Dear Friends,
On the morning after the election, I posted this on my Facebook page:
What I find most upsetting this morning is the absence on the part of the liberals (Of which I am
proudly one) that there is anything we can learn about ourselves from the outcome of this election.
About our own tactics of demonizing anyone who questions our agenda because WE have the moral high ground and that our careless use of pejoratives for the other side - reducing anyone who
disagrees with our agenda to a word ending in “ist” or “phobe” - might be counterproductive in the
end and not produce a world where I want to live, a world where every thought is controlled and
equity is enforced..
Do we have grievances and should we fight for them? Yes. We need to put our big girl pantsuits
on and get back to work. Should we dismiss the hopes and dreams of the opposition? No. They
won. They have a right to pursue them. Maybe before we start drowning them in “ist” words, we
should shut up and listen and see if we can understand them..
,Later on another page I posted this:
We cannot get to equity in this country solely through enforcement. We must change the hearts
and minds of those who are in the top ten percent and those in the bottom 25%. After I watched
the Republican National Convention, I came away feeling of that America had forgotten these people—and was told in no uncertain terms by the liberals of my acquaintance that their concerns didn’t matter because all it boiled down to is that they were racists.
This issue of the Orange Grove Record consists mostly of three articles which were written before the
outcome of the election, which still seems unbelievable to me.

In one Alexander Hopkins examines life in a socialist state, in another Kim Hopkins explores some
surprising statistics. In the last, republished from Western Friend, I talk about the media and hysteria,
which I think is in part responsible for Nov.7 2016, which like September 11, 2001, changed the
world.
Peaceably
Sharon Doyle
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It’s the END OF THE YEAR
Finance Committee reminds you
that OUR budget is made up of YOUR
Contributions.
Have you contributed yet to Orange
Grove this year?
Anything and Everything makes us
stronger and more secure as a
Meeting. Do your part.
No contribution however small
is unimportant.

FELLOWSHIP FELLOWSHIP FELLOWSHIP
FELLOWSHIP

ON THE RECORD
The Orange Grove Record is an evolving
project under the guidance of Sharon
Doyle. The goal is to become a voice for
the community—and to that end, everyone who wants to write something should
go on the Record! The Record is posted on
the OGM website, the SCQM website and is
emailed to the OGM list. There are about
30 paper copies available in black and
white in the library.
Beginning in July, we moved to a Co-Editor
system, with Peter Landau taking issues
from May to October and Sharon Doyle
editing from November to April We need
your input. Send idea and articles to Sharon Doyle—sedoyle87@icloud.com or to
ogmm.record@gmail.com

Do you enjoy drinking tea or coffee or soup after rise of meeting?
There is no more Fellowship committee—you are it!~If you want to
weigh in on the current non system, attend Dec Business meeting
where we will discuss it.
Please sign up to take responsibility for a month of Sundays and
Potluck. You don’t even have to be
here! You can recruit your friends,
and helpers Meeting is pretty
much getting under the weight of
cleaning up after fellowship, what
is needed most urgently is set up.

3

Are People Free, Are They Happy in a Social Welfare State?
by Alexandra Hopkins; July 9, 2016
As I write this, Kim and I are flying over the Atlantic
Ocean on our way home to L.A. We had an excellent trip to Amsterdam, Gothenburg (Sweden), and
Copenhagen. We used our summer vacation to
taste a few social welfare states. They tasted good!
We had
planned this
trip to find
out about
life in a social welfare
state. One
common
American
view is that
Northern
Kim and Alex take a break rom a bike ride
Europeans
have accepted economic security at the price of
their personal freedom. A big question for us was
whether we would feel oppressed and cramped by
over-regulation,
The trip succeeded beyond our expectations. We
had been able to talk with a lot of ordinary people
including many Uber drivers, our hosts in Sweden,
tour guides, and people we just happened upon.
Then, I did further research on-line.
Are we talking social welfare state or socialism?
A quick review—in socialism the industries, businesses, and real estate are owned and managed by
the central government. And the government is usually a dictatorship—a dictatorship “of the people,” of
course! The term “socialism” is sometimes interchanged with “communism,” but other times people
draw distinctions between the two.

On the other hand, social welfare states or just,
“welfare states,” are democracies with capitalist economic systems. Compared to the U.S., however,
they have high tax rates, and their governments provide considerably more services in a much stronger
social safety net.
Governments of the three countries we visited, the
Netherlands, Sweden, and Denmark, provide their
citizens with free or inexpensive healthcare, retirement benefits, assisted living care for the elderly,
and higher education. Unemployment benefits and
parental leave is much more generous than in the
U.S.

