11th Month - PEACE
Peace is not merely a distant goal that we seek, but the means by which we arrive at that goal.
Martin Luther King
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y first experience with the Peace Movement was anything but peaceful. The early marches against Vietnam on campus
were organized like military operations, and the young men leading them were full of righteousness and rage. During the
first big Mobilization on Washington, I was marching down Independence Avenue in a sea of 250,000 people and saw one of my
college roommates, normally a quiet, Buddha like man, screaming red faced into a bullhorn to rally the crowd, “Hell No We
Won’t Go”, Hey Hey LBJ, how many kids did you kill today?” I was afraid of him. And for him. Later that night, I was sitting in
a tree at the Washington Cathedral while speaker after speaker reviled the US Government and the armed forces, in which my
brother in law and high school boyfriend were both serving and feeling conflicted. The men who went to war for their country
were not all evil. Then - like a sigh from the very back of the Cathedral—came John Lennon’s simple chant, “All we are saying,
is give peace a chance.” It swelled and swelled until the whole building was singing it, and I wept. For the first time in all those
frantic months, I felt the overwhelming power of peace.
It was somewhat easy to be against the Vietnam War. As it turned out, we were right and the men who were running the war knew
that they could not win and had no clear purpose in fighting it. But when I came to Orange Grove, I got to know some men who
had refused to serve in the military in World War II. Bob Vogel served in a Conservation Corps camp. Bob Young, who like my
roommate Gary was a quiet man, stayed home, but went every month to the Monrovia Draft Board to petition for his CO status.
They offered him anything but. 4F. 4G. However. Bob wanted to testify to his beliefs and would not take the easy way out. Finally they transferred his case to Temple City “so they wouldn’t have a coward on their rolls” Bob had engaged the “enemy” and
they had backed down. But there were other men in Orange Grove who felt called to serve, that not to join the war against Hitler
was wrong. Some became medics, some shouldered a gun. And when they left for their service, the women of Orange Grove
gave them each a Bible, no matter what choice they made, because they were all the children of Meeting.
When I was a new attender of Quaker Meeting at Florida Avenue Meeting in DC, it took me a while to get the courage to approach a member of Worship and Ministry and ask questions about Friends. So of course, I asked, “What do Quakers believe?”
She paused for what seemed a long time. Then she sighed. “Well,: she said, “Most of us subscribe to the peace testimony.” I was
startled. Most of us? Surely signing the Peace Testimony must be a requirement to become a Quaker. But no, it turns out that
“most of us have to wrestle with the peace testimony. Being against war is the easy part. As Friends, we are called not just to work
for peace but to be peaceful in our lives. Not Passive. Peaceful. We are called to be slow to judge and to seek the good in others,
including the people who vote the wrong way, are mean to our children, try to cheat us in business, or monopolize business meeting. We have to Wage Peace. We have to inspect our own lives for the seeds of war. In many ways, each of us must write our own
Peace Testimony with our lives.
Last week we had an election which only reinforced how divided and sad we are as a nation. I cannot remember a time
when we were so divided by party, where each side was convinced that the other side was evil. And I think of my friend,
Gary, his face distorted with anger, hate and self righteousness. During Vietnam, there were hawks on both sides of the
aisle. There were Liberals and Conservatives in both parties. In the seventies, it was Republicans who put the ERA in their
party platform, enacted the EPA, OSHA and affirmative action. Last week there was a thread on the Quaker Facebook Page
which discussed whether Quakers could be Republicans and as I read the wide variety of answers, the last queries of the
Peace Testimony came to mind: Where there is distrust, injustice, or hatred, how am I an instrument of reconciliation and
love? Do we reach out to all parties in a conflict with courage and love? I would add to that: Is there a role for Friends in
uniting the Nation?
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Committees and Clerks
COMMITTEE

CLERK

E-MAIL ADDRESS

Animal Kinship Committee

Kate Carpenter

animal@ogmm.org

Burial Committee

Cliff Lester

burial@ogmm.org

Children’s Education Committee

Kelly Makino

children@ogmm.org

Fellowship Coordinators (weekly)

