LISTENING BEYOND THE WORDS
I had been attending Quaker Meeting for the silence and the refuge for a couple of years before I felt called to become a
Friend. I started out in Pittsburgh at East Liberty Meeting and that glorious silence there. In the year I attended, perhaps two people
spoke the entire time. Then I had a mystical experience, and Quakers - being Protestant mystics - seemed the right place to be. By
that time, I had moved back to Washington, D.C., and was attending Florida Avenue Friends, which was anything but a silent Meeting. About a year or so later, someone across the room rose to speak to my condition and I realized in a profound way that there was
something going on besides my personal experience. I joined a Seekers Group and in that group met a woman who gave me my first
true meditation practice: Breathe in Peace and Breathe out Love. I ministered for the first time. I cooked for the seniors. I felt at
home. And then, a man who was sitting almost directly opposite to me rose in Meeting, and for the next six weeks (it seemed longer)
every week, he rose and spoke about Jesus. Not the man, Jesus, the Essene Rabbi, Yeshua the wisdom teacher, but Jesus the suffering
Redeemer, Jesus the Sacrifice as expressed in the divine suffering of St. Francis. At that point ,just the words Christian and Jesus and
Resurrection shut me down. I was in love with Friedrich Nietzsche and was married to an 18th-century rationalist. I was a refugee
from an Episcopalian upbringing. I knew every word of the service (both communion and morning prayer) and I needed the silence
and the improvisation. But for six weeks all this man ministered to (sometimes in tears) was the painful suffering of St. Francis and
his faith in Jesus. I didn’t know what to do, so I spoke with him. He was very earnest; he was in pain. I considered asking one of
the elders sitting on the facing bench (they still had one at Florida Avenue) what I could do because it just seemed intolerable. And
then, one First Day, he had moved. He had been invited to sit on the facing bench. I figured the elders must be hearing something
else and maybe I should listen harder. Suddenly I had the notion that I had rejected this version of God and now there He was, in the
form of this man, on the bench across from me, putting me to the test. “Oh really? You know who I am?” What was interesting was
that shortly after being invited to the facing bench, he stopped ministering every week. It took me until a few years ago to realize
that the wise old friends had changed his point of view as well.
Since that experience, I have tried, really tried, to listen beyond the words. Of course, I had no idea what that meant. I traveled for a bit and landed at Orange Grove and the first thing I said to the first friend I talked to was that I wanted to join. She (Kitty
Baragatto) smiled and nodded and said something noncommittal. I did write my letter and Bob Vogel was on my clearness committee and Catherine Langston was my Overseer (aka Pastoral Care Person). Even though I knew I was welcome, for the longest time I
was afraid that if anyone found out what I really thought, they’d tell me I couldn’t be a Quaker. Then I started interviewing people.
I found out that Catherine, the sweet white haired beauty who ministered with such conviction about Jesus didn’t believe in heaven
or the Resurrection. Then Bob Vogel, who often quoted scripture, told me that when he asked his son what he remembered about
being a good Quaker, he said that the main impact was the night his father drove his young family across Texas until 2 am because
he refused to stay at a motel that wouldn’t rent to Negroes. Faith in action. And the glorious Quaker couple at the center of Meeting
told me they didn't believe in any of the Christian stuff at all. I started to grow roots. After all if Thomas Jefferson could cut the
Resurrection from his Bible, why couldn’t I?
Then I went on Worship and Ministry and experienced the worst four months of my time with friends. Two members, both of
whom were Christocentric, one gay and one straight, expressed their raw, opposing feelings about same gender marriage. One was
for, and one was deeply against it When meeting came to unity on a Minute supporting it in 1991, three friends left meeting. The
silence could not absorb their difference. Gracia Fay Ellwood said to me, “There is a price sometimes to unity.”
In the last twenty years, my beliefs as a Friend have evolved and I have been able to embrace my past. Even though I am a
universalist who thinks there is one inexpressible God and humans have created multiple religions to describe it, the roots of my belief are Christian and I can embrace the Jesus I prayed to as a child. I find Him in Christmas carols and wisdom teachings. I believe
that his teaching express the profound paradox of life. I realize that for those who are true monotheists, it is not easy to accept the
beliefs of a universalist. I am not “right,” and they are not “wrong.” We are simply expressions of God.
The silence is not a refuge, and it is not there to cover up our differences. The silence is so we can learn to listen and truly
hear what is being said. It is so we can truly hear God’s will for us even when it comes to us through imperfect, issue-driven, egodriven, suffering-driven or Jesus-driven worshippers. It is never my will be done, and it is my job as a worshipper to see if I can hear
beyond the words and hear the God in what this human worshipper is saying .
Sharon Doyle
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Committees and Clerks
COMMITTEE

CLERK

E-MAIL ADDRESS

Animal Kinship Committee

Kate Carpenter

animal@ogmm.org

Burial Committee

Cliff Lester

burial@ogmm.org

Children’s Education Committee

Abira Ali/Kindred Gottlieb

children@ogmm.org

Fellowship Coordinators (Flash Paper )