The out-there Danish approach to higher education. Not only is university tuition free for Danes,
but also students who do not live at home are paid stipends which cover basic room and board. The stipend
continues for six years and can be extended if earning
a Masters or PhD. Students who attend trade schools
also receive stipends.
I spoke with a Danish university student who was
standing next to me on a commuter train to Copenhagen. She was holding her baby, attempting to rock
him to sleep, Apparently, babies are the same the
world over—though loudly cranky, he had no intention
of sleeping.
The young woman told me with pride about the Danish system. She was on a one-year maternity leave
while continuing to receive a stipend. It took me a few
moments to understand what she was on maternity
leave from—her job as a student. Her husband, also a
university student, receives a stipend and works parttime. If they are like the average Danish student, they
will graduate with zero debt.1
In contrast, the average American college graduate of
2015 was burdened with $35,000 in student loans.2 If
both husband and wife are graduates, that’s starting
out in life with a debt of $70,000. I don’t want to even
think about those unfortunate students at the high end
of the student debt spectrum.
In all three cities during our visit, it was university
graduation time. Groups of young people wearing
school caps biked past us and filled boats on the
many waterways or sat together in cafes. They drank,
sang songs, and celebrated in a non-cynical happy
way that I don't see among college students in the
U.S.
Is it true about the Danes being happy? My husband and I independently ranked the happiness vibes
that we experienced in each country and, then, compared notes. Our rankings were identical. From least
to most happy: U.S., Sweden, Netherlands, Denmark.
When I later looked it up, I found that our rankings
agreed with those reported in the U.N.’s annual World
Happiness Report for the three-year period, 2013-15:
U.S.
Sweden

7.104
7.291
4

Netherlands 7.339
Denmark
7.526 (highest in the world)
These rankings are on a scale of 0 to 10. The differences in the U.N. report appear tiny; but, Kim and I
experienced these differences vividly.

mune. With 900 resiAlex near our Air BnB boathouse
dents, “Freetown
Christiania” is a major
tourist attraction. I should mention that this commune, with its litter, graffiti, and pot sales in little

Of course, I’m sure that there are plenty of unhappy
people in the cities that we visited. We were sensing
the zeitgeist in a brief visit, which could, no doubt,
hide a thousand tribulations and sorrows.
And what about Denmark and Sweden’s long dark
and dismal winters—what does that do to their suicide rates? I checked. All three Northern European
countries have suicide rates lower than ours in the
U.S. In the case of Denmark and the Netherlands,
the rates are 25% lower.3
How does it feel to have so much government in
your life? The level of political freedom in these
countries seemed as high as in the U.S., and in
some ways, higher. It’s true that members of the
Friends Meeting in Amsterdam complained that renovating their building could be a nightmare because
of all
Alex on one of the ubiquitous Amstedam bikes.
the
City
regulations. But, think what we in OGMM would face
if we were to try to renovate our Meeting House.
Some of you may be surprised to learn that the City
of Pasadena has designated it as a historic building.
Talk about a building permit nightmare!
Returning to freedom in Northern Europe….The
people we spoke with felt quite free. They did not
feel that their electoral system is corrupted by money. And their incarceration rates are considerably
lower than ours. In Amsterdam, prostitution is legal
and marijuana use virtually legal.
The citizens of Amsterdam, in particular, have a long
history of tolerance of people who do their own thing
(despite their mixed reception of Quakers who
sought refuge in Amsterdam in the 1600’s). “Doing
your own thing” hit a high point with the 1960’s
Dutch counter-culture movement. This movement
spread to Denmark and inspired hippies in Copenhagen to “liberate” an abandoned military base in
the city. The hippies built little homes and gardens
on the base, and even now, run it as a large com-

stalls on the main street, is far from any kind of utopia that I would want to live in and generates plenty
of controversy among the Danes.
Freedom House, a non-partisan, non-profit organization rates countries each year by their level of civil
liberties and human rights. It compares freedom in
each country against the rights listed in the U.N.
Declaration of Human Rights. The rating of 0 is
worst and 100 is best. Here are 2016 ratings4:
U.S.
90
Denmark
98
Netherlands 99
Sweden
100
In contrast, North Korea has a score of 3. I assumed
that this was the lowest rating until I saw that, on a
scale of 0 to 100, Syria was rated a minus 1 !
So, yes, freedom is thriving in Northern Europe. And
contrary to a view that is sometimes expressed by
Americans, these ratings indicate that the thriving is
more vigorous in the social welfare states that we
visited.
Tax rates out-the-roof. People in welfare states
have made the choice to provide everyone with cer-