Cybele May

fellowship@ogmm.org

Finance Committee

Betty Ann Jansson

finance@ogmm.org

Library Committee

Nina Rivinus

library@ogmm.org

Nominating Committee

Sharon Gates

nominating@ogmm.org

Pastoral Care Committee

Kate Carpenter

pastoral@ogmm.org

Peace & Social Concerns Committee

Nina Rivinus

peace@ogmm.org

Property Committee

Judson Emerick

property@ogmm.org

Resident Friend Committee

Nina Rivinus

resident@ogmm.org

Worship & Ministry Committee

Gary Bagwell/Georgia Daniels

worship@ogmm.org

Meeting Jobs
OFFICE

OFFICEHOLDER

E-MAIL ADDRESS

Email Announcements

Dan Strickland

announce@ogmm.org

Co-Archivist

Steve Rosenbluth/Betsy Emerick

archivist@ogmm.org

Assistant Clerk of the Meeting

Jane Krause

assistant@ogmm.org

Childcare Coordinator

Kindred Gottlieb

childcare@ogmm.org

Clerk of the Meeting

Blake Arnall

clerk@ogmm.org

Corresponding Clerk

corresponding@ogmm.org

Database Clerk

Dan Strickland

database@ogmm.org

Minute Clerk

Claire Gorfinkel

minutes@ogmm.org

Orange Grove Record Editors

Sharon Doyle

sedoyle87@icloud.com

Recorder

Steve Rosenbluth

recorder@ogmm.org

Resident Friend

Philip Way

friend@ogmm.org

Treasurer of the Meeting

Jane Krause

treasurer@ogmm.org
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MEETING ORGANIZATION
MEETING OFFICERS
Clerk
Assistant Clerk
Minute Clerk
Treasurer
Recorder
STANDING COMMITTEES
Children’s Education
Fellowship
Finance
Nominating
Peace and Social Concerns
Property
Pastoral Care
Worship and Ministry
MEETING REPRESENTATIVES
Pacific Yearly Meeting
Southern California Quarterly Meeting
FCL FCL CA FWCC, Friends in Deed, Union Station
AD HOC COMMITTEES
Ad Hoc committees are generally under the care of a
standing committee
Burial Committee (Pastoral Care)
Library Committee (Worship & Ministry)
Animal Husbandry (Peace and Social Concerns)
Communications (Pastoral Care)
MEETING JOBS
Jobs are performed by individuals for meeting. They
are often under the care of a standing committee or the
Clerk of Meeting;
Archivist (Clerk)
Adult FDS Coordinator (Worship & Ministry
Children’s Education Coordinator (CEC Sup
(CEC Support Committee)
Corresponding Clerk (Clerk)
Database Manager (Communications)
Resident Friend (Resident Friend Support Committee)
Site Manager (Property)
Record Editor (Communications)
Website Clerk (Communications)

HOW DO I..........?
Make an announcement?

Write it down and put it in the announcement basket
before meeting starts. The announcement basket is either
on the table in front of the fireplace or in the closet to the
right of the library door. There are often helpful blank
forms. If your announcement is not meeting related, it
will be announced at the discretion of the announcement
clerk.

Get something out on the email list ?

If you are a clerk or a representative, you can submit on
your own. If you aren’t a clerk, ask a clerk to do it for
you. If the concern is appropriate for the email list, the
clerk may list if for you. The List of clerks is on the
opposite page. Submit announcements to the database
clerk.

Get something in the record?

Send an email to sedoyle87@icloud.com with an idea or
an article. Record comes out every two months.

Request a clearness committee?

Speak to the clerk of Pastoral Care or ask any member of
Meeting to find out if a clearness committee is appropriate to help you make a decision or solve a problem.

Get reimbursed for a meeting expense?

Look for the file box in the Library. In the treasurer’s
folder are blank forms which you can fill out and leave
in the treasurer’s folder with the receipts. In general, the
treasurer needs to know who has authorized the expense:
the committee and the clerk. The treasurer can also email
you a form.

Find out how to join Meeting?

Talk to ny member of Pastoral Care or Worship and
Ministry or email the committee. Read pamphlet on
membership in the pamphlet rack next to the back door.
The easiest way to begin: write a letter to the clerk and
say, “I want to join Orange Grove Meeting.” It is a three
month process generally.

Find out how to join a Committee?

Talk to any member of nominating committee or email
nominating committee, or talk to the members of committee. Some committees have open policies on joining
them; some require a process.

How do I contribute to Meeting?

Meeting is always trying to raise it’s budget. You can
drop a check in the announcement basket, in the wooden
box in the Fellowship Room. The most painless way to
donate is to go to our website and arrange for a paypal
donation—20 dollars a month really adds up.
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THE PEACE TESTIMONY
We utterly deny all outward wars, and strife, and fightings
with outward weapons, for any end, or under any pretence whatsoever, and this is our testimony to the whole world. The spirit
of Christ which leads us into all Truth will never move us to
fight and war against any man with outward weapons, neither
for the kingdom of Christ, nor for kingdoms of this world.
George Fox, declaration to Charles II
From the very beginning of the Society of Friends, we have made this testimony. However, it should not be
confused with passivity. The weapons we put behind us were carnal weapons, a phrase first used in a letter by
Margaret Fell. The Society of Friends believed that they were waging a war for the spiritual life of mankind
and that their weapons were those of the spirit and those of our deeds. We confront violence, we act to take
away the occasion of war and we reach out to both parties to seek reconciliation and justice.

ADVICES AND QUERIES On PEACE
Friends oppose all war as inconsistent with God’s will. As every person is a child of God, we recognize God’s
Light also in our adversaries. Violence and injustice deny this reality and violate the teachings of Jesus and other prophets. Friends challenge their governments and take personal risks in the cause of peace. We urge one another to refuse to participate in war as soldiers, or as arms manufacturers. We seek ways to support those who
refrain from paying taxes that support war. We work to end violence within our own borders, our homes, our
streets, and our communities. We support international order, justice, and understanding.
Become an instrument of peace. At every opportunity, be peacemakers in your homes, workplaces and communities. Steep yourself in the power of the universal Spirit.
Examine your actions for the seeds of violence, degradation and destructiveness.
Overcome the emotions that lie at the root of violence and nurture instead a spirit of reconciliation and love.
Come to know the oneness of all creation and oppose the destruction of the natural world.
Do I live in the virtue of that life and power that takes away the occasion of all wars?
How do I nourish peace within myself as I work for peace in the world?
Do I confront violence wherever it occurs, even when my personal relationships are involved?
Where there is distrust, injustice, or hatred, how am I an instrument of reconciliation and love?
What are we doing to remove the causes of war and destruction of the planet, and to bring about lasting peace?
Do we reach out to all parties in a conflict with courage and love?
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AFSC:

100 years of waging peace

AFSC turned a 100 years old in 2017.
For the full timeline, check it out at
www.afsc.org/ .