Hannah Maximova/Estelle Stevens

fellowship@ogmm.org

Finance Committee

Betty Ann Jansson

finance@ogmm.org

Library Committee

Nina Rivinus

library@ogmm.org

Nominating Committee

Sharon Doyle

nominating@ogmm.org

Pastoral Care Committee

Sara Rose House Kate Carpenter

pastoral@ogmm.org

Peace & Social Concerns Committee

Nina Rivinus

peace@ogmm.org

Property Committee

Judson Emerick

property@ogmm.org

Resident Friend Committee

Nina Rivinus

resident@ogmm.org

Worship & Ministry Committee

Jean Lester

worship@ogmm.org

Meeting Jobs
OFFICE

OFFICEHOLDER

E-MAIL ADDRESS

Email Announcements

Dan Strickland

announce@ogmm.org

Archivist

Steve Rosenbluth

archivist@ogmm.org

Assistant Clerk of the Meeting

Jane Krause

assistant@ogmm.org

Childcare Coordinator

Kindred Gottlieb

childcare@ogmm.org

Clerk of the Meeting

Blake Arnall

clerk@ogmm.org

Corresponding Clerk

corresponding@ogmm.org

Database Clerk

Dan Strickland

database@ogmm.org

Minute Clerk

Claire Gorfinkel

minutes@ogmm.org

Orange Grove Record Editors

Sharon Doyle/Peter Landau

record@ogmm.org

Recorder

Steve Rosenbluth

recorder@ogmm.org

Resident Friend

Philip Way

friend@ogmm.org

Treasurer of the Meeting

Jane Krause

treasurer@ogmm.org

Orange Grove Monthly Meeting of Friends
520 East Orange Grove Boulevard
Pasadena CA 92204
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MEETING ORGANIZATION
MEETING OFFICERS
Clerk
Assistant Clerk
Minute Clerk
Treasurer
Recorder
STANDING COMMITTEES
Children’s Education
Fellowship
Finance
Nominating
Peace and Social Concerns
Property
Pastoral Care
Worship and Ministry
MEETING REPRESENTATIVES
Pacific Yearly Meeting
Southern California Quarterly Meeting
FCL FCL CA FWCC, Friends in Deed, Union Station
AD HOC COMMITTEES
Ad Hoc committees are generally under the care of a
standing committee
Burial Committee (Pastoral Care)
Library Committee (Worship & Ministry)
Animal Husbandry (Peace and Social Concerns)
Communications (Pastoral Care)
MEETING JOBS
Jobs are performed by individuals for meeting. They
are often under the care of a standing committee or the
Clerk of Meeting;
Archivist (Clerk)
Adult FDS Coordinator (Worship & Ministry
Children’s Education Coordinator (CEC Sup
(CEC Support Committee)
Corresponding Clerk (Clerk)
Database Manager (Communications)
Resident Friend (Resident Friend Support Committee)
Site Manager (Property)
Record Editor (Communications)
Website Clerk (Communications)

HOW DO I..........?
Make an announcement?

Write it down and put them in the announcement basket before meeting starts. There is an announcement
basket either on the table in front of the fireplace or in
the closet to the right of the library door. There are
often helpful blank forms.

Get something out on the email list ?

If you are a clerk or a representative, you can submit
on your own. If you aren’t a clerk, ask a clerk to do it
for you. Send it to announce@ogmm.org

Get something in the record?

Send an email to record@ogmm.org with an idea or
an article. Record comes out ever two months.

Request a clearness committee?

Speak to the clerk of Pastoral Care or ask any member
of Meeting to find out if a clearness committee is appropriate to help you. Email pastoralcare@ogmm.org

Get reimbursed for a meeting expense?

Look for the file box in the Library. In the treasurer’s
folder are blank forms which you can fill out and
leave in the treasurer’s folder with the receipts. In
general, the treasurer needs to know who has authorized the expense: the committee and the clerk. The
treasurer can also email you one.

Find out how to join Meeting?

Talk to any member of Pastoral Care or Worship and
Ministry or email the committee. There is a pamphlet
on membership in the pamphlet rack next to the back
door.

Find out how to join a Committee?

Talk to any member of nominating committee or
email nominating committee, or talk to the members
of committee. Some committees have open policies on
joining them; some require a process.

Contribute to Meeting

You can write a check and put it in an envelope and
put it in the box in the fellowship room or you can go
to the Website and use our PAYPAL button.
You can also volunteer. That is a huge contribution to
Meeting. Make the coffee or help clean up after potluck, join a committee or come to Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Doing Business. If you miss
out on our process, you are missing out on half of
Quakerism.
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HOW SHOULD THE U.S.
RESPOND
TO THE MIGRANT CARAVAN?
NEWS & COMMENTARY | BY KATHRYN JOHNSON
APRIL 25, 2018

We can't let Trump use a humanitarian call to further militarize our border
communities.
By now, you’ve probably heard about President Trump’s response to the caravan of migrants
traveling across Mexico to highlight humanitarian issues in Central America—and the rights
of individuals to seek international protection.
In his tweets, Trump sought to dehumanize these men, women, and children, many of whom were escaping
violence and seeking asylum and humanitarian assistance.
When I saw the coverage of the caravan, I saw courage, solidarity, and
desperate hope. I saw strength and
protection in people banding together.
I saw Mexican churches and communities offering compassion, hospitality, and support to people who were
likely making the most difficult journey of their lives.
Pueblo Sin Frontera

I’ve seen firsthand some of the conditions that have forced people to flee. Last year, Hondurans took to the street in massive protests after President Juan Orlando Hernandez won re-election, despite massive fraud and international condemnation. Honduran police and military cracked down on protesters with terrifying violence, killing at least 30 and injuring hundreds more.
While I visited Honduras in January, I met the family members of protesters who were shot
dead by military police and other victims of the government’s gross violations of human
rights. I saw the heavy militarization of the country, with police and soldiers posted at every
other intersection, and I saw how quickly and forcefully they worked to thwart any sign of
protest, converging on protesters with their faces covered and guns drawn.
Hondurans also experience some of the highest levels of generalized violence in the world as
well deep inequality and poverty. U.S. foreign policy—including providing millions of dollars
in weapons and military training to the Hernandez regime—has also helped fuel instability in Hondu4

ras. This is why several hundred Hondurans joined the caravan of migrants organized by Pueblo sin Fronteras this
year.
But President Trump portrays this same caravan of people in need as a threat, tweeting messages that play to xenophobic fears. Perhaps more dangerously, Trump is using the caravan as an opportunity to advance his agenda to further militarize our southern border.
For decades, anti-immigrant policies have systematically militarized our southern border communities—
criminalizing millions of immigrants and creating dangerous and repressive conditions from California to Texas. Border communities are terrorized by Border Patrol Agents—who operate with impunity—and subjected to walls and
surveillance that cut through towns and protected lands.
Trump wants to escalate these assaults on our border communities. For example, he has tweeted that he wants to:





Deploy thousands of National Guard troops to the U.S.-Mexico border.
Eliminate protections for unaccompanied children from Central America and other countries making it easier to
deport children back to the dangerous conditions that caused them to flee.
Detain asylum seekers and others indefinitely in dangerous, sometimes deadly conditions in mostly for-profit detention centers across the country.

