REMEMBER ME

There’s a truly magical movie that came out in 2017,
called COCO. In it, a boy crosses the marigold bridge in
search of his great-grandfather in the Land of the Dead.
He is convinced that this great grandfather gave him the
gift—the need —to make music, instead of being a shoemaker like the rest of his extended family. The song at the
core of the story is titled, Remember Me. It is the heart of
the Day of the Dead celebration, when Mexican families
bring lots of great food to the altars or graveyards of their
ancestors and celebrate their lives. The ancestors cross the
Marigold Bridge back to the living world for this night. The rule in the movie is that only someone who has a living
memory of you can place your picture on the family altar; if you have a place there you will not die in the afterlife but
continue living in the other world because you will be remembered.. The song Remember Me is sung in two different
ways. The first is by a famous Mexican singing star, and it is full of bold confident ego, the emphasis is on “ME”. The
second version is sung softly by the writer of the song, and its full of a longing for a connection which gives life to both
the living and dead.
As I turn 70, and look around Orange Grove, I see many new faces that I don’t really know yet. And I begin to be aware
that my time on this side of the marigold bridge is running out. At the same time, I feel deeply at home at Orange Grove
because of the felt presence of Friends from the past who have guided me, challenged me, loved me and shared their spiritual life with me. Some are living, some are dead/. They are no longer present and yet they are still in my life, whispering in my ear. Catherine, Bea, Bob, Joe, Peg, Carin, Jan, Burton, Rolene, Elaine. And I wonder, when my ashes are
comingled in the common plot with the rest of Orange Grove, will there be anyone who remembers me, recalls me to life
with a living memory. We are not a religion like the Jewish or Catholic strains of monotheism who make it a point to
“remember” the dead by saying their names or keeping their graves.
I wonder as well about the “Me” part—how do I want to be remembered? What I want to be remembered for? Few remember the Christmas plays I did or the Hallowe’en parties at my house, the retreats and meals I organized, the year I
led a worship sharing on all the queries or my wacko Quaker histories. There are specific things which I worked very
hard on which will last for awhile –FWS, converting the garage to a classroom and getting a parking lot built, planting
new trees to replace the Stone Pines, organizing the Centennial—but my name is not on them, nor would I want it to be.
So, what of me does last? If you Google me, you get credits. 21 Jump Street,and USC. But neither Hollywood or SC
will remember me. My most meaningful work was the four years I spent in Jordan working with the film school in Aqaba and there is no record of that. So, other than my scattered family, who will remember me ? What altar will I visit? I
think I’d like to haunt the lake cottage that I write about so often, but that is a very lonely place in the winter and the
mountains have seen so many souls come and go, they don’t remember any of them.
My experience of God is such that God has no specific face, only light. (And possibly a paradoxical black hole generating brilliant stars) The truth of my existence is not in a specific life, but part of a great river of light going back to the
creator. where all are connected all the time. To be part of the Great Dance that CS Lewis described or live in TS Eliot’s
still point, to acknowledge with Buddha that all is illusion. My heart leaps at this notion, but as I stand on the other side
of it, still living in my physical body, my mind a faulty patchwork of memories, I also wish for an altar of the dead with
my picture on it, I’d like to come back for a chile relleno once a year.
Sharon Doyle
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MEETING ORGANIZATION
MEETING OFFICERS
Clerk
Assistant Clerk
Minute Clerk
Treasurer
Recorder

HOW DO I..........?
Make an announcement?

Write it down and put them in the announcement basket before meeting starts. There is an announcement
basket either on the table in front of the fireplace or
in the closet to the right of the library door. There are
often helpful blank forms.

STANDING COMMITTEES
Children’s Education
Fellowship
Finance
Nominating
Peace and Social Concerns
Property
Pastoral Care
Worship and Ministry

Get something out on the email list ?

If you are a clerk or a representative, you can submit
on your own. If you aren’t a clerk, ask a clerk to do it
for you. Send it to announce@ogmm.org

Get something in the record?

Send an email to record@ogmm.org with an idea or
an article. Record comes out ever two months.

Request a clearness committee?

MEETING REPRESENTATIVES
Pacific Yearly Meeting
Southern California Quarterly Meeting
FCL FCL CA FWCC, Friends in Deed, Union Station

Speak to the clerk of Pastoral Care or ask any member of Meeting to find out if a clearness committee is
appropriate to help you. Email pastoralcare@ogmm.org

Get reimbursed for a meeting expense?

AD HOC COMMITTEES
Ad Hoc committees are generally under the care of a
standing committee
Burial Committee (Pastoral Care)
Library Committee (Worship & Ministry)
Animal Husbandry (Peace and Social Concerns)
Communications (Pastoral Care)

Look for the file box in the Library. In the treasurer’s
folder are blank forms which you can fill out and
leave in the treasurer’s folder with the receipts. In
general, the treasurer needs to know who has authorized the expense: the committee and the clerk. The
treasurer can also email you one.

Find out how to join Meeting?

Talk to any member of Pastoral Care or Worship and
Ministry or email the committee. There is a pamphlet
on membership in the pamphlet rack next to the back
door.

MEETING JOBS
Jobs are performed by individuals for meeting. They
are often under the care of a standing committee or the
Clerk of Meeting;
Archivist (Clerk)
Adult FDS Coordinator (Worship & Ministry
Children’s Education Coordinator (CEC Sup
(CEC Support Committee)
Corresponding Clerk (Clerk)
Database Manager (Communications)
Resident Friend (Resident Friend Support Committee)
Site Manager (Property)
Record Editor (Communications)
Website Clerk (Communications)

Find out how to get involved?