4 THINGS YOU CAN DO FOR THE IMMIGRANT CARAVAN
Since mid-October, a caravan of migrants has been traveling north from Honduras. The group includes people of all
ages, including families and children – many of whom are escaping violence and poverty and seeking asylum in the
U.S. and Mexico.
But instead of responding with compassion and humanity, President Trump is portraying migrants as a security
threat. And he’s using the caravan to stir up xenophobia and advance his anti-immigrant agenda, from detaining
families to further militarizing our border.
Don’t let Trump exploit the migrant caravan to fuel hate and fear! You can take a stand against his xenophobic
rhetoric by calling on our elected officials to protect the rights and dignity of all immigrants.
Here are four ways you can take action today:

1. Tell Congress to Defund Hate at the border.
Trump is using the caravan to support his efforts to further militarize our southern border. But we know that walls
and other border enforcement have had a deadly impact on our communities, including thousands of migrant
deaths and rampant abuse of community members by Border Patrol agents. Tell Congress to stop funding cruelty
against immigrants today!

2. Speak out against family detention.
The Trump administration is working on a plan to detain immigrant families indefinitely. Its proposal would supersede a decades-old agreement that limits how long children can be detained – and create a system of indefinite
family detention. Tell the government: Immigrant families belong together and not in jail!

3. Spread messages that show support for migrants.

Aiding the Japanese who were being
sent to internment camps.

We need to speak out against hateful, anti-immigrant language and policies at every chance we get. And it’s important that we ask our family, friends, and communities to do the same. Use our messaging tips on how to talk
about the migrant caravan, and share them on Facebook and Twitter.

4. Support AFSC's emergency response to protect human rights.
AFSC works in Guatemala, El Salvador, Mexico, and dozens of U.S. cities and towns, including at the U.S.-Mexico
border. Our team has traveled with the migrant caravan and is now assessing where our expertise and resources
can make the greatest difference. We're also convening faith and human rights groups in the U.S. to develop a visible, moral response to this human rights emergency.
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ARTHUR
LARRABEE ON
AFSC
100 YEARS
OF WAGING PEACE
CLERKING
(AFSC is century old in 2017. For the full
TimeLine check it out at www.afsc.org
Serving the community with joy and confidence.

A PENDLE HILL WEEKEND –

By Sharon Doyle
Written for Western Friend. Spring 2005
Arthur Larrabee likes to clerk standing up. This is something I’ve never seen before and I am determined to use it
some day. A wonderful clear stream of energy flows through the man as he dances through his popular workshop on
clerking at Pendle Hill. He is a fountain of knowledge, loves teaching and has some ideas about clerking which surprised me. He doesn’t lecture so much as build the group’s knowledge by asking questions, supplementing our torrent of answers with insights of his own, and then letting the group practice with scenarios. It is a very heady weekend with many things to process on the long road home.

THE ROLES OF THE CLERK
“Friends, let’s welcome what is, hold it and transform it”
Arthur began the weekend with a focus on the role of clerk. There were four things he
emphasized as he began to move us to a group consideration of business meeting itself.
The first is that the clerk is responsible for keeping the meeting in worship, setting a tone
by his or her use of language, addressing Friends by name, allowing time for worship to
happen. In this way, a clerk can build our sense of being in community with one another
to see God’s will. The second role of the clerk is to name what’s happening, to
acknowledge and express it - both the tension and the unity. Welcome what is, hold it
and transform it. For this to happen, the third role is important - the clerk must be transparent at all times, acknowledging what he is doing and why he is doing it, as he is doing
it. Finally the role of the clerk is to articulate the sense of the meeting. Arthur urged us
not to wait until it was perfectly formed in our minds to speak but to do it early and often
– test drive our sense of it so that bits and pieces of the unity can be found and set aside
and the meeting can move forward.

The Roles of the Clerk
1. The first role of the

clerk is to keep the
meeting in worship

2. The second role of the
clerk is to name what’s
happening, to
acknowledge and express it - both the tension and the unity.
3, The third role of the
clerk must be transparent at all times

4. The fourth role of the
clerk is to articulate the
sense of the meeting as it
develops.

FINDING THE SENSE OF THE MEETING
“Our meetings are more successful when people speak as little as possible. We are not gathered together to hear
everything that could be said, but what needs to be said for meeting to move forward. “
Arthur asked the group what the purpose of business meeting was. The answers came fast and easily. 1. To do the
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business of the meeting 2. To build the community of the meeting. 3. To nourish the spiritual life of the meeting.
It is a meeting for worship with an intention to do business. Taking the time to truly worship won’t slow the meeting down, but sharpen its focus.

AFSC

100 YEARS OF WAGING PEACE

“Do you have the patience to remain unmoving
right action
(AFSCuntil
is century
oldarises?”
in 2017. For the full
TimeLine check it out at www.afsc.org
Saturday began with the question: What is the process of discernment? The answers piled up. We are seeking to
do God’s will, to live in God. Seeking God’s will involves holding something in the light until there are no more
shadows. Truth emanates like a harmony rising from a multitude of voices.
Arthur cautioned us to be especially careful of our language as we approach a difficult decision. He warned against using the word “consensus” and advised keeping to
the old phrase of “seeking unity”. Consensus has come to mean willing to compromise; unity is a shared awareness of god’s will. Seeking unity supports the mystical
experience of worship; it is a process keeps the community together and, as one participant said, “ (Unity) is the fruit of meeting each other in that which is eternal.”
“When we trust the divine in each other enough to let go of fears, the decisions support the sense of the meeting as both a process and an outcome.
As Saturday evolved, we focused on the knotty problem of unity versus unanimity. What happens when there is
one persistent voice in opposition to or supporting a decision which the rest of the meeting does not share? How do
we know when it is a case of the one not in unity with the many or a case of the many not in unity with the one?
Quakers may not have rules, but we have expectations. We should not allow our process to be hijacked by the
power of the veto. We expect one another to come to the process willing to listen, willing to staying in relationship
with each other, willing to be taught, willing to express our passion and let it go, and willing to accept continuing
revelation. The power of the veto does not belong in our process. If it becomes clear that someone has taken
themselves out of the process, then it is possible for us to say to that person, “We love you, you are in our
hearts, but you have taken yourself out of this decision. The sense of the meeting is not in unity with your desires.”
Arthur reminded us that impasse is not failure. Surround it with positive energy and make it part of the process.
Nothing is a mistake if you make it an opportunity to learn.
That night, various clerks spoke about problems they had dealt with successfully or unsuccessfully in their meeting
and asked for advice. It was sobering how many of our meetings experience the same problems.