Although Trump claimed that Mexico has done nothing to stop people from entering through its southern border,
Mexico has actually deported huge numbers of Central Americans every year since 2014. That year, the United States
began funding Mexico’s Southern Border Initiative and putting heavy pressure on its government to ramp up arrests
and deportations, especially of children.
And while Mexico’s asylum laws are arguably stronger than those of the United States, its asylum system is woefully
underfunded and overburdened. Mexico received 14,496 asylum applications in 2017—more than four times the
number from just two years earlier.
Still, authorities in Mexico have offered many caravan participants humanitarian visas or short-term permission to
remain in the country, allowing them to decide whether to stay in Mexico, or continue on and apply for asylum in the
United States.
Caravan participants who want to seek asylum in the U.S. made the last leg of the journey together from Mexico City
to the border near San Diego, arriving over the last few days. When they turn themselves in at our border—as hundreds plan to do—our government should respect the rights they’re granted under international and U.S. law and
allow them to apply for asylum here. If caravan participants are turned away at the border—or denied a fair hearing
and returned to dangerous conditions—we will have failed not only international law but a grave moral test. When
we had the opportunity to protect the persecuted, we chose to drive them away with our military. Instead of talking
about troops and further criminalizing immigrants, we could follow the example of churches and communities along
migrant routes and open our doors and hearts to those who seek protection and a better life. We can use the strength
and courage the caravan inspires and send some of that along to our elected officials, asking them to stand up to hateful, fearful responses and demonstrate compassion and humanity instead.

Kathryn Johnson is the Policy Advocacy Coordinator with AFSC's Office for Public Policy and Advocacy. Before joining
AFSC, she was a Field Organizer for Public Citizen’s Global Trade Watch where she educated and mobilized constituents
against the Trans Pacific Partnership. Previously, she served as Assistant Director of the Guatemala Human Rights Commission/USA, supporting human rights defenders, educating the international community, and coordinating a network of activists to demand responsible US policies. As part of that position, Kathryn did significant legislative advocacy in response
to the surge of child migrants from Central America to highlight the root causes of migration and push for an effective and
humane response from the US Government.. Kathryn has also organized students and activists on issues related to sweat
shop labor, fair trade, environmental protections and campesino land rights. She has a B.A. in International Trade and Human Development from Western Washington University and a Master of Public Administration from the Evans School at
the University of Washington.
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One of the best
things about our
EASTER
BREAKFAST
POTLUCK
(aside from chocolate !) is the glorious sight of
Quaker Kids
DRESSED UP in
beautiful
garments
shining like the
new flowers that
they are.

r

SPRING
FEsitvals
at Orange Grove
Easter
Earth Day
PassoveR
A PASSOVER DINNER
was held at the home of
Steve Rosenbluth and
Helene Jutras with a variety of friends, Haggadahs
and the traditional
ritual foods.

For Earth Month FDS Kids
and their parents joined in
the LA RIVER
CLEAN UP
This was the first event of
GROK—
Golden Rule Opportunities for
KIDS.
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RETURN OF THE INTERVIEWS
In 2003, Hannah Maximova became Editor of the Record,and started an interviewing project. When she was she had
interviewed 15 members and attenders of Orange Grove Meeting. I had interviewed 8 for my video project in the
1990’s and have been transcribing them. Many of these interview are posted on our website, but I thought it would be
intriguing to revisit them again in a more public way.
Meet our beloved Hannah Maximova, artist and beautiful friend. This is a portrait of her 13 years ago—BEFORE she
had Linus, organized our Feste De Goias and Baby Welcoming Parties, and began a whole new career competing for,
designing and installing Mosaics.

Traveling with the Mystics

An Interview with Hannah Maximova by Michelle White
December 2005
MICHELLE: Okay, so, Hannah, where were you born? Give me some background here.
HANNAH: I was born in Iowa City, Iowa, but I don’t know much about it because we moved to Tucson when I was four. I
lived in Tucson until I finished college and then moved to Chicago for nine years before moving here three years ago. I’m 33.
I have two older brothers, and we were raised Jewish—we all had our Bar and Bat Mitzvahs, four years of Hebrew school,
extended overnight camp, the whole thing.
MICHELLE: You’re sure you’re not English and going to boarding
school or something?
HANNAH: Maybe it sounds strange, but my brothers and I went to
away to camp for a month or two at a time. We each spent several summers there when we were pretty young kids. It was Camp Charles
Pearlstein in Prescott, Arizona, and it was incredible. We had the best
Rabbi, the woods were amazing…it was an incredibly powerful experience for me. So I was raised pretty decisively Jewish. But my father
isn’t Jewish (he isn’t Christian either—he was raised without religion),
and my brothers and I went to a Catholic school for three years when
we were young. That was really more of a hippie school. The kids were
free to learn or not learn anything. There were no classes and we did
whatever we liked. It was great. When we transitioned back to public
school, we were well above our grade levels once we’d adjusted to the
public school experience. So I don’t think we were hampered by spending years at hippie school. It’s one of the best gifts I’ve ever been given. I didn’t have to sit still or experience boredom until fourth grade. I
ran free and did whatever appealed to me. Years later I asked my brother why all of our teachers there had names like “Sister Mary,” “Sister
Judy,” and “Sister Ann,” and he said, “They were nuns!” Nuns! I had
no idea. (laughs) So I guess it was technically a Catholic hippie school,
but there were plenty of Jews around. I did more art there than I’ve ever
done since. Afterward, we settled into public school. Then when I was
twelve, my parents divorced. My mother moved into our vacation cabin
on the nearby Mount Lemmon, and my brothers and I stayed with our
father. He was at work most of the time, so it was pretty chaotic in our
house for a couple of years. The kids were in charge, and for us that
wasn’t a good thing. I feel like we were yelling and fighting almost all
of the time.

Hanna Maximova
with her husband, Mike Hartigan, and son, Linus.

MICHELLE: What was your Mom doing on the mountain?