The Dutch have learned the value of co-operation. They had to work together to
build their dikes. Of course, that doesn’t explain Sweden or Denmark. But, he may
have been on to something. A more co-operative approach and a more positive attitude towards government may be at play

tain basic services. This takes money. Here’s a comparison of 2014 tax rates6:
U.S.
Netherlands
Sweden
Denmark

26 %
37% (for 2013)
43%
51%

These are the percentages that taxes represent of all
expenditures during the year (GDP). While almost
everyone we talked with on our visit thought their taxes were high, they also felt that they got good value
for their money.
From our observations of how people in Northern Europe live, they are spending less on personal possessions than we do in the U.S.--few cars, smaller
homes, and less luxury in their homes. Disposable
income in these social welfare states is a lot lower
than in the U.S. But, it’s hard to make a valid comparison because in a welfare state, family income
doesn’t have to stretch to pay for services such as
healthcare and college tuition.
However, the average number of rooms in our homes
tells a tale: 1.8 to 1.9 rooms per capita in the countries we visited, compared to 2.4 in the U.S.7 This is
per person, so in a family of four there would be quite
a difference. No question that in the U.S., families
buy considerably more private space than in Northern
Europe. Very possibly, we are spending more on private goods, in general, and less on public goods than
do people in Northern Europe.
Why did these countries go the route of a social
welfare state? One of our guides on a walking
tour of Amsterdam who had spent several years in
the States explained that the Dutch have learned the
value of co-operation. They had to work together to
build their dikes. Of course, that doesn’t explain Sweden or Denmark. But, he may have been on to something. A more co-operative approach and a more positive attitude towards government may be at play.
When the guide talked about the Dutch Parliament
shutting down for its three-month summer vacation,
an American tourist from Austin commented that the
country would only benefit. But the guide disagreed.
He said that it was something of a problem because
the government has important work to do. He, like
others we met, expressed pride in the services that
their government provides.
You can see it with your own eyes. If you have
not visited a social welfare state, you might consider

doing so. When we weren’t peppering Uber drivers with questions, we enjoyed the beauty of their
historic cities and their broad emerald green landscapes—yes, in some places, it actually rains
more than a few days a year. Of course, many
Northern Europeans think that raining every other
day isn’t exactly idyllic. Our AirBnB host in Amsterdam has laid plans to move to sunny Santa
Barbara.
Postscript…As we took our first steps back in
the U.S., walking through LAX, I saw Americans
with new eyes. I enjoyed the individualistic way
that we dress—so many unique and odd styles.
We’re
louder
and
we’re freer in our
motions
than are
many
Europeans. And
the Uber
driver
who took
us from the airport to our home was unlike any
we had met in Europe. I didn’t get a chance to
interview him--unasked, he told us his entire life
story as we drove the freeways home.
We Americans certainly offer something special
and valuable to our world. But other countries
have things to offer too. The trick is to open our
eyes, not buy into myths, and take the best from
what each country has to offer.
Sources:
1
“This Country Is Literally Paying Students to Go to College,” by Zeeshan Aleem, Policy.mic, February 10, 2015.
https://mic.com/articles/110302/this-country-is-literallypaying-students-to-go-to-college#.cnmdBbW2A
2

“Congratulations, Class of 2015. You’re the Most Indebted
Ever (For Now).” Wall Street Journal, May 18, 2015.
3
OECD Data https://data.oecd.org/healthstat/suiciderates.htm
4
Freedom House https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom
-world-2016/table-scores
5