WHAT’S ON THE AGENDA?
“Your lack of preparation is not my emergency.”
On Sunday morning, Arthur held the focus on what our process in meeting for business cannot do. There are times
when work that needs to be done is more appropriate for committees, when everything needs to wait. Our process is
not built to respond to emergencies. Sometimes a great energy can squash more timid voices and momentum leads
to a lack of safety. But careful preparation, a lack of urgency, leads to long lasting decisions.
“Spirit favors the well prepared”
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As we left, I think what I was most amazed at was that we had only covered a third
of fat notebook I took home with me to read and re-read. Thinking about clerking,
thinking systematically about business meeting, is something that I didn’t know I
could do. But the good clerking by Arthur as a teacher was as instructive as anything that was actually said all weekend. He demonstrated what good clerking
100was
YEARS OF WAGING PEACE
by the way he taught – he was a humble servant leader, happy to hear (the
voices
AFSC
isofcentury old in 2017. For the full
the many, guiding us to insights and finally to worship together. OneTimeLine
of the
check it out at www.afsc.org
phrases he used often during the workshop, when there were snags or interruptions,
was “Ah, good. Now it’s perfect.” I find myself repeating that with a smile and
wondering why it makes me laugh. But I think that the joy and confidence seems
to be the important part of what he teaches. Clerks should smile.

AFSC

However, as a western Friend, (The only participant from west of the Mississippi)
the experience for me is larger than a notebook or even the experience of being taught by Arthur. So allow me two observations.
Imagine sitting for a weekend in an entire room of Clerks. 45 of them. A room of humble leader servants. All quite happy to lay
down the responsibility for the agenda and soak up learning. The silence was immediately deep and went deeper. The Clerk of
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting (the “other” PYM) sat next to me for much of the weekend and said nary a word, but soaked it all
up as he took extensive notes. He confided to me later that after two weekends of being on call, he was ready to just receive. I
learned a lot about clerking just from being involved with forty five (opinionated reliable joyful stubborn energetic hopeful positive agenda driven) people who were laying that aside to learn. This alone is an experience I will carry with me.
Imagine spending a weekend in an old 18th Century house where almost everyone chooses not to lock their doors. Where the
floorboards are hand hewn, the antiques are real and where there are 138 different species of trees including a stand of Redwoods, a pond with bullfrogs, a library which is open 24/7 and the word “Breathe” is posted everywhere you look. It was a weekend in a kind of Quaker community
paradise, where the testimonies are practiced all day. Get thee to Pendle
Hill if you have not been, friends. It is a place to drink deep and grow
Friends—are you interested in Pendle Hill? If you feel called to
go, Worshp and Ministry may be able to help you out financially
Here are some of the many workshops being offered in 2019

What does a Just Peace in Israel and Palestine
Look Like
Dec 14-16
New Years: 1, Open Heart Peaceful Mind 2. Music
in an Age of Anxiety Looking Within—Painting as a
Spiritual Practice
Dec 28-Jan 1
Money Debt and Liberation