7

HANNAH: Well, she had a small computer business, and she was a volunteer firefighter for a
while. We saw her pretty often when either she visited us or we visited her. I threw up just
about every time I made that trip up the mountain though. It was a very difficult expanse for
me to cross. I’ve always had motion sickness on very curvy roads. Eventually, my mother
moved back to Tucson, and I moved into the apartment she rented. I lived alone in her place for
a while though, because she took a job that put her on the road almost all of the time. Both of
my parents have since apologized for making decisions that were hard on us when we were
young teenagers.
MICHELLE: Did you get into trouble?
HANNAH: No, I really didn’t. It seems like people from more intact families have very different kinds of things to rebel against as teenagers—they have normalcy to rebel against. When
your family busts up, you get chaos to react to instead, sometimes through being very normal. I
was a cheerleader all through high school.
MICHELLE: So was I!
HANNAH: All right! That’s so great! Yeah, my parents hated it, they were mortified.
MICHELLE: Yeah! (laughing) It mortifies ME that I was a cheerleader!
Hannah at the Holi Celebration
HANNAH: Oh, I’m proud of it! When I tell people they usually can’t believe it. When I told
my Dad I was joining the squad, he got very serious and said, “Okay, you can do cheerleading,
but you also have to be on the basketball team” (laughs). I said, “Right.” I hate basketball and completely suck at it. For me
cheering was terrific. It was so normal and structured. I got to be the captain twice and got to learn to be in charge of things…I
got to feel like a regular kid again like I hadn’t for years. When you ask if I got into trouble, I don’t think I did, but I guess
some people would call it trouble that I drank a lot and got stoned a fair amount of times and went to many parties. I never did
it during school weeks or while driving, so I don’t think it was so bad. A lot of people complain about high school, but I loved
it…had a great time.
MICHELLE: And how were your grades?
HANNAH: Great. I always got A’s and B’s. Honestly, I feel like you’re not supposed to say it, but partying the way I did was
good for me. I was a pretty shy kid, and then I wasn't shy as a teenager and haven’t been shy since. It helped me through some
of my problems by helping me feel less self-conscious. I was also lucky to have a close group of friends I spent nearly all of
my time with. Most of us had screwball families, so we understood each other.
MICHELLE: So what next? How did you apply to college and do all those things you need parents for?
HANNAH: I stayed in Tucson and went to the University of Arizona and arranged all of that with my friends. We did the applications, visited the school, chose dorms and all that together. We were hyper-responsible kids, having been responsible for
ourselves from a young age. I should mention that by the time I finished my second year of college, I had stopped drinking and
smoking and haven’t been drunk or stoned since. I haven’t had more than a half a glass of wine or a few sips of beer since I
was 19. I guess I just finished with it and didn’t want it anymore. Lost interest. In my college dorm, I was friends with most of
my wing but was especially close to a young woman named Lauren Canter who I’d known since I was little girl. She and I had
been in the same cabin at Camp Charles Pearlstein, and we had pictures of us together as little kids. Lauren and I really bonded
in college because we both had problems with insomnia (I don’t anymore). We’d sit in the dorm’s kitchen all night talking
when we couldn’t sleep. She had a lot of stories to tell because she was a survivor of childhood cancer and wasn’t expected to
live very long. She had been to terminal camp, the camp you can’t qualify for unless you’re dying. Most of what I remember
talking about late at night was terminal camp and all the dead people she knew. She had dark brown eyes but her eyes kind of
washed black when she talked about it. For an 18-year-old, she had a very powerful relationship with death. Then she died a
year later when we were sophomores and she became the first person I knew who’d passed away. After she was gone, school
got a lot less engaging. Her dying made my living feel different, like I couldn’t understand why I got to live and she didn’t. I
felt like life was something I had to earn, that it wasn’t just there to squander and be bored with. I’d always wanted to go to
Europe, but that seemed impossible until a friend told me about the student travel office on campus. It turned out that there
were programs that made it easy to work there. So I saved up a bunch of money, got my visas together and bought a one-way
ticket to London.
MICHELLE: Were you studying there?
HANNAH: No, I showed up with no place to live or work and not knowing anyone. I remember having dinner with my Dad
one night before then and going on about how tired I was from all the jobs, and he asked why I was working so much. “Oh,” I
said, “I’m leaving for Europe in a couple of weeks. Didn’t I mention that?” I guess I hadn’t. Oops. I’d been saving for months
or maybe a year at that point.
MICHELLE: Were you putting yourself through school?
HANNAH: No, my Dad paid for my schooling. I was lucky. My Mom contributed too. I always worked, but that was for
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spending money. I didn’t have to worry about tuition, books, rent or food. That was part
of the reason I stayed in my state for college. That way it could be cheap and I could get
a lot of help. So I took a semester off from college and spent six months abroad, and
came back a different person. I’d never been anywhere by myself before then. I was
absolutely terrified to go. I had my visas, the money I’d saved, my new passport, and
I’d given most of my things away, stored
The OF
nightWAGING
before I left was
nuts, I was
100others.
YEARS
PEACE
so scared to go.
(AFSC is century old in 2017. For the full
MICHELLE: And you didn’t goTimeLine
with anyonecheck
else? it out at www.afsc.org
HANNAH: Nope, I went alone. My friend Lauren dying just changed my priorities and
opened up the possibility for me to live that way. I’ve heard that translated into survivor’s guilt but it was great gift at 19 to feel that life was a choice, an option and a privilege. And not to honor that gift with the coolest life you’re capable of making was to
show great disrespect to the people who didn’t get to live it. So I went and stayed in
London for two weeks, met some great people, and decided I didn’t want to stay in LonHannah does Halloween as a Dime.
don. That led me to a ticket booth in a train station where I asked the ticket guy if he
knew of a university town that might be a good place to live in. “I’m from Swansea,” he said. So I got a ticket to Swansea in
southern Wales and found a room to rent and a job. Well, two jobs: I bartended and worked in a backpack store. Eventually, I
traveled all over the continent with all sorts of people. It was the greatest thing I’d ever done. It was amazing, it changed me
permanently. So many fellow backpackers I met had had a close friend or relative their age die, that was a normal experience
there. The student backpacking community is a group with very little money, no plans, no appointments, nothing to do but adventure around and get to know each other.