Talk to any member of nominating committee or
email nominating committee, or talk to the members
of committee. Some committees have open policies
on joining them; some require a process.

Find out the PASSWORD for the website or the WIFI

Talk to the clerks of the website or the property committee. Or ask Cliff Lester.
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Aedh Wishes for the Cloths of Heaven
W. B. Yeats, 1865 - 1939
Had I the heavens' embroidered
cloths,
Enwrought with golden and silver
light,
The blue and the dim and the dark
cloths
Of night and light and the half light,
I would spread the cloths under your
feet:
But I, being poor, have only my
dreams;
I have spread my dreams under your
feet;
Tread softly because you tread on my
dreams.
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Evelyn McClave, Professor of English and linguistics and the coordinator
of the Linguistics/TESL program, was named one of The Princeton Review’s “Best 300 Professors in America” in 2012.
She is a long time attender of Orange Grove

On Retiring
By Evie McClave

As I near retirement this year and am ending my salaried work career, I find
myself with an embarrassment of riches. We’re not talking money here.
Rather I recall with gratitude the students who have inspired me over the decades. Successful people often refer to influential teachers, but the energy
flows both ways.
Early in my career when I taught at Gallaudet University for the deaf in Washington, D.C., I was humbled by a deaf
student who was gradually becoming blind as well. She stayed glued to my side throughout the semester so that she
could see my hands signing American Sign Language (ASL). The class was introductory German, and when I asked
her why she was taking German, she said that she needed a challenge in her life. Wouldn’t you, if you were deaf and
becoming blind?
Years later at California State University, Northridge (CSUN) in an English class for deaf students, a student who also
had cerebral palsy enrolled. Neither the students nor I could understand his signs because the palsy prevented him from
forming recognizable handshapes or movements in ASL. Everyone in class agreed to use networked computers for the
entire semester so that he could participate fully, since he was able to type using two fingers. This was long before the
era of online instruction, but the Cal State students like the students at Gallaudet graciously accommodated their peers.
The majority of Cal State Northridge students have jobs; many work full time. It is not unusual for full-time students to
have full-time jobs as well. Such extraordinary dedication and output of energy has been commonplace among my students. Many, however, surmount additional challenges, such as one of our grad students who lived in his car, or the
student who worked the graveyard shift in a factory, cared for his disabled wife, and commuted 120 miles roundtrip to
take classes, or the 61-year- old student currently in one of my classes who works two jobs for a total of 70 hours a
week while he takes three classes. He needs the money, he tells me, after being homeless for 2-1/2 years until this semester. And there was also the young mother of two in our department whose husband left her and provided no support. She worked, studied, and mothered, finishing her M.A. in Teaching English as a Second Language and provided
her daughters, as she said, with a model of perseverance. She approached the graduation podium sobbing with her two
toddlers clinging to her.
I also admire other students who coped with violence that is thankfully foreign to me. One of my students witnessed a
murder at a party. Profoundly traumatized, she nevertheless continued attending classes and successfully completed her
semester. My immigrant students tell of trauma in their countries of origin: the Liberian undergrad who had been sexually abused by a doctor and the Afghani grad student who spoke of the oppression of the Taliban. My immigrant students persevere with determination and purpose, and they do so in Standard American English. I mention them specifically since I have heard it said that recent immigrants are not as hard-working as previous immigrant groups from the
20th century and don’t learn English. I have seen absolutely no evidence to support such claims.
California State University, Northridge is a minority-majority institution; in other words, CSUN’s current demographic
is the future demographic of the country. I have personally observed in the classroom the ease with which the multiple
ethnic groups interact as well as the lack of tension between native Californians and recent immigrants. Just last week a
Latino student helped an Arab student to find research subjects for one of my classes. The politicians try to create barriers, and the students just keep breaking them down.
America is in good hands. They will be the black, brown, and white hands of my students and others like them across
the country. It has been an honor and a privilege to do my life’s work among these young people. I will retire rich indeed.
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April
Daniels

You may have noticed that Georgia Daniels
looks rather pleased these days. That’s because her daughter,
APRIL DANIELS is not only working on the third in her series of YA
novels, NEMESIS, but the first one, DREADNOUGHT, has been optioned to be a movie by Wayne Brady’s production company,
Makin’ It Up Productions. (Wayne Brady is an actor and television
show host, who may be best known for his work on Drew Carey’s
Whose Line is it Anyway?)
Although this doesn’t mean that it will become a film, it’s an astonishing endorsement of a talented writer. April grew up in and around Orange Grove as Chris, and now lives in Portland. For those who didn’t
go to the reading at Vroman’s last year, the Nemesis series begins
when teenaged Danny is forced by circumstances to take on the
mantle of a superhero and in doing so, her true self emerges and Danny is transformed into a gorgeous teenage girl. She had known this
about herself but she had not revealed it to anyone. It had been a secret identity, and was now made public, at the same time, she has adopted a superhero secret identity.
Nemesis has been selected for the Amelia Bloomer list ,which recommends books of significant feminist
content.