The Challenge of Paul

Jan 7, 2019

Feb 27-Mar 27,2019

Befriending our Lives—Meditation Retreat
Mar 24-31, 2019
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A NOTE FROM OUR CLERK OF PROPERTY
The numbering of the four buildings on our OGMM campus remains confusing to people. To discuss repairs and additions to the campus structures, we Property Committee people really need numbers for our
four buildings. The more who learn about this, the better we will be able to communicate with them in
Meeting for Business, and so forth. So here it is for all to see:
1. Meeting House
2. Resident Friend Apartment/Classroom
3. Garden Classroom 4. Garage Classrooms
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November 30 – December 2
9th Annual Music and Dance Retreat with participant leaders
December 27 – January 1
Year End Retreat: Deep Wells – Living Water with Deborah Shaw
January 25-27 Come as You Are - Reading the Bible with Friends The Bible is a precious and challenging resource for Quakers. Does it have a place in your religious life? This weekend will feature group reading and reflection on varied passages. Enthusiasts and doubters all welcome Stephen Matchett
February 22-24
Faithful Living in Challenging Times How do I know what faithful action is required
of me, today? How can we be more open to direct Divine nudges? How might we help one another lead
more faithful lives? Marty Grundy and Connie Green
March 19-24 Quaker Revival The Society of Friends is begging for revival. This workshop will delineate the essential principles of Quakerism and consider what living faithfully in accordance with them requires of us today. Paul Buckley
May 10-12 Renewing our Meetings to Welcome New Quakers At times Friends are afraid: “We don’t have enough young people!” And
new folks can be discouraged: “This meeting doesn’t meet my needs!” There is a third path: calm, deep meeting renewal. For a preview, go
to quakernewrenew.wordpress.com. Henri Ducharme and Hilary Burgin
May 31 – June 2 Abundance and Justice in our Common Home Summoning gardeners and prison justice reformers, mystics and peace
advocates for a time of deep listening stemming from our interconnections. Through history, story-telling, and worship-sharing, we seek an
ecology of hope, ways of integration and action. Shelley Tanenbaum and Sara Wolcott
June 22-29
Quaker Service and Art Camp Rising fifth to ninth graders learn about Quaker faith and practices, share time in nature and
build community through art, service, campfires, singing, games, hikes, and more. Camp Staff
July 29 – August 3 Family Work Camp A camp for all ages! Build community while constructing, repairing, prepping, painting, cooking, cleaning. Deepen community by worshiping, playing, hiking, singing, chatting. Jesse Keesaw and Quaker Center Staff
August 30 – September 1 Clerking with Joy and Enthusiasm This workshop is designed for all, regardless
of experience, who want to dive more deeply into Quaker decision-making. We will explore the interrelated
roles of presiding clerk, recording clerk, committee clerks, and “clerks-in-waiting,” providing a practical and
spiritual framework for finding unity in the Spirit. Barbara Babin and Jamie Newton
September 27-29 Holiness: The Soul of Quakerism This course will explore the nature of holiness as it has
been described, interpreted, and lived out by Quakers across time and cultures, and what meaning it might
have in the secularized world of Quakerism today. Carole Spencer
October 25-27 The Pursuit of Wisdom Where is wisdom? How shall we live? In this workshop we will seek
wisdom for the inward life from the Epistle of James, the ancient Christian monastics, and Quaker mystic and
social reformer John Woolman. Michael Birkel
November 15-17 “In the world but not of it”: Quaker Spiritual Community over Time This course looks at the changing relationship between Quakers and wider culture over three and a half centuries and the ways in which Friends have tried to nurture authentic spirituality as
'mystics in the midst.'
SEE YOUR FRIEND LOCAL WORSHIP AND MINISTRY COMMITTEE FOR FINANCIAL AID
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From our Friends in ANIMAL KINSHIP
At THE PEACEABLE TABLE
Pioneer: Leo Tolstoy
1828 - 1910, Part I
Leo Tolstoy was born at Yasnaya Polyana ("Sunny Meadows"), the large ancestral estate of a wealthy aristocratic family. He was the fourth of five children.
Orphaned at the age of nine, he was reared by his
aunts.
Leo was a intense, impassioned person with acute joys
and sorrows, often torn by inner conflicts. As a
child he loved reading, but when he went to the universities of Kazan and later St. Petersburg, he wasted his time with gambling, frivolous women, and
drunken parties.
He despised himself for his profligacy and quit repeatedly, but kept returning to it.
In 1851, at age 23, he went with his brother to the
Caucasus and joined the Russian army, which was perpetually battling Muslim mountain tribes. Later he fought in the Crimean War. This horrifying bloodshed, and the insights and disillusionment it aroused, became material for his
early fiction, which soon brought him admiration in St. Petersburg society.
After a period of travel he settled down on his estate, and started a school for the children of the peasants. At age 34 he married the teenaged Sofia Bers; in the course of their
48-year marriage the had thirteen children, eight of whom survived to adulthood. The early
years of the marriage were happy and liberating to Tolstoy. Sofia strongly supported him in
the writing of his two great novels, Anna Karenina and War and Peace, copying out his many
drafts day after day.
Quickly the two novels were (and still are) acclaimed as among the greatest works of Russian literature.
Concern for the ignorance and suffering of the peasants was present early in Tolstoy's
life, but it gathered strength as time passed.
Winters spent in Moscow at Sofia's behest to enable his sons to attend school and his
daughters to "come out" socially gave him opportunities to investigate the abysmal depth of
suffering of the city's very poor:
filth, hunger, cold, child prostitution. The contrast with his own wealth and comfort gave
him acute pain. The result was the book What Then Shall We Do? which reported, analyzed,
and offered, as solution, not charity but sweeping social-political changes.
The death of his brother from illness triggered a period of depression and despair for Tolstoy, sometimes bringing him to the cliff-edge of suicide. If his beloved brother could be
extinguished, if human society was so hopelessly mired in cruelty, injustice and misery,
supported by a corrupt church and state, what meaning or hope could there be? In an attempt to find a resolution, Tolstoy studied the Gospels with fierce, consuming dedication.
He found an answer in the nonviolent way of the Sermon on the Mount, which the established
church had betrayed. To follow Jesus' way meant to erase the artificial divisions between
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From our Friends in ANIMAL KINSHIP
At THE PEACEABLE TABLE

high and low, rich and poor; to reject all violence, capital punishment, and war. This
stance was carried further in 1885 as a result of a seemingly chance conversation with
one William Frey about the wrongfulness of killing animals to eat their flesh. Tolstoy's immediately and permanently committed himself to vegetarianism. These values had
great influence on Gandhi through Tolstoy's work The Kingdom of God is Within You, and
through a long correspondence.
This radical position restored to Tolstoy a meaningful world, but it did not bring outer
peace. His writings propounding Jesus' way and condemning church and state for their
corruption and violence brought him both adulation and vilification. His family life
was disrupted by streams of admirers. He was excommunicated by the Orthodox Church. His
home life became increasingly stormy as he refused to be served by servants, worked
alongside the peasants, brought home vagrants, and gave away large sums of money, leaving the leadership of and financial responsibility for the estate to Sofia, who did not
share his radicalism. A sexual hangup on his part and jealousy on hers resulting from
one of his past affairs with a peasant woman fueled the fire. Their mutual suspicion and
verbal violence became intolerably painful, both of them behaving badly. Tolstoy knew
that he was unable to live up to his ideals with any consistency, another source of inner distress.
In November 1910, at the age of 82, he left Sofia and Yasnaya Polyana, and set out by
train, perhaps intending to go to a monastery or become a wandering ascetic. However,
he became ill on the train, and died about a week later. His estate is an international
pilgrimage site for those who revere him as a Russian cultural hero and spiritual teacher.
(To be continued)
--Gracia Faye Ellwood, Editor
Derived from "The World of Tolstoy," National Geographic, June 1986, and online sources.