OECD Better Life Index http://
www.oecdbetterlifeindex.org/countries/
6

OECD.Stat https://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?
DataSetCode=REV
7
OECD Better Life Index http://
www.oecdbetterlifeindex.org/topics/housing/
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Is the World Getting
Better? By KIM HOPKINS
When I was 20, I inherited about 15 rifles from my Grandfather. He had been an enthusiastic hunter. Every time I
would visit my grandparents as a kid, the mounted heads of moose, elk, deer and other animals unfortunate enough
to have encountered my grandfather would stare balefully down at me from the walls.
A few years after my grandfather died, my grandmother passed away. I inherited from her a case of Wild Turkey
whisky. She didn’t include the whisky in her will. It’s just that when I was cleaning out her house I found quite a
collection of both unopened and half full (might as well be optimistic about it) bottles in the basement, in the back
of kitchen cupboards and drawers, in the laundry room, in the study, even in a wall safe. Apparently she had been
quite the secret drinker.
I put the dozen or so unopened bottles in a box. The whisky bottles, along with the guns, became the core of what I
decided would become my “survival stash”. My plan was to gradually collect a stash of the things I would need in
case civilization fell apart. Over the next year or so, along with the sleeping bags and camping gear I already had, I
collected a wind-up flashlight and radio, extra blankets, maps, gas cans and a siphon for collecting gas from abandoned cars, and other odds and ends that would come in handy if civilization collapsed.
Back then, about 1975, there were plenty of things to worry about. Overpopulation, shrinking rainforests, oil scarcity, political revolution, economic downturns, increasing drug addiction, air and water pollution, rising crime rates,
the AIDS epidemic, war, famine, not to mention global nuclear annihilation. All of these concerns and more were
helpfully brought to my attention each day by a plethora of concerned newspaper reporters and TV personalities.
But after a few years I sold the guns and drank the whisky. The news hadn’t gotten any better; but, on the other
hand, civilization was still around and seemed to be doing just fine. At some point I realized that I didn’t want to
live in a world where I would need to barter guns and whisky for gas and food. So, rather than putting my energy
into preparing for a collapsing civilization I decided instead to cast my lot with civilization and do what I could to
help improve the world I lived in. It’s been 40 years since then and I’m happy I bet on civilization.
Here’s something interesting that many people may not realize: Despite all the information we get daily from TV,
radio, newspapers and the internet, by almost every measurable standard the world is getting better. As a planetary
civilization, we are living in the most peaceful and prosperous time in history. With all the bad news we’re exposed
to this may seem improbable. But, nevertheless, it’s true.

On the following pages are three graphs showing how some
major aspects of our world civilization
are improving:
SOURCE:World Health, Economics, and Education
1900, 1980, and 2012
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Is The World Getting Better? By Kim Hopkins

[Source: Courtesy of lkkj.com]

The world is rapidly escaping the clutches of extreme poverty.
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The world is becoming more peaceful.

If the world is getting better, why do so many things seem so awful?
Good question. I think there are three main reasons for this:
News sources focus primarily on bad news.

Earth is a big place. There are plenty of good things - and awful things - to report about every day. News providers tend to
focus on alarming issues for the simple reason that the average person is more interested in negative and alarming news than
they are interested in positive news. This phenomenon is known as negativity bias, which is the evolutionary trait that kept our
ancestors alive when they paid less attention at night to the pretty campfire and more attention to the glowing eyes in the darkness.

This human predisposition to pay more attention to alarming information has a huge influence on what is reported
in the news. If more people are interested in bad news, then that’s what the news media reports. Unfortunately, this
can give people the impression that there are disproportionately more negative things happening on our planet than
positive things.

News sources have greater access to bad news.

With our ever-increasing communication technology we are able to learn about things - both good and bad - faster,
from further away, and more often. If most reported news is bad, the cumulative effect can create an overlynegative view of our world.

9

People are actually getting kinder and more empathetic.

With all the strife and violence that happens on our planet each day, it may seem that people are becoming
more violent and less caring. In fact, decade by decade, country by country, our world is gradually becoming
less violent, more democratic and more supportive of human rights.
To cite a few examples, in the U.S. and in many other parts of the world, domestic violence, sexual harassment, animal cruelty, racial slurs, and bullying in schools are now considered unacceptable and are frequently reported in the news. None of these things would typically have been reported 50 or even 25 years ago because they wouldn’t have been considered sufficiently upsetting or outrageous. Ironically, it is only our increased sensitivity to these issues that now make them newsworthy.
The good news about bad news
One good thing about news sources focusing primarily on reporting bad and alarming news is that we can
learn about all the problems that remain to be solved.
Humans are good at problem solving. About 1 million years ago our ancestors got tired of being cold and eating raw food in the dark, so they figured out how to control the use of fire. Human problem solving has been
going strong ever since. On a cultural level, problem solving is typically a three-step process: 1. We discover
a problem. 2. We work on finding solutions. 3. We fix the problem. Here’s an example:
We discover a problem In the last two years, we have become aware of many police shootings of unarmed African-Americans We
had such shootings before, and certainly the African American community was aware of it; but now, with the
increasing use of phone videos, as a whole society we have discovered that we have the problem.
We work on finding solutions Ideas and proposals are beginning to emerge and to be implemented: Police car and body cameras, training
regarding subconscious bias, programs stressing police/community relations, and so on.