AFSC

MICHELLE: Were these primarily Americans?
HANNAH: No, not at all. Most hostels had maybe 5 to 15 percent Americans. Most of the people you meet there are from other
countries. It’s immensely social to travel alone if you’re friendly. You meet a million people. And if people you like are going
in a direction you’re intrigued by, you go with them. If not, you don’t.
MICHELLE: How were you different when you came back?
HANNAH: I wasn’t afraid of anything. Or if I was, I didn’t worry about it much. I’d been alone in the middle of the night a
couple of times in some very creepy places and had some strange scrapes. But each time it worked out in such great ways. I was
helped or rescued in amazing ways. I felt like I found out that the universe wants to love you and wants you to fulfill your destiny. And you can tell what that is because it reverberates in the core of your being and makes your whole consciousness quake.
That’s what you’re supposed to be doing, and the universal consciousness wants you to do it, wants to help you do it, and it
gives you a million little guides to learn how. There’s an Einstein quote: “The most important decision we make is whether we
believe we live in a friendly or hostile universe. "So I came back from my trip feeling slightly bananas and newly born. I felt
like I’d found my hands there, my capabilities. So I got back and registered to go back to school and had the clear feeling that
school only matters when you care about it. There were classes I didn’t care about, and on my trip I didn’t remember one thing
about them—they hadn’t even happened in my experience. There were other ones that affected me so deeply, that sort of wrote
the story of me in a big way. There weren’t many of those, but they were the only ones that mattered. Once I was back, I didn’t
take classes that didn’t resonate with me.
MICHELLE: Were they the kinds of things that led to a degree, or were you just hanging out?
HANNAH: Yeah, they were, and I did. I got my degree in fine art photography. So in that time I was also in a performance
comedy group which was pretty popular on campus. I’d watched it for years before I joined and had always loved it. Hundreds
of people came to see it every week, and most of us rearranged our schedules every semester to be sure that our Fridays at noon
were free. I don’t know where I got the idea that I could join, but I tried out, got in, and did that for a couple of years. That’s
where I met my husband Mike. He was in the group for a few years before I joined. We were 20 and 22 at the time, and we’ve
been together ever since. Every week our comedy group would write an hour’s worth of original sketches, have a writers’ meeting and two rehearsals, and then put on the show on Fridays. It took a lot of time to be in this group, way more than a regular
class. I got in as a writer and then eventually progressed to being a performer too. It was so fun to perform for such an appreciative audience. It was great to write something and see it performed that week, to find out that quickly what would affect people
and what wouldn’t. After graduating we moved to Chicago and lived there for nine years. But in the middle of that I went back
to Europe on another one-way ticket by myself and stayed for another six months. Mike stayed in the U.S. but came over to visit
for three weeks in the middle of it. At that time, I thought I’d take a six-month trip every six years but have since learned that
that gets harder the older you get (laughs). It’s a lot easier at 19 and 25.
On that second trip I lived and worked in London and again wandered around the continent alot. I could earn enough money in
London in one day to spend a week in Greece. I did graphic design and art direction that time, the same work I do now. One day
on that trip I was at the top of a hill in Oban, a city in northern Scotland. had learned about this crazy family that lived there in
the last century, the McCaigs. The family had four sons and four daughters, all of them attractive, intelligent, socially] engaged
people. None of them married, none had children, and I believe they lived together all their lives. Weird. They just didn't have to
procreate or marry for their lives to be fulfilled. Many of them worked, so they had plenty of money. One of the brothers decided that he wanted to use the money to give the towns stonecutters something to do. He commissioned a huge stone circle on the
hill above the city. It has huge arched windows cut out of it. And standing in the middle of it, it's a crazy feeling, it's just
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charged with energy. From these people who never married or had children and never wanted to; they weren’t leaving much behind but this incredible huge stone circle that just felt like proof of a majesty of lives lived
without the usual life experiences of marrying and having kids. So, I had
this great epiphany in the Crown of Oban. I knew that I wanted to make
films.
MICHELLE: And you wouldn’t have to marry or have children.
HANNAH: Well I wanted to be with Mike all my life, and we do want
children. But I didn’t want being married and having children to be my
only reasons to exist. As a Jewish woman there's a certain amount of pressure to procreate and make more Jews. We lost a lot of people in the last
century. So I came back, and in a few weeks wrote my short film that took
about a year and a half to produce. Mike was already a filmmaker. He'd
done his degree in film, and I'd worked on a couple of films he'd made.
The filmmaking process wasn’t totally alien to me. Still its's amazing how
much there is to do on even a tiny Super 8 film like that. I had to get actors, recording studio time, costumes, musicians, places to shoot, sound
Hannah in the Light
effects, editing space—-it goes on and on. Then I needed an editor to finish the whole thing. We made it; it's called Phoszote and Other Stories.
For the first time I got to find out what would happen if I didn”t try to make people happy by incorporating things I didn’t like.
I just wanted to know if my instincts could make something good. Mike and I have a strong belief that whoever writes, drives a
project. Driving means that whenever threes a conflict, the writer gets final say, no argument, that's it. Discussing it before a decision is made is fine but once something has been decided by the writer, that's it. That means your ideas are respected and you
make all the important decisions (and you're responsible if it sucks). So it was incredibly gratifying when the film got into a few
film festivals and then got a distribution contract from a Chicago distribution company.
Following a film across the country is so wonderful. It’s the greatest ego trip I’ve ever experienced. It’s swimming in the ego
ocean. I now see that as not a perfectly healthy thing, but at the time it was wildly satisfying. I didn’t sell nearly enough copies to
make up the cost of producing it, but in self-produced independent film work you don’t necessarily expect to. So I was drunk on
that experience when I got started on my feature film. That took lots of money, three years, and everything I had. I was worked
nearly to pieces by my experience of that film. Over 200 people, many of whom were involved for much of the three year period—few of whom worked for us fulltime for months at a time—all of this, and nobody’s being paid. We were lucky to find an
incredible group of people to work with, and my cheerleading skills came in very handy. But films age and they die. My film
might have died—I finished it in 2002. It was a surprise to me that it didn’t make anything and I couldn’t pay anyone anything.
All along I really thought more would happen with that film. Since I’d already sold one film to a distributor, I could get other
distributors to talk to me. But then they’d ask if this project was in any of the three magic categories: sci-fi, horror, and lesbigay,
and the answer was no. So of course, I decided to make a sci-fi lesbigay horror, but I couldn’t really fake it—the whole process is
so hard—and if I don’t love it, I can’t expend that kind of energy. So that went out the window. Then we moved here so Mike
could go to grad school at Cal Arts. And I had to stop being a fine artist for the first time since I’d started. I was still a commercial artist, but that’s a different world. My whole sense of identity was as an independent artist. Our friends in Chicago had never
known me any other way, not just as an artist but someone who ran big, complicated. productions. It was strange to move here
where people know that Mike’s artsy since he’s the one in school, and sometimes I hear things like, “How nice to be married to
an artist, that must be so interesting
Mike had been treated that way for a few years when I was making my films. He’d been the husband of the writer/director, and
he didn’t like it either. So when it got switched, and I was just the wife of the artist, I felt awful. But how could these people
know what I could do when I didn’t do anything like that anymore? And if I wasn’t working as a designer full-time, how could
we live?
We came down from two incomes to one. I made much less money here, and our expenses skyrocketed. That’s what took me to
Quaker Meeting originally. I just felt off center and needed to find another way to live. I’d been meditating at home for a while
and loved it and wanted to join a meditation group. The Zen center I found charged $7 a session, but in our financial position that
wasn’t possible. I knew about Quakers, I’d interviewed one for my feature film and had been to Meeting in Evanston. So I
thought I’d find one here and check it out.
MICHELLE: Were the money problems a strain on your relationship?
HANNAH: Not really. It was hard, and hard for him feeling guilty about the whole thing. But I choose to be married, and if having this crappy experience is what it takes to be married to a happy partner, I choose it. I choose to be married before I choose to
be an artist. It’s a major value in my life. I’ll take the sacrifices. Through Meeting, yoga, and hiking, though, I somehow came to
the understanding that I don’t have to do anything to be worthwhile (laughs). I don’t have to accomplish anything to be successful, don’t have to prove anything to be meaningful. This was stunning news. It gave me a different view of all the work and
things I’d done. Before then, if I wasn’t deeply involved in some big project, I felt awful. I used to describe it as feeling like I
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could taste, smell, and feel something rotting in my heart, like fruit rotting. Horrible feeling. Doing giant creative ventures or
planning six-month trips relieved that feeling. But I’m not doing anything like that now, and it doesn’t sting anymore. It’s been
an incredible gift to not feel guilty about not being productive. The last three years of not being able to be a fine artist and having to find an identity separate from that has made it possible for us to really consider parenthood. I didn’t have any space for
that before. I felt like I’d die if I stopped working so hard at my art. Finding out that I didn’t die…it’s great. If I make something
like a film again, that’s good; I love doing it, but it would be very different now. It’s something I can do, but it’s not who I am.
A friend pointed out that if I had realized this eight years ago, I wouldn’t have made my films. That would be too bad because
I’m really proud of them. They were the best I could do. If I had known that I had two chances in my lifetime to say something
in film, those are the films I’d have made. I’d like to make more films, but if I can’t, it’s not going to kill me. I can be happy
without it. I feel incredible gratitude that I got to give away the best thing I could do. It makes me feel so deeply understood
even though the films aren’t that autobiographical. It’s like a drug. I haven’t been drunk or stoned in fifteen years, but I’ve been
incredibly drunk on creative work. It’s like a flood of joy that I got to express these things. I haven’t had a kid yet though, and I
hear people say that they feel that way about them
too. Occasionally, while meditating I'll feel something
similar, an openness and lightness that's quietly joyful. That's when I feel like the mystics are saying
something that I have access to, that existence is a
deep euphoria if you listen to it. So I guess I’m in a
weird space but it feels nice.