Here’s some comments from April’s Mom, Georgia -“Let's hope it goes all the way - film, TV series, action figures,

video games, the whole thing. I'm proud of my daughter”
She notes: “April thanked me in the acknowledgements of
Sovereign: ‘Thank you to my mother, who raised me, among
other feats of endurance.’”
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At THE PEACEABLE TABLE

AFSC:

100 years of
waging peace

AFSC turned a 100 years
old in 2017. For the full
timeline, check it out at

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT THE AFSC SUPPORT for the
BUILDING PEACE

BDS MOVEMENT

(BOYCOTT DIVESTMENT SANCTIONS)
News and Commentary
By AFSC Feb 15, 2018
In January, AFSC was included in a list of 20 international organizations whose staff could be
banned from entering Israel because of our support for the Palestinian-led boycott, divestment,
and sanctions (BDS) movement. Since then, we’ve heard from numerous supporters, partners,
Quaker meetings, congregations, and other concerned individuals.
Throughout our history, AFSC has stayed true to our belief that there is “that of God” in every
human being. Because of that, we have stood with communities facing oppression and violence around the
world, opposing such evils as segregation, collective
punishment and incarceration, colonization, economic
exploitation, and genocide.
We now continue our legacy of speaking truth to power
in Israel, the occupied Palestinian territory, and around
the world. We see our economic activism as a nonviolent witness against injustice.
Despite this so-called “blacklist,” AFSC’s ongoing work
with young people in Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory continues today.
Here's what else you should know about AFSC’s support for the BDS movement:

We believe that all people, including Palestinians, have a right to live in safety and
peace and have their human rights respected.
For 51 years, Israel has denied Palestinians in the occupied Palestinian territory their basic civil, political,
and human rights—in defiance of international law. Among other things, Palestinians don’t control their
own economy, can’t travel without Israeli military permission, are denied access to religious sites, are re-
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stricted from accessing needed medical care, are denied educational opportunities, have their speech restricted, have their
homes destroyed and their land confiscated, and can be arrested and detained indefinitely without charge or trial. The
Palestinian BDS call seeks to change this situation using proven nonviolent social change tactics with support from the international community.

AFSC supports boycott and divestment campaigns that target companies complicit in the occupation.
Violations of Palestinians’ rights result not only from Israeli government policies and actions, but also from corporate and institutional policies and actions. Our position does not call for a boycott of companies
simply because they’re Israeli or doing business in Israel. BDS campaigns target institutions that help
sustain the occupation, not individuals.
BDS has proven effective as a nonviolent tool for realizing political and social change.
Economic activism is both an appeal to conscience aimed at raising awareness among those complicit
in harmful practices and an effective tactic for removing structural support for oppression. Quakers
pioneered boycotts in the 1800s, when they helped lead the “Free Produce Movement,” boycotting
goods produced with slave labor. In the 1980s, AFSC answered the call for divestment from apartheid
in South Africa. Supporting the call for BDS from Palestinians seeking freedom, equality, and justice is
just as critical today.
The ban on entry to Israel is part of a larger effort by the Israeli government to silence human rights and
anti-occupation activists.
Over the past decade, the Palestinian-led BDS movement has succeeded in raising awareness about
the occupation and changing the behavior of many corporations, such as Veolia and Unilever—even
as the government of Israel has spent hundreds of millions of dollars to try to suppress this nonviolent
effort. Tragically, in recent months, more Palestinian activists have faced arrest, threats, and imprisonment without charge or trial in response to nonviolent activism for human rights.
We’re also seeing attacks on BDS supporters in the U.S. In recent years, several U.S. states have approved policies that bar businesses and organizations that support BDS from getting state contracts—
a clear violation of protected free speech and action under the First Amendment. Similar legislation
known as the “Israel Anti-Boycott Act” is now under consideration in Congress. That bipartisan bill
would make supporting any boycott against Israel a felony punishable by up to a $1 million fine and
20 years in prison.

You can help.
Visit our resource page on peace in Israel-Palestine to contact your members of Congress, and urge them to help end the
occupation and oppose any attacks on BDS.To see a list of companies we recommend for divestment, visit our Investigate
website.
Read “5 ways to support Palestinians through boycott, divestment, and sanctions.”
Learn more about AFSC's position by reading our "Principles for a Just and Lasting Peace between Israelis and Palestini8

From our Friends in ANIMAL KINSHIP
At THE PEACEABLE TABLE
The Peaceable Table is intended for the mutual support, education, and inspiration of people of
faith in the practice of love for our fellow animals and observance of a Peace-full diet

Editor’s Corner Essay:

Moral, Immoral, Amoral?

By Gracia Fay Ellwood, June 2016
Rex the dog rescued pulled this kangaroo joey out of his dead
mother’s pouch and carried him gently to his human, Leonie
Allen; he and the orphan cuddled together. The baby was
raised at a wildlife sanctuary and later released. See Joey
Tale .

About Animal Immorality and Amorality
It is often said that animals don’t know the difference between right and wrong, that they are amoral. It is true that there are
cases from the Middle Ages of animals being put on trial, convicted, and executed for attacking a human being, but most people today would reject that idea, holding rather that they are not responsible. For example, I am right not to blame or punish
my much-beloved (and well fed) cat-friend Taliessin for catching a ground-squirrel and carrying her or him into our house
this morning with clear intent to kill and devour. It is obvious to us that he is unable to imagine the squirrel’s terror, empathize with her, and forbear accordingly. (My spouse and I rescued his intended victim, considering that, as a companion animal, Tali won’t suffer from hunger as a result; for humans to interfere in cases of wild predation is a more complex issue I
won’t explore here.)
But that all animals are amoral all the time is not as clearly established as people once thought. Ethologist Marc Bekoff, author of Wild Justice: The Moral Lives of Animals (co-authored with philosopher Jessica Pierce) shows that there are numerous
examples of moral behavior in animals. The authors categorize it into three clusters: the Cooperation, the Empathy, and the
Justice clusters. For an animal to be moral is: to behave with due regard for others, and to fulfil her or his responsibilities to
them (Cooperation), to empathize with and help them when disadvantaged (Empathy), and/or to treat them fairly, observing
agreed-upon rules and thus refusing to take advantage of them (Justice).
Bekoff and Pierce give numerous well-documented examples of animals, principally mammals, acting in accordance with this
definition of morality; other instances are on record elsewhere.
One can find accounts of great apes who work together to achieve common goals, as in a human-devised experiment when a
chimpanzee had to find a partner, unlock her cage door and invite him in, and work together in order to pull a tray of food
within reach that was inaccessible to only one; there are also instances of spontaneous cooperation to achieve a goal. It is
now well known that elephants and apes show clear signs of grief at the death of companions, and that elephants hold wakes;
animals who help others in their social group, with no immediate benefit to themselves, though those who help others are
more likely to be given help later. Rats have acted altruistically, releasing another rat from a cage and sharing chocolate-chip
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At THE PEACEABLE TABLE