We fix the problem Hopefully, one day we’ll look back at today’s excessive use of force by police the way we currently look
back on yesteryear’s corporal punishment in the schools. But currently, even though we are starting to fix
this problem, it doesn’t seem like it because there is so much discussion of the problem. It’s just hard to notice that solutions are being found and implemented.
So, is the world really getting better?
In the year 1650, about the time the Quaker movement was born, England was considered one of the most
prosperous and enlightened countries on Earth. At that time it was illegal to practice a religion other than the
official state religion and, because of deplorable conditions, a prison sentence of any length was often tantamount to a death sentence. Children could be hanged for stealing food, criminals were tortured to death in
public executions, women were treated as the property of their fathers or husbands, and slavery was condoned by every country on Earth. War between the major powers was constant and brutal. Death for both
mother and child during childbirth was common, one in three people died before the age of 5 and the average
life expectancy was less than 30 years.
I think we can agree that conditions have improved dramatically both in England and worldwide since 1650.
Things don’t get better by accident.
In 1650 the literacy rate worldwide was less than 5%. Today the worldwide literacy rate is about 85%, with
some countries approaching 100%. Changing the literacy rate from 5% to 85% didn’t just happen; it took a
lot of effort and intention by people like you and me who wanted to make it happen and who put in the time
and effort necessary to make it happen.
This and countless other examples show how our civilization continues to improve, and will continue to improve. Fortunately for all of us - and for our future generations - there will always be a certain percentage of
10

individuals in the world who, with little fanfare or news coverage, are working alone or with other like-minded
people to improve conditions.

Despite numerous setbacks and failures, looking at our civilization from a historical perspective it’s clear that as the
years and centuries go by our world continues to become a kinder, gentler and better place to live. Yes, there are still
countless horrific examples of injustice, warfare, poverty and human rights abuses, but history teaches us that with
enough people aware of these things and working to fix them, we can and will eventually resolve every problem our
civilization faces.

The Quaker Legacy
Two years ago as a new attendee of Orange Grove Meeting, while I was doing research to upgrade the OGMM website, I discovered how many major contributions to our world civilization Quakers have made throughout the years.
Quakers have led the way in the abolition of slavery, women's rights, prison reform, honest business practices, religious freedom, education and non violence. I believe our world is a much better place because Quakers, throughout
the years, have worked so diligently and selflessly to improve the world around them.

One of my favorite things about attending Orange Grove Monthly Meeting is learning the many things people in our
Meeting are doing to improve our world. It’s both humbling and a source of pride for me to be part of a group of people who work so hard and do so much to make our world a better place. I’d like to take this opportunity to say that I
appreciate all the things you do. Well done and thank you.

This human predisposition to pay more attention to alarming information
has a huge influence on what is reported in the news. If more people
are interested in bad news, then that’s what the news media reports.
Unfortunately, this can give people the impression that there are disproportionately more negative things happening on our planet than positive things.
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TRUTH IN A TIME OF HYSTERIA
By Sharon Doyle
Reprinted from Western Friend, Fall Issue.
Before they were nicknamed Quakers, the early converts of Fox called themselves the Publishers of Truth.
But in today’s world of manufactured news, click bait, and iPhone reporting – What is the truth? No matter what news source you subscribe to, our media seem to thrive on hysteria. The world is about to collapse from global warming, ISIS, international bankers, too much control, too little control, the breakdown of the family, racism, globalism, nationalism, the fraying of our social fabric or all of the above.
Evaluating the truth of “facts” today is especially hard because the media are filled with compelling visual
images, some with sound and movement. The media thrive on images because they resonate with both
the intellect and the heart. They can sum up an experience in a way that a purely factual account cannot.
They can also defy analysis and support propaganda.
When I first worked as a writer in Public Broadcasting, I learned two things about screenwriting which
hold true for any screen - be it television, computer or cell phone. Lesson One: a complex verbal message
does not have an impact on the viewer unless it is accompanied by a resonant image. I was working on an
historical documentary about the school prayer decision. We were frustrated because despite many people sharing painful stories about the impact of this innocuous prayer, the message wasn’t getting across.
Then a producer found 1950s news footage of a New York State schoolteacher leading her students in the
disputed prayer. Accompanied by that image, the stories suddenly had an impact; the viewers could see
for themselves why the justices were concerned: a state employee leading children in a state-written
prayer contained the seeds of fascism. So, Lesson One: When you show people doing something, the viewer reacts, connects with and then understands the verbal message. Images help us frame and understand
the world we live in.
Lesson