From our Friends in ANIMAL KINSHIP

At THE PEACEABLE TABLE

MICHELLE: It doesn’t sound like you’re done with
filmmaking.
HANNAH: Who knows? My short film still wanders
around and plays here and there. It just played somewhere in Africa and in Reykjavik, Iceland. But if I’m
letting go of my need to achieve outward things while
hoping that something will sneak in the back door, I
haven’t really let go of anything—I’m still ruled by
ego need. To truly release it means it doesn’t matter if
it happens or not, and that's how I'd like to feel. It may
be hokey, but right now I just want to be.

EDITOR’S NOTE
Since this interview 13 years ago, Hannah has given birth to the amazing Linus. Her husband, Michael has become a professional film editor and
Hannah herself has embarked on a remarkable
career as the creator of Zoe Mosaics.
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THE GLORY OF SOUP FOR POTLUCK
More than a few years ago, our Christmas play was based on STONE SOUP—the old folk tale of two
footloose travelers who con a stingy village into helping them make magical Stone Soup. As they carefully pick the stone and boil the water, the villagers, one by one, discover a carrot or an onion or turnip
they can add and wind up creating a wonderful community meal.
At our monthly meals, soup appears miraculously and anchors the meal. It’s a wonderful thing to
make soup for the meeting because your meeting for worship begins the day before, when you start
slicing onions or carrots and ponder your spices. There’s nothing quite so great as feeding people—
even people who demand to know what ingredients you used— because warm full tummies make
everyone feel generous.
Why don’t you give it a try? Don’t have a big pot or a good kitchen? Come early and make it at Orange Grove! Don’t know a recipe? Well, here are three from our more experienced soup Makers,
Kate Carpenter, Michelle White, and Kim Hopkins.