treats with her, or refusing to press a lever that would yield them a food treat if they have seen that it would cause an electric
shock to another rat. Similarly, rats will often turn their back on chocolate chips in order to save a companion who is in distress treading water.
What if such an animal fails to act altruistically? Is a rat who declines to release the caged rat and chooses to eat all the chocolate chips herself rather than share them acting immorally? We can’t say. But among so-called pack animals--or perhaps we
should say “family pack animals”--who cooperate in hunting, such as wolves, immoral behavior does seem to appear. From
long observation Bekoff concludes that wolves have agreed-upon rules in certain intra-family situations. An important instance: when one family member invites another to play with the gesture called the “play bow,” any biting must be pretendonly; sexual gestures must be pretend-only. A wolf who repeatedly invites another to play and then seriously aggresses or
rapes is violating such rules, and will be ostracized by the family. In so doing, the other family members are of course protecting themselves, but that could also be achieved by just refusing her or his invitations to play. The family’s action seems to
show they hold that he or she “knew better” and failed to act rightly.
There are impressive cases of animals such as Rex mentioned above who behave morally by showing compassion to animals
(including humans) of other species, and of animals engaging in play morally, obeying the rules, with non-prey animals of another species; this is commonplace among companion animals, such as cats and dogs who live together. It happens even
among wild animals, as in the case of polar bears who played with chained husky dogs; see Bear, Dog and Norbert Rosing.) But can animals interact immorally with those of another species? With prey animals? As with Tali and the ground squirrel, wolves who act morally within their own family packs apparently cannot imagine and empathize with the feelings of prey
animals, and their hunting actions are thus amoral.
About Human Immorality, Amorality
The terms “immoral” and “amoral” when applied to humans
have often become confused among educated people in the
humanities, at least in the literary-critical circles I am familiar
with. “Immoral” has come to be so closely associated with sexual violation of certain traditional rules, that in many cases
writers have stopped using it and substituted “amoral,” without questioning whether or not the person deemed amoral was
actually incapable of imagining the feelings of others and empathizing with them. (The character Lady Susan in the current
Jane Austen movie Love and Friendship is an example; she has
many signs of psychopathy, and psychopaths, though they can
imagine the feelings of others enough to manipulate them, appear to be devoid of all empathy.) Without delving further into
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this absorbing topic, I will simply state that in what follows I am applying “moral” and “immoral” to humans in the same
sense as above to animals: moral behavior is responsible, compassionate, and fair treatment of others.
There is, unhappily, no need to ask whether human beings act immorally among themselves at times, taking advantage,
bullying, abusing, violating, killing other humans. The matter is enormously complex, and obviously we can make only a
few comments within these space limitations. In one way it resembles the situation among pack family animals, in that
for many people, perhaps most, abusive behavior that is immoral in regard to members of one’s own family, tribe, ethnic group, nation, race, or sex, may be considered amoral or even morally admirable in regard to other families, tribes,
ethnic groups, nations, races, sex. Sometimes boundaries hold for centuries, while in others they may shift fairly quickly, with one generation’s national enemy becoming the next generation’s friend, and vice versa. In times of widespread
anxiety and/or scarcity, demagogues can promote fear, exclusion, and/or violence toward other groups previously tolerated to some degree, as the present political situation in the US shows all too well. Often God is enlisted as willing,
even commanding aggressive war against the targeted group. Examples can be found in the biblical book of Joshua, in
the medieval Crusades, and in the wars of European invaders and colonists against Native Americans.
Are people who never consider questioning their group’s evils in fact behaving amorally when they participate in or
profit from them? There is no simple answer to this question; there may be many degrees of responsibility, ranging
from the deliberate cruelty of some 18th-century slavers to the unthinking quasi-innocence--something akin to amorality--of a purchaser of mainstream-brand chocolate today, unaware of the slavery involved in its production. Things
change when occasionally prophetic figures appear who do challenge the prevailing cultural evils: an eighth-century
BCE Amos of Tekoa who preaches against exploitation of the poor by the powerful, a Francis of Assisi who opposes
abuse of the poor and tries to stop the Fifth Crusade, a Lucretia Mott who speaks out against human slavery, the oppression of women, and mistreatment of Native Americans. But once the challenge has been heard, unquestionably those who ignore or try to stifle it--such as the
later churchmen who, in order to better promote further
crusades, suppressed the story of Francis’ 1219 journey
to speak peace with Sultan Malik al-Kamil--are behaving
immorally.
I believe this stance also applies to the great cultural
evils of the exploitation and killing of animals. Many
compassionate persons who devoted their lives to, e. g.,
campaigns to end war, heal the sick, or to feed and empower the hungry, never gave a thought to the blood on
their plates. Even Francis, who loved his animal sisters
and brothers and would never have harmed them himself or ordered his friars to do so, ate their flesh when it
was given to
Graham Faulkner as Francis in Zefferelli’s Brother Sun,
Sister Moon
him. At the same time, however, his view of animals (and the rest of creation) as our sisters and brothers implies a
basic respect for them as coming from the same divine Parent as ourselves--a view which provides the ground for an
eventual social and spiritual awakening to end their exploitation among Christians and any others who hold Brother
Francis in honor.
Certainly there is a greatly increasing awareness of these evils in our culture today, making those who have heard the
critique but ignored or tried to suppress it guilty to a degree that their oblivious grandparents were not. We must remember, though, that although some people awaken and act quickly, others may take months or years--even decades-after hearing it (as I myself did). Rather than condemn, we do better by the animals if we maintain faith in the Divine
Light in each slow-responding human, and encourage them to follow it.
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HERE COME THE