--
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Calling All
FELLOWSHIP SUPERHEROES!
BEE THE MAGIC

How to Host
Weekly Fellowship
in 3 easy steps
1. Sign up on the clipboard
after Meeting or go to
www.ogmm.org and click on
“Sign up—Be a Fellowship
Hero.”
2. Arrive 20 minutes before
either Worship or Adult Ed.
Using instructions on Poster
in Kitchen (see opposite), set
up coffee & heat water for
tea. Lay out mugs and fixings
in cupboards under shelf
3. When announcements
begin, slip out of meeting and
set out food & drink
(provided by others or use
some in closet).
• • Generally people start
coming at 12:15
• • Start cleaning up at
12:45. (Others usually join
in the clean-up.
• • Leave by 1 pm.

13

Faith in Music

An interview with Bill Fowler by Hannah
Maximova July 2005
Hannah did this interview with Bill 13
years ago. Now his boys are graduated
from school. Eli is a musician and Grady
is still exploring. Bill still teaches at LA
Music Academy when he is not buzzing
off to Korea to visit wife Robin, who is
teaching in Korea for a couple of years.
He is hoping that she takes a position in
Senegal so he can return to Africa where
he spent six years as a boy. He is a member of the nominating committee and the
Resident Friend Support Committee.
H: So what did you study in school?
I:
BF: I didn't have much of a college career. I
lasted about two and a half quarters at UC Santa
Barbara.
H: Are you from LA?
BF: Originally, Long Beach, yeah. But my
BILL FOWLER
brother, sister and I went overseas with our parents in the late 50's because my dad was in the
oil business working for the French oil company Total. When I was nine or ten we went to North Africa and stayed
there for five years. I went to a French school in Tripoli in Libya. I have a good accent, but my vocabulary isn't very
good. The percussionist in the trio I have is French, so we talk. Later I ended up following my brother and sister to
school in Geneva, Switzerland, where I stayed for two years. Later I graduated from high school in Tehran, Iran. It
was an amazing background. You got to see Americans as others see them—it was very enlightening.
H: Wow. What are these pictures? [I pointed to a framed group of three faded pictures that was hanging on the
wall. They showed small faded figures in camouflage standing against a dusty beige landscape. In the upper picture
a helicopter is seen from below hovering against the sky.]
BF: Rewind to 1968 in Vietnam. That's a close shave I had there. I was on three- and four-man team reconnaissance missions, what's called Long Range Patrol. I did that when I quit college and got drafted. It was the height of
the Vietnam War.
H: Was it the thing where you watched the lottery to see if you were drafted?
BF: No, the lottery was later. This was the full-on draft. I thought I had a medical deferment for a kidney condition,
and I'd been told it would exclude me from active duty. I also had a deferment because I was a student. Then I quit
school in May '67 and was in the Army by October. The following April I was in Vietnam.
.
Before all that happened I had decided that I would refuse to go. There was a point at which a sergeant had a group
of us in a room and asked if anyone there was planning to refuse to go. A couple guys raised their hands, but I didn't
have the nerve. I thought I'd get a lawyer and refuse later. I'd heard that people who'd refused their orders for Nam
were getting five year sentences in prison and serving two. I was thinking: Well geez, I'd have a lot of time to practice guitar in prison, and I'd be really good when I got out. (laughs) I went to a bookstore and got the information for
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the draft resisters but when it came down to it, I went with the program and gotlucky–I got home. I'd quit school
against my parents' wishes, but all I wanted to do was play guitar. I'd started playing rhythm guitar in a band.

H: Have you been playing music ever since you got back from the war? Has that been your major means of income?
BF: Yes, it has. Up and down. My parents had a house in Santa Monica, and when I got back I stayed with them
briefly. When I applied for a job at St. John's hospital, it turned out that the head of the hiring department was a Vietnam vet. I remember showing up in my '58 VW in thongs and a T-shirt. I wasn't taking it very seriously, but the guy
was only too happy to hire me. They were starting a patient transport department, and I got hired as a guy with a blue
smock. Later, I became an EKG technician there.
H: So how do you feel about the current war, having been drafted into that one?
BF: That's a big question. I don't trust the government. My main reason for joining Orange Grove is to have our kids
raised Quaker so they have a legitimate religious out in case something happens. I want them to serve in some way,
like alternate service. It had never occurred to me that there were conscientious objectors during WWII. I've since met
some, having become associated with Quakers. H: Did you see the movie The Fog of War? BF: No, but I read
McNamara's book [former US Secretary of Defense Robert S. McNamara]. He's a pretty big piece of work. I think
he's an automaton. He was an exec, a numbers cruncher for Ford. He's a corporate guy who got a job managing something, and he managed it. But he did so knowing it was unmanageable the way it was going. That's the biggest crime
right there. H: Have you talked to Joe Franko about your military experience?
BF: Yeah, we talked briefly. It's funny, I rarely run into anyone connected with it. I ran into one guy I was over there
with, and we just didn't want to talk about it. It's like it was yesterday. That picture up there was my third mission. We
got chased out of an area by two or three platoons and ended up being hauled out by those McGuire rigs (hanging by a
rope from a helicopter). We literally got pulled off the top of a
mountain while being shot at. By a miracle we got out.
H: How has it been to be a musician in LA?

BF: I've gotten into the not-going-on-the-road thing. I've done
some recording work here and there over the years and still do
for friends and friends of friends. I'm really concentrating on
being a jazz player now, and a teacher. I'm the administrative
head of the Guitar Department at the LA Music Academy. It's
kind of a drag from a musical standpoint because now I've got
to do all this junk I don't really want to do. I really get off on
the teaching, showing enthusiasm for music, playing and passing on what I know. I really enjoy teaching when the students
are into it. There didn't used to be a lot of good music education, but now it's this huge industry. There's the International
Association of Jazz Educators. There's a convention every year;
it's amazing. It's still true that you really have to go out and
make your own way, and the music is its own reward. Hopefully you can make ends meet in some way related to it. Luckily,
that's what I've been able to do.
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HERE COME THE

NOMINATORS!