Ribollita
courtesy of Kate Carpenter and Vegan Planet by Robin Robertson
This flavorful cabbage and bean soup from Tuscany is made thick by spooning it over a slice
of toasted bread (but I actually don’t serve it like this—bread is on the side). I always make it
in vats and you can easily modify the amounts of the vegetables, as long as you star t with
green cabbage. I make this recipe more by feel than by measuring out precise amounts of ingredients. I’m making up exact quantities here.
2 tablespoons olive oil
3 garlic cloves, minced
1 yellow onion, chopped
3 carrots, ¼-inch slices
1 head green cabbage, cored and chopped
Teaspoon each: basil, oregano
28 oz. can chopped tomatoes
3 medium white potatoes, diced
4 cups vegetable stock or water
2 bay leaves
Salt and freshly ground black pepper
1 can kidney/northern or pinto beans, drained and rinsed
1 can cannellini beans, drained and rinsed
1 cup green beans (for color, optional)
Heat oil in a large pot over medium heat. Add the onions, carrots, and garlic. Cover
and cook until softened. Add the cabbage, potatoes, tomatoes, stock, bay leaves, oregano, basil, salt, and pepper. Make sure there is enough of a tomato-y sauce for the
vegetables to be cooked in. Simmer until vegetables are soft, about 40 minutes. Add
green beans and cannellini/kidney beans and simmer another 20 minutes or so. Remove the bay leaves and adjust seasoning if necessary.
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THE BEST VEGERTARIAN SOUP IN THE
WORLD!
Courtesy of Kim Hopkins and Allrecipes.com
1 tablespoon olive oil
1/2 medium onion, chopped
2 bay leaves
1 teaspoon ground cumin
2 tablespoons dried oregano
1 tablespoon salt
2 stalks celery, chopped
2 green bell peppers, chopped
2 jalapeno peppers, chopped
3 cloves garlic, chopped
2 (4 ounce) cans chopped green chili peppers,
drained
2 (12 ounce) packages vegetarian burger crumbles
3 (28 ounce) cans whole peeled tomatoes,
crushed
1/4 cup chili powder
1 tablespoon ground black pepper
1 (15 ounce) can kidney beans, drained

1 (15 ounce) can garbanzo beans, drained
1 (15 ounce) can black beans
1 (15 ounce) can whole kernel corn
Directions
1. Heat the olive oil in a large pot over medium
heat. Stir in the onion, and season with bay
leaves, cumin, oregano, and salt. Cook and stir
until onion is tender, then mix in the celery, green
bell peppers, jalapeno peppers, garlic, and green
chili peppers. When vegetables are heated
through, mix in the vegetarian burger crumbles. .
2. Reduce heat to low, cover pot, and simmer 5
minutes.
3. Mix the tomatoes into the pot. Season chili with
chili powder and pepper. Stir in the kidney beans,
garbanzo beans, and black beans. Bring to a boil,
reduce heat to low, and simmer 45 minutes. Stir in
the corn, and continue cooking 5 minutes before
serving.

Moroccan Carrot Soup

with yogurt and mace
Courtesy of Michelle White and Paleo Soups and
Stews by Simone Miller
Ingredients
1 tablespoon avocado oil or light olive oil
1 medium onion - diced
1 tablespoon fresh grated ginger
2 tablespoons fresh turmeric or 3/4 teaspoon
ground turmeric
½ teaspoon ground coriander
½ teaspoon ground cumin
1/8 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1 teaspoon salt
2 pounds chopped carrots
1 apple - peeled , cored, diced
6 cups Chicken broth or vegetable broth
Dairy free or Spiced yogurt for garnish
Ground mace for garnish

Directions
1. In a large pot, heat the oil over a medium
high flame. When it’s hot, add onion and cook for
6-8 minutes or until the onions are golden brown
or begin to soften.
2. Turn heat down to low. Add ginger. Turmeric,
coriander, cumin, cinnamon and salt and cook for
another minute or until fragrant, stirring constantly.
3. Add carrot, apple and broth and bring to
boil. Turn the heat down to medium-low and cover. Simmer 30 minutes or until the carrots are very
soft.
4. Puree soup in batches in blender until the
soup is smooth.
Yield:
4 to 6 servings
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News from Quaker Center
June 23-30, 2018
It's time to register for CAMP! We welcome all kids entering 5th - 9th grades for
Quaker Service and Art Camp. This year, camp is a combination and reconfiguration
of our two previous youth camps. Campers will join Camp Co-directors, Julian Garrett and Nate Secrest, camp staff and seasoned Friends to experience a multigenerational community through fun activities. Multigenerational crews will gather to
work on service projects at Quaker Center or travel to Santa Cruz. In addition to community service, the we will explore Quaker practices through town meetings, experiential learning, inter-generational kitchen and cleaning crews, games and music. Campers will also enjoy games, hiking around Quaker Center, and swimming, as well as
whichever art course they choose to take for the week. Learn more and register your
child by June 1st at http://www.quakercenter.org/youth-camp/
June 1-3
Join Wes Daniels for Remixing Faith: Seeds of Renewal in the Quaker Tradition for
the 21st Century from to reflect upon the challenges within the Quaker tradition. We
will consider a “convergent” framework for how Friends can address these changes in ways that honor the importance
of tradition, while also allowing space for creation and innovation. If you are a Friend who is open to change, and want
new ways of looking at Quakerism and our engagement with culture, we hope you will join us. Young Friends are particularly encouraged to take part. Register online at http://www.quakercenter.org/programs/remixing-faith/
July 30t-August 4
Discover the best family vacation deal around! Family Work Camp from is only $50/
person covers all for 5 days. Individuals as well as families of all ages are welcome!
Quaker Center staff will co-facilitate work camp crews to improve Quaker Center facilities while everyone co-creates the Quaker community. Crews gather in the morning after breakfast and work until lunch. After lunch there will be opportunities to
play, hike, swim, and cook together, or for time alone to enjoy the redwoods. Some
work campers choose to keep working. Learn more about this intergenerational camp
and register online at http://www.quakercenter.org/family-work-camp/
JOB OPPORTUNITIES
BEN LOMOND QUAKER CENTER (CA) is now accepting applications for two fulltime positions beginning spring 2019, providing spiritual leadership to West Coast
Friends. Develop workshops; manage staff, finances and facilities; fundraise; work
closely with spirit-led Board. Compensation includes: salary, housing, utilities, benefits, glorious California coastal redwoods. Seeking applications from couples or two
individuals. LGBTQ & persons of color encouraged to apply. Find out more about
Quaker Center and these positions at: http://www.quakercenter.org/about-us/
employment-opportunities/
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The Isaamic Center of Southern California will be having an exciting Interfaith Ramadan Iftar on
Monday, May 21 from 7.30pm-9.30pm. It will be held at All Saints Church. The program includes:
 Iftar andMagrib (evening prayers)
 Potluck Dinner (no pork products!)
 Words of Welcome
 Recitation from the Holy Koran
 Ramadan reflection byDr.Amir Hussain (Loyola Marymount University)
If you would like additional information you can contact Ada Ramirez at 626 568 2734 or by email
at allsaintsmem@yahoo.com.
All Saints Episcopal Church 132 North Euclid Avenue Pasadena, CA 9110
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Give Peace a Chance in North Korea
This event will be held at the Orange Grove Friends Meetinghouse at 520
E. Orange Grove Blvdm in Pasadena, from 4 to 6:30 p.m. It is sponsored
by FCNL and Interfaith Communities United for Justice and Peace.
Speakers include Sue Park-Hur and Hyun Hur, Mennonite pastor s living in Pasadena and founder s of
a group called ReconciliAsian. They were part of a campaign launched six months ago by the Friends Committee on National Legislation to avert war with North Korea.
Since the campaign was launched, North Korea and South Korea have announced a summit and President
Donald Trump has indicated he is willing to meet with North Korean leader Kim Jong-Un, two significant
signs of de-escalation.
Considered the oldest faith-based lobby in Washington, DC, FCNL is a Quaker advocacy organization
which has engaged local groups across the country in this campaign, including activists in Pasadena and
Los Angeles.
They urged elected officials to support S 2047 and HR 4837, bills that would bar President Donald Trump
from launching a first-strike preemptive attack on North Korea without Congressional authorization.
Among the politicians supporting the legislation are U.S. Sen. Dianne Feinstein, and Rep. Judy Chu, DPasadena.
“We need real negotiations, not more threats. Let’s give peace a chance,” said Hyun.
Hyun Hur has visited North Korea several times for humanitarian purposes, and so has Shan Cretin, former
director of the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC), which is also involved in peacemaking efforts with North Korea. Cretin is also scheduled to speak at the May 6 event.
Other sponsors include Unity and Diversity Council, Montrose Peace Vigil, Progressive Asian Network for
Action, Ban the Bomb-LA, Physicians for Social Responsibility, Office of the Americas, Veterans for
Peace, and Orange Grove (Quaker) Meeting.
For more info, contact interfaithquaker@aol.com or call (627) 375-1423.