NOMINATORS!

Last year, the members of the Nominating Committee considered a proposal that we
wear robes with hoods and stalk worthy people in meeting with our magical powers of
nominating!

HERE ARE SOME JOBS FOR YOU TO THINK ABOUT!
Finance Committee—looking for someone who likes
Archivist
Assistant Treasurer—learn the job while working with Jane
Fellowship—Join Either the Flash Paper Party coordinators or the Weekly
Fellowship Coordinator to support and organize Meeting Social Events
Children’s Education committee—help guide the children’s program
SCQM representative– Represent Orange Grove at Quarterly Meetings.
Friends Committee on National Legislation = keep us informed!
Corresponding Clerk—help maintain the mailing list and write letters for Meeting
Assitant Site Manager—work with Betty Ann Janson to help meeting run smoothly.
Orange Grove Editor—take an issue and see how you like it .
Interested? Talk to Sharon, Bill, Georgia, Kate or Christopher and let us know!

ORANGE GROVE
COMMITTTEES

--------------------The function of Finance Committee is to work out a
financial plan that allows the Meeting to do what it
wants to do. The main tasks of the Committee are to
make an annual budget, offer suggestions when we
deviate from our budget, make decisions about investment of Meeting funds and long-term financial policy, keep the Meeting informed of our financial situation and propose changes in financial policy when
needed. Finance Committee meets as needed. The
Meeting Treasurer works closely with the Finance
Clerk. The only requirements for membership in Finance Committee are a sense of humor and an interest
in numbers.

An unprogrammed Quaker Meeting depends entirely on

volunteers to support and maintain the Meeting physically, spiritually and socially. Consider which committee
you’d like to serve on.
Standing Committees are open to all:

Burial Committee
-----------------------The Burial Committee is a subcommittee of Pastoral
Care. Its purpose is to oversee the process of burying
someone or their ashes in the Orange Grove Cemetery
and to assist their family at the time of death. The ComFellowship Committee
mittee maintains information on the final arrangement
----------------------wishes of members and notifies Meeting of each burial.
Fellowship Committee or ganizes the monthly potlucks
The committee meets infrequently at the call of the
and support various all-meeting parties throughout the
clerk.
year including fellowship following Meeting for Worship. When the Meeting hosts larger events, such as
Children’s Education Committee/
Quarter or PYM Representative’s Meetings, a member of
-----------------------Fellowship participates in the ad hoc committee that orThe Children’s Education committee is temporarily
ganizes the event. The committee meets once a month.
laid down, but we hope to review it in 2017 Currently we have a support committee for the Children’s Ed
Nominating Committee
Co-coordinator in her (or his) performance of his (or
--------------------her) duties. We have childcare for babies and todThis committee is nominated by the Naming Committee
dlers and a program for an elementary group during
(Clerks of Meeting, Pastoral Care and Worship and MinMeeting for Worship.
istry) The committee nominates all officers, representatives, committee clerks and members .committee MemFinance Committee
bers should be comfortable approaching Friends to ask
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them to take on tasks. It reviews job descriptions occasionally. Its heavy season is from February through May
as it prepares the committee slate for the following year. \

Library Committee
-----------------------The Library Committee is responsible for obtaining, cataloging, and managing materials in the Meeting library. The
Committee also undertakes activities to encourage use of
the library collection.
Peace and Social Concerns
-----------------------The Committee for Peace and Social Concerns welcomes
anyone interested in social action as an expression of our
testimonies. The committee may provide programs on
pressing issues, engage in peace and social order actions
and encourage Meeting to support proposed minutes. It
gives preliminary consideration to any concerns brought to
Meeting on peace and social issues, proposes our yearly
outreach budget, and reviews requests for financial support
and leadings from FCNL, FCL and AFSC.

Meeting Jobs

These jobs are done by individuals for the Meeting.

Adult Education Co-coordinator organizes sessions of Adult
Education on First Days.
.
Archivist: keeps track of and organizes Meeting records
Children’s Education Coordinator – oversees personnel and
program required for providing Children’s Education and
childcare during the worship hour and meeting events.
Corresponding Clerk: writes and/or composes with Clerk letters on behalf of meeting to new attenders, travel minutes, letters of concern, etc.
Database Clerk: maintains database of meeting members and
attenders. Sends out announcements from clerks on Orange
Grove Email list.
Record Editor: writes, produces and distributes the Orange
Grove Record.
Resident Friend: Lives on the property in exchange for services
to the meeting such as opening the meetinghouse on First
Days, interacting with meeting tenants and working with Site
Manager to maintain the property.

