care
committee) for more information.
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use of a conventional lot

Conventional lots are available and simple flat
markers are permitted. Bodies or cremated
remains may be interred in these lots.
use of the common plot

One plot, Number 81, has been set aside for a
common place for cremated remains. Remains
are buried without containers and there are
no individual grave, vault, niche, or identification markers. Those who plan to use the
common plot should make their wishes quite
clear to family or heirs and in their wills
because remains will not be able to be identified, reclaimed, or exhumed.
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How do I…
Make an announcement?

Find out how to join Meeting?

Write it down and put it in the announcement basket
before meeting starts. The announcement basket
is either on the table in front of the fireplace or in
the library. There are often helpful blank forms. If
your announcement is not meeting related, it will be
announced at the discretion of the announcement
clerk.

Talk to any member of Pastoral Care or Worship and
Ministry or email the committee. Read the pamphlet
on membership in the pamphlet rack next to the back
door. The easiest way to begin: Write a letter to the
clerk and say, “I want to join Orange Grove Meeting.” It is a three month process generally.

Find out how to join a Committee?
Get something out on the email list?

Talk to any member of the nominating committee or
email the nominating committee, or talk to the members of the committee. Some committees have open
policies on joining them; some require
a process.

If you are a clerk or a representative, you can submit
on your own. If you aren’t a clerk, ask a clerk to do
it for you. If the concern is appropriate for the email
list, the clerk may list it for you. The list of clerks is
on page 23. Submit announcements to the database
clerk.

Contribute to Meeting?
Meeting is always trying to raise its budget. You can
drop a check in the announcement basket, in the
wooden box in the Fellowship Room. The most painless way to donate is to go to our website and arrange
for a PayPal donation—$20 a month really adds up.

Get reimbursed for a Meeting expense?
Look for the file box in the Library. In the treasurer’s
folder are blank forms which you can fill out and
leave in the treasurer’s folder with the receipts. In
general, the treasurer needs to know who has authorized the expense—the committee and the clerk. The
treasurer can also email you a form.

Request a clearness committee?
Speak to the clerk of Pastoral Care or ask any member of Meeting to find out if a clearness committee
is appropriate to help you make a decision or solve a
problem.

Get something in the Record?
Contact the editors or send an email to record@
ogmm.org with an idea or an article. The Record
comes out every two months.
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