16

Basic AVP Workshops at Orange Grove
by Alternatives to Violence Project Los Angeles (AVP-LA)

DATE AND TIME
Saturday, May 26, 2018, 9:00 AM
Saturday, June 23 2018

ADVANCED WORKSHOP
August 4, 2018
LOCATION Orange Grove Friends Meeting, 520 East Orange Grove
Boulevard, Pasadena, CA

Alternatives to Violence Project Los Angeles

(AVP-LA)

The Alternatives to Violence Project (Los Angeles) is a volunteer-run nonprofit organization offering experiential workshops in prisons, jails, and
communities in and around Greater Los Angeles. Our mission is to build a
movement of creative conflict resolution by empowering communities
through individual and collective transformation. We are affiliated
with AVP California, AVP USA and AVP International
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD
CALL FOR TEACHERS AT
PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING’S
ANNUAL SESSION 2018
PYM’s Annual Session will be held at Walker Creek
Ranch in Petaluma, California, July 13-18, 2018.
The Children’s Program Committee seeks Friends
with experience instructing children in three groups:
 Infants—ages approximately 1-3 years of age
 Elementary—ages approximately 4-9, depending
on the child.
 Middle School—for youth not yet ready for JYM
Teachers will work about five-hours daily for one of
two shifts: 1)morning classroom beginning after
breakfast, ending after lunch or 2) an afternoon outdoor education program. Those chosen to teach will
have their registration fee paid and receive room and
board for a dorm room at Walker Creek.

New to Friends? Have
Questions you’ve always
wanted to ask but never
had the opportunity?
Worship and Ministry will meetwith anyone who has queries or
concerns about Quaker Worship
on the third Sunday of each
month at about 12:45 or so in the
corner of the meeting room.
For more information talk to Jean
Lester, clerk or Gary Bagwell
and /or Georgia Daniels (the soon

Quaker
Music
Please contact Peggy Craik, peggy_craik@msn.com, Makers
Interested
peggy999frriend@gmail.com (805) 807-4828, for
in particimore information.

pating in a
monthly
The Children’s Program Committee eagerly looks
Quaker song circle, jam session,
forward to talking to all prospective teachers.
open mic or sing long?
Interested in inviting such a gathering to meet in your home some
CRAFTY QUAKERS
evening or afternoon?
Please send your availability & inCRAFTY
QUAKERS—
We meet once a month. on
quiries to sarahrosein THE
GARAGE CLASSROOM
Wednesdays, 7-9 pm,
house@hotmail.com
or 562-8897pm
In the Fellowship Room of the
1421 (call or text) and I'll try to
the Meetinghouse
find a mutually agreeable time for
3/26 4/23
5/21 6/18
a monthly musical get together.
DATES FOR THIS SPRING
May 23 [4th Wednesday]
Thanks & Peace, Sarah Rose
June 20
July 18
18

Calling All
FELLOWSHIP SUPERHEROES!
BEE THE MAGIC
Take on a Community Task that is short lived
and useful

How to Host
Weekly Fellowship
in 3 easy steps
1. Sign up on the clipboard
after Meeting or go to
www.ogmm.org and click on
“Sign up—Be a Fellowship
Hero.”
2. Arrive 20 minutes before
either Worship or Adult Ed.
Using instructions on Poster
in Kitchen (see opposite), set
up coffee & heat water for
tea. Lay out mugs and fixings
in cupboards under shelf
3. When announcements
begin, slip out of meeting and
set out food & drink
(provided by others or use
some in closet).
 Generally people start
coming at 12:15
 Start cleaning up at 12:45.
(Others usually join in the
clean-up.
 Leave by 1 pm.
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Forty years ago, when he was thirty, John Perry Barlow, rancher, founder of the Electronic Freedom Foundation and sometime lyricist for the Grateful Dead , penned
these principles to live by. They are still good suggestions.

20