Property Committee.
--------------------The purpose of Property Committee is to oversee the
maintenance of the four buildings and grounds owned by
Orange Grove Meeting as well as a small cemetery in
Altadena. The only "qualification" for serving on this
committee is an interest in the stewardship of the Meeting property, but it is helpful to have knowledge of
buildings and grounds . The committee meets monthly to
review needed maintenance tasks and to develop plans
for the execution of these tasks.

Site Manager: works with Resident Friend and negotiates on
Meetings’ behalf with others who use the property.
Website Manager: maintains website of Orange Grove meeting.

Resident Friend Support Committee
---------------------Provides oversight and support for the Resident Friend
of Orange Grove Meeting. Acts as hiring committee
when candidate needed. All concerns about our resident
friends should be addressed to this committee.

Working together to keep the

Kingdom Peaceable!

Ad hoc Committees open to Members and Attenders

Animal Kinship – organizes events and publications to
promote our kinship with Animals.
Meeting Officers
Clerk: oversight and care of meeting as a whole. Clerks
monthly business meeting and Annual corporation meeting. Needs to be able to listen to all without prejudice.
Asst. Clerk: Assists Clerk as asked. Replaces clerk when
absent or when the Clerk feels unable to impartially
“clerk” an issue before Business Meeting.
Minute Clerk: keeps and distributes minutes of monthly
Meeting for Business
Treasurer: handles Meeting’s bills and bank accounts.
Recorder: keeps a record of births, deaths, and membership in meeting.
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SPIRITUAL JOURNEY
Peter Landau
Given at Adult Ed at Orange Grove Meeting.
Early in our relationship, Helena asked me if I was Jewish.
Was she joking? Just look at me: eyeglasses that slip down a substantial nose, above full lips, with Dumbo-sized ears sticking out
from my head at right angles. I take daily medication for asthma
and the line of my slacks is ruined by the Albuterol inhaler I
pocket. My bible is The Joys of Yiddish. I learned to read from the
comic novels of Max Shulman. All my relatives came off the boat
at Ellis Island and didn't wander far away from New York Harbor,
obeying the axiom of our family matriarch, Grandma Blanche:
"Once you leave New York you're going nowhere." My favorite
restaurant is Sammy's Romanian Steak House on the Lower East
Side of that Promised Land of Manhattan, where tables hold syrup bottles thick with schmaltz (rendered chicken fat), which are
poured liberally over every dish. The only vegetable on the menu
is a pickled tomato, and that's not a vegetable, it's a fruit. My Uncle Chic says Sammy's killed more Jews than Hitler.
Of course I'm a Jew!
"I was born Jewish," I told Helena. "Just as you were born Catholic."
“I wasn’t born Catholic,” she corrects me, “I was raised Catholic.”

There’s always a catch.
While I think of myself as Jewish, I don’t belong to a synagogue, I don’t observe the Sabbath or keep kosher. But then my
Judaism has always been more about diet than deity. The Ten Commandments are smoked salmon, bagels with a smear,
chopped liver, brisket smothered in brown gravy over crusty rye bread, tumor-like gefilte fish, herring with onions swimming
in sour cream. My Judaism is the humor of Mad magazine, mysterious Yiddish expressions. Judaism is family. It is my family.
I have always identified as a Jew. Even as a Quaker.
This crisis of faith occurred when Helena was pregnant with our first child. I wanted a Jewish name for our child. That was
as close to my faith as I wanted to get. Starting a family set me on a more deliberate spiritual journey, one that mostly has
me surfing in Helena’s wake as she explored yoga and meditation in Brooklyn, Buddhism in Los Angeles and finally settling in with her here at Orange Grove.