Last year, the members of the Nominating Committee considered a
proposal that we wear robes with hoods and stalk worthy people in
meeting with our magical powers of nominating!
Save us this step, and consider how you would like to serve Meeting
next year (July 2019 is the starting date of jobs.)
Where do you feel called to serve?
Where do you see a need in Meeting?
Remember, serving on a committee is the best way to make friends
with Friends.
Talk to Sharon Gates, Bill Fowler, Kate Carpenter, Mitchell Cox or
Sharon Doyle and see what fits.

Burial Committee
-----------------------The Burial Committee is a subcommittee of Pastoral
Care. Its purpose is to oversee the process of burying
An unprogrammed Quaker Meeting depends entirely on
someone or their ashes in the Orange Grove Cemetery
volunteers to support and maintain the Meeting physicaland to assist their family at the time of death. The Comly, spiritually and socially. Consider which committee
mittee maintains information on the final arrangement
you’d like to serve on.
wishes of members and notifies Meeting of each burial.
The committee meets infrequently at the call of the
Committees for which membership is required:
clerk.
Pastoral Care and Worship & Ministry are made up of
active members of Meeting. Their meetings are open to
Children’s Education Committee/
non-committee members by invitation.
-----------------------The Children’s Education committee is temporarily
Pastoral Care Committee:
laid down, but we hope to review it in 2017 CurrentThe main responsibility of the Pastoral Care Commitly we have a support committee for the Children’s Ed
tee is to provide nurture and support to members and
Co-coordinator in her (or his) performance of his (or
attenders of Meeting in times of joy or need. The
her) duties. We have childcare for babies and todcommittee maintains the list of meeting members and
dlers and a program for an elementary group during
regular attenders, contacting them yearly to make
Meeting for Worship.
sure their needs are being met. The Committee forms
clearness committees for membership and marriages
Finance Committee
under the care of the meeting, as well as clearness
--------------------committees to help members clarify personal probThe function of Finance Committee is to work out a
lems or make important decisions. It offers support
financial plan that allows the Meeting to do what it
committees for members who need continuing diswants to do. The main tasks of the Committee are to
cernment with a specific leading. The Pastoral Care
make an annual budget, offer suggestions when we
Committee meets monthly.
deviate from our budget, make decisions about investment of Meeting funds and long-term financial poliWorship and Ministry
cy, keep the Meeting informed of our financial situa-The Worship and Ministry Committee is charged with the
tion and propose changes in financial policy when
care of the spiritual life of the Meeting and acts as needed
needed. Finance Committee meets as needed. The
to foster spirit-led vocal ministry. The committee sponsors
Meeting Treasurer works closely with the Finance
an Adult Education Program on First Day mornings and
Clerk. The only requirements for membership in Fiother workshops and retreats for spiritual growth. The com- nance Committee are a sense of humor and an interest
mittee is also responsible for assisting new attenders in
in numbers.
learning about Quaker faith and practice. The committee
meets once a month.
Standing Committees are open to all:

ORANGE GROVE
COMMITTTEES
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Fellowship Committee
Ad hoc Committees open to Members and Attenders
----------------------Fellowship Committee organizes the monthly potlucks
Animal Kinship – organizes events and publications to
and support various all-meeting parties throughout the
promote our kinship with Animals.
year including fellowship following Meeting for Worship.
When the Meeting hosts larger events, such as Quarter or
Meeting Officers
PYM Representative’s Meetings, a member of Fellowship
participates in the ad hoc committee that organizes the
Clerk: oversight and care of meeting as a whole. Clerks
event. The committee meets once a month.
monthly business meeting and Annual corporation meeting. Needs to be able to listen to all without prejudice.
Nominating Committee
Asst. Clerk: Assists Clerk as asked. Replaces clerk when
--------------------absent or when the Clerk feels unable to impartially
This committee is nominated by the Naming Committee
“clerk” an issue before Business Meeting.
(Clerks of Meeting, Pastoral Care and Worship and MinMinute Clerk: keeps and distributes minutes of monthly
istry) The committee nominates all officers, representaMeeting for Business
tives, committee clerks and members .committee MemTreasurer: handles Meeting’s bills and bank accounts.
bers should be comfortable approaching Friends to ask
Recorder: keeps a record of births, deaths, and memberthem to take on tasks. It reviews job descriptions occaship in meeting.
sionally. Its heavy season is from February through May
as it prepares the committee slate for the following year. \
Meeting Jobs
These jobs are done by individuals for the Meeting.

Library Committee
-----------------------The Library Committee is responsible for obtaining, cataloging, and managing materials in the Meeting library. The
Committee also undertakes activities to encourage use of
the library collection.
Peace and Social Concerns
-----------------------The Committee for Peace and Social Concerns welcomes
anyone interested in social action as an expression of our
testimonies. The committee may provide programs on
pressing issues, engage in peace and social order actions
and encourage Meeting to support proposed minutes. It
gives preliminary consideration to any concerns brought to
Meeting on peace and social issues, proposes our yearly
outreach budget, and reviews requests for financial support
and leadings from FCNL, FCL and AFSC.
Property Committee.
--------------------The purpose of Property Committee is to oversee the
maintenance of the four buildings and grounds owned by
Orange Grove Meeting as well as a small cemetery in
Altadena. The only "qualification" for serving on this
committee is an interest in the stewardship of the Meeting property, but it is helpful to have knowledge of
buildings and grounds . The committee meets monthly to
review needed maintenance tasks and to develop plans
for the execution of these tasks.