But I always was fascinated by religion. It’s nuts, and I like crazy. Some of you might have read science-fiction or fantasy
literature growing up. I did. To me, the Bible was just a stranger version of Stranger in a Strange Land or The Lord of the
Rings, emphasizing the lord. Religious people are like aliens, fairies and trolls living among us. Us being Jews. Because
that’s all I knew living in New York City.
There were hints of other spiritual realities on TV. The kitschy Christianity of Davy and Goliath and the evangelical variety
show, The 700 Club, which was a personal favorite. How could you even satirize something so absurd?
That doesn’t mean I was without faith. I was born in Manhattan, and that city became my Jerusalem. I lived there until I
was eight. Then we moved to Westchester. It was devastating. You see, when I turned nine my parents said they would let
me walk to school on my own. The city was about to be mine and then it was all taken away, replaced by the Eden of a 12acre, 200-year-old farm house with a waterfall and woods. It was a nightmare, and I lost faith.
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But I made a few friends. My mom called us the Unholy Three, after an old Lon Chaney
movie. But then came middle school, where I was placed without friends and was beaten up on a daily basis. The only rest from the constant humiliation was on Thursday afternoons, when the Christians were sent off to church for religious instruction. Maybe
there was some good to be found in religion.
We joined a suburban temple with a rabbi who preferred holding golf clubs to the Torah. We only attended on High Holidays, but my sister and I were enrolled in Saturday
school. This was in the 1970s, and our teachers were all hippie Jesus freaks without the
Jesus. Here, as a prepubescent boy, I was told that I must marry a Jewish girl — not
right away, but in time. If I didn’t marry a Jew, our faith would die out. I hadn’t even
learned about masturbation yet and now I was being told who to marry? Maybe Judaism
should die out.
And yet I was compelled to get a bar mitzvah. No one in my family ever had a bar mitzvah. We’re all secular Jews, more
Eastern European peasantry than peyos-dangling orthodoxy. Everyone thought I was in it for the money, the gelt, but I
swear that wasn’t true. I simply didn't want to miss out.
There is nothing in Jewish Law that says a boy can't have a bar mitzvah at 14 or 20 or 45. But I knew if I didn't stand up before my congregation at 13, I never would. Even at that early age, I sensed that the worst thing in life is regret, and I didn't
want to look back with remorse. My Hebrew teacher rode a motorcycle. He taught me how to read Hebrew phonetically. For a
bar mitzvah present he gave me a leather yarmulke. After my bar mitzvah, there was still another year of Saturday school before I could graduate with my class. But why continue my religious studies? I thought. I was a man now and it was time to
leave behind childish things. I quit Saturday school, a dropout at 13.
But I was still fascinated by God. My earliest drawings were of cowboys and businessmen, my childhood gods. The cowboy
was my fantasy, the businessman my dad. That was my frame of reference.
As I matured, the God I drew grew cool. He sat in a cloud throne, wore a flowing white gown and had the prerequisite long
white beard, but sported mirrored aviator shades, smoked a large cigar and donned a shiny golden crown, like a king, with GO-D etched clearly in front in case there was any question of his divinity.
God is a great character, but Jesus was my muse. He was like the superhero comics I read, less physically developed, but
with great powers. I drew Jesus obsessively, his skinny limbs nailed to the cross, with each wound as realistically rendered as
my talent and Paper-Mate would permit. Color appeared in my work, red, underscoring the dying Christ grotesquely as possible. Jesus replaced Frankenstein, Dracula and the mushroom clouds of atomic explosions that I graffitied in my schoolbooks.
My first real short story was a fable of the Second Coming as a fuel-efficient car, inspired by the gas shortage of the mid1970s. Four coworkers chipped in to buy a fuel-efficient compact to carpool to work. Each character represented a different
relationship to faith: fundamentalist, agnostic, atheistic and one character who was devotional but nonjudgemental. Admittedly a quartet that could only play in fiction, but I was on a religious quest.
The car ran on water, which miraculously turned to wine and divinely powered the engine. The Last Supper was a company
barbecue.
The ending gave me trouble, though. The four coworkers, each fighting for control of the car, are in flight from the police.
There’s a bend in the road, but the car doesn’t follow it and careens off the ledge, exploding in a violent fireball. God is dead.
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A coda was more ambiguous. Police reports noted that from the burning
wreckage a car was seen driving away, seemingly unharmed. God lives!
I’ve been trying to resolve that story ever since.
Maybe that’s why I seem to attract people who claim to have the answer. A
close friends who was doing something called The Forum, which was the
friendlier version of EST, attempted to pull me into that cult. It wasn’t even
one of the good cults with lots of ritualistic sex. Punk rock worked for

a while. It was cooler than The 700 Club and you could dance to it.
Back then, if you saw a freak with spiky hair and torn jeans, they were
kin. Punks were a diverse group of rejects and weirdos. I finally
found my community. But now punk is a fashion statement, a commodity sold at Hot Topic. Things change.
When Helena, Simon and I moved from Brooklyn, we continued our search for a contemplative community. We
tried out the conservative and reform temples in Brooklyn, but I suffered from PTSD: Post Temple Stress Disorder.
The more interested in religion I became, the less religious I was. The more involved I got with Judaism, the less I
wanted to be around Jews.
In Los Angeles we visited the Ethical Society, but they wore their atheism as a badge of honor and were as rigid in
their disbelief as some are in their beliefs. We tried Unitarianism, but it was worse. It felt too much like a church. All
the trappings were there and they triggered me. I like the mythology of Christianity, but it makes no sense. The whole
sin, redemption, transcendence narrative is just a story. People need stories to understand and relate, but they also
need to know that those stories are false. We write them, and we can edit them. Plus, the whole concept of sin is sinful to me.
I even tried Alcoholics Anonymous, having experience with drinking and drug use. But I don’t believe in faith healing, and they don’t serve liquor at the meetings. That was a deal-breaker. Plus, the dogma in the Big Book is ridiculous. You know, I looked up the word sober. One definition is moderation. Hey, I’m sober, and no thanks to any
“higher power.”
I always believed in God because that’s what I was told. God exists. I believe in playing the hand you’re dealt. Helena was the atheist. Then we took an online spiritual assessment. Turns out I was the atheist. Helena was something
called a Quaker.
The internet then took us to a place called Orange Grove Monthly Meeting. I liked the lack of dogma, no clergy —
thank God — or religious text. No nothing, really, as I understand it, outside of a few queries. People just sit around
in silence, and there was free childcare.
Religion at its best is community. I want to find a place where I can connect to people and the world, and yet I also
want nothing to do with people or the world. It’s a dilemma.
I try not to be as dismissive of religions as I once was, some of my best friends are religious. The trouble for me is
when religions try to codify belief. Faith, I learned, is the opposite of certitude. Faith is doubt. I don’t know. That’s
faith. The moment I open my mouth and try to explain spirituality, like I foolishly am doing now, I’m not saying anything meaningful. Sorry for wasting your time.
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News from Quaker Center
March 19-24, 2018

Come to experiment with Awakening to the Presence with Bob Runyan, Janet Leslie,
Jim Anderson and Kathy Runyan
During this 5-day program, they will facilitate experiences of individual worship, the gathered
meeting, reading and listening to the ways that Spirit has been at work in the lives of others,
and the witness of the work of Spirit within each of us. Find out more and register online at
http://www.quakercenter.org/awakening-to-the-presence/.

April 13-15
Take steps Toward Right Relationships with Native Peoples with Paula Palmer.
What can we learn from Quaker history? From some good examples? From Native
people themselves? Beginning with an historical overview of genocide and colonization, to the role Quakers played in this history, to examples of positive processes for
peacemaking, truth and reconciliation and restorative justice. Register early at http://
www.quakercenter.org/toward-right-relationships-with-native-peoples/.

SUMMER at Quaker Center.
Yes! We are already thinking about summer! We welcome all kids entering 5th - 9th grades for Quaker Service and Art Camp from June
23-30, 2018. This year, camp is a combination and reconfiguration of our two previous youth camps. Campers will join Camp Co-directors,
Julian Garrett and Nate Secrest, camp staff and seasoned Friends to experience a multi-generational community through fun activities. Multigenerational crews will gather to work on service projects at Quaker Center or travel to Santa Cruz. In addition to community service, the we
will explore Quaker practices through town meetings, experiential learning, inter-generational kitchen and cleaning crews, games and music.
Campers will also enjoy games, hiking around Quaker Center, and swimming, as well as whichever art course they choose to take for the
week. Learn more and register your child by June 1st at http://www.quakercenter.org/quaker-service-and-art-camp/.

JOB OPENINGS:

Quaker Center is now accepting applications for the position of Maintenance Technician. The
Maintenance Technician is responsible for performing routine and periodic maintenance tasks,
making improvements to Quaker Center's buildings and grounds, working with campers, as well
as the organization and implementation of the preventive maintenance program. This is a fulltime residential position. Please see
http://www.quakercenter.org/about-us/employment-opportunities/ for more information and to
apply.

BEN LOMOND QUAKER CENTER (CA) is now accepting applications for two full-time CoDirector positions beginning spring 2019. Co-Directors, providing spiritual leadership to West Coast
Friends. Develop workshops; manage staff, finances and facilities; fundraise; work closely with spirit-led
Board. Compensation includes: salary, housing, utilities, benefits, glorious California coastal redwoods.
Seeking applications from couples or two individuals. LGBTQ & persons of color encouraged to apply.
See the Quaker Center website to review the job description. http://www.quakercenter.org/about-us/
employment-opportunities/
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD

ALWAYS
WANTED TO
WORK WITH
MOSAICS?
Hannah Maximove can used
volunteers for
her latest project—
Talk to Hannah
after meeting!

Quaker Music Makers
Interested in participating in a monthly
Quaker song circle, jam session, open
mic or sing along? Interested in
inviting such a gathering to meet in
your home some evening or afternoon?
Please send your availability & inquiries
to sarahrosehouse@hotmail.com or 562
-889-1421 (call or text) and I'll try to
find a mutually agreeable time for a
monthly musical get together.
Thanks & Peace, Sarah Rose

CRAFTY QUAKERS
We meet once a month on
Wednesdays,
from 7-9 pm, at the Meetinghouse
DATE FOR THIS SPRING t
April 18th May 23rd [4th Wednesday]
June 20th July 18th

AFTERWORDS

CRAFTY QUAKERS—

CLASSROOM
ForintheTHE
nextGARAGE
few months
Members of Wor7pm
ship and Ministry will meet after Rise of Meeting on Third First Days with any Friends who
wish
to share
any thoughts,
concerns,
3/26
4/23
5/21
6/18messages
or queries that did not rise to ministry during
Meeting for Worship. The sessions will take
place around 12:30 in the corner of the Meeting room. All are welcome.
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News from Woolman
There is a lot happening at Woolman at Friends
Center on our precious 236 acres in the Sierra
foothills in Nevada City, Calif.
The restoration of Madrone Hall is nearing completion and will soon house the offices, labs and
classrooms for the Sierra Streams Institute. We
are excited about collaborating with Sierra
Streams, the local Nisenan tribe and others as we
plan and pilot The Woolman Outdoor School.
Another new program, the Jorgensen School for
Nonviolence, is in the planning stages and will
support both budding and experienced activists
in carrying out nonviolent direct action campaigns. We have already begun working on
Camp Woolman 2018, and eager ly anticipate
the campers, ages 9-16, who will come and
backpack under the stars this summer.
Our Annual Report was released last month.
With all of the changes that have happened here,
we are sensing that we are entering a new era of
vitality. Your generosity helps us to take care of
this land, bring kids to camp, and design new
programs. We are deeply grateful to the many
Friends, near and far, old and new, who are
reaching out to support this work. Thank you!
Amy Cooke, Director
the board and staff of \

Woolman at Sierra Friends Center
13075 Woolman Lane, Nevada City, Calif
95959
"The best way to predict the future is to design it." -Buckminster Fuller
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Calling All
FELLOWSHIP SUPERHEROES!
Feel more at home at Orange Grove!
Get to know the Kitchen.

How to Host
Weekly Fellowship
in 3 easy steps
1. Sign up on the clipboard
after Meeting or go to
www.ogmm.org and click on
“Sign up—Be a Fellowship
Hero.”
2. Arrive 20 minutes before
either Worship or Adult Ed.
Using instructions on Poster
in Kitchen (see opposite), set
up coffee & heat water for
tea. Lay out mugs and fixings
in cupboards under Fellowship room shelf.
3. When announcements
begin, slip out of meeting and
set out food & drink
(provided by others or use
some in closet).
 Generally people start
coming at 12:15
 Start cleaning up at 12:45.
(Others usually join in the
clean-up.
 Leave by 1 pm.
STILL NERVOUS ABOUT
COMMITTING?

Talk to Camille Leon, and she
will hook you up as an apprentice to an Experienced
Fellowship Superhero.
.
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