Adult Education Co-coordinator organizes sessions of Adult
Education on First Days.
.
Archivist: keeps track of and organizes Meeting records
Children’s Education Coordinator – oversees personnel and
program required for providing Children’s Education and
childcare during the worship hour and meeting events.
Corresponding Clerk: writes and/or composes with Clerk letters on behalf of meeting to new attenders, travel minutes, letters of concern, etc.
Database Clerk: maintains database of meeting members and
attenders. Sends out announcements from clerks on Orange
Grove Email list.
Record Editor: writes, produces and distributes the Orange
Grove Record.
Resident Friend: Lives on the property in exchange for services
to the meeting such as opening the meetinghouse on First
Days, interacting with meeting tenants and working with Site
Manager to maintain the property.

Site Manager: works with Resident Friend and negotiates on
Meetings’ behalf with others who use the property.
Website Manager: maintains website of Orange Grove meeting.

Resident Friend Support Committee
---------------------Provides oversight and support for the Resident Friend
of Orange Grove Meeting. Acts as hiring committee
when candidate needed. All concerns about our resident
friends should be addressed to this committee.
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WELCOMING PARTIES

Sonia Tuma

On Sunday, November 5. ;Friends gathered at the home of Jane and Michael Krause to welcome Sonia Tuma to membership at Orange Grove.
Many of us have known Sonia for her work with AFSC over the years.
Sonia Tuma is now the Regional Director for the American Friends Service
Committee’s (AFSC) West Region. In that role, she manages AFSC’s programming in the 13-state area covering the western third of the US. The
work of the West Region includes advocacy and organizing in support of
an end to militarism, lasting and just immigration reform, an end to mass
incarceration, and other social and economic injustices.Sonia’s academic
background is in International Relations, and in addition to program and
administrative work with the AFSC, she has been a researcher, educator,
organizer and activist for more than 25
years. Sonia is a trained mediator and facilitator who has worked with a number of community groups and non-profit organizations
to develop shared visions for their work, and
then helped them to create and begin to implement impactful, creative and strategic initiatives toward social change. Sonia also
teaches various strategic planning tools to
organizers and activists in the US and internationally so that they can increase their
efficacy and funding options
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD
News from Quaker Center
ALWAYS WANTED TO WORK WITH MOSAICS?
Come for the weekend of November 30th to
December 2nd to be part of a multigenerational community during our Music
and Dance Retreat. We will enjoy a musical
variety of singing and playing opportunities
Did you know—there are friends at Orange Grove who
interspersed by a some dancing, which will
1. own a Zorse (Zebra bred with a Horse)
all be facilitated by participant volunteers
2. Won an Academy Award?
who will lead activities they know and love.
3. Work with the Gravity Project at Cal Tech?
We'll also have a professional caller for our
4. Spends two weekends a month teaching AVP in prison?
family-friendly community dance on Satur5. Are editing the movie they shot last Spring
6. Want to talk about their grandchildren?
day night. This is low-cost program with a
7. Have hiked the Pilgrims Way to Santiago de Compostella?
sliding scale of only $60-$100 with the hope
that you might also bring your kids and
Come to Fellowship after Meeting and Find out who they are!
grandkids. See the details and register at
http://www.quakercenter.org/music-anddance.
Are you ready to press the pause button
and seek to sink into a time of reflection,
refreshment and renewal? If so, join us
We meet once a month on
for our year-end retreat, Deep Wells –
Wednesdays, from 7-9 pm, at the Meetinghouse
Living Water. From December 27 through
January 1, Deborah Shaw will facilitiate
UPCOMING
DATES
our experience of spiritual practices
October 24th
[4th Wed]
(from the Friends tradition and others)
November 28th
[4th Wed]
as we seek to refill and refresh our own
December 19th
[3rd Wed]
spiritual wells. In cultivating and nurtur2019
ing our spiritual selves, the Living Water
January 23rd
[4th Wed]
July 24th
[4th Wed]
can restore us to wholeness and balance.
February 27th
[4th Wed]
August 28th
[4th Wed]
th
th
th
th
This retreat will speak to those who enMarch 27
[4 Wed]
September 25
[4 Wed]
th
th
rd
th
joy contemplative, reflective practices as
April 24
[4 Wed]
October 23
[4 Wed]
May 22nd
[4th Wed]
November 20th
[3rd Wed)
we engage in worship, individual and
June 26th
[4th Wed]
December 18th
[3rd Wed]
group reflection, writing and sharing.
Find out more and register early at
http://www.quakercenter.org/DeepWells-Living-Water/.

Hannah Maximove can always use volunteers for her
latest project. Talk to Hannah after meeting!

CRAFTY QUAKERS

CRAFTY QUAKERS—

in THE GARAGE CLASSROOM
7pm

3/26
4/23
5/21 6/18
Crafty
Quakers
At Christmas!
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BURNT NORTON

T.S. Eliot

Time present and time past
Are both perhaps present in time future
And time future contained in time past
What might have been and what has been
Point to one end, which is always present.
Footfalls echo in the memory
Down the passage which we did not take
Towards the door we never opened
Into the rose-garden.
My words echo Thus, in your mind.
But to what purpose? Disturbing the dust on a bowl
of rose-leaves I do not know.
Go, said the bird, for the leaves were full of children, Hidden excitedly, containing laughter.
Go, go, go, said the bird: h
Human kind Cannot bear very much reality.
Time past and time future
What might have been and what has been
Point to one end, which is always present. I
At the still point of the turning world.
Neither flesh nor fleshless;
Neither from nor towards;
at the still point, there the dance is,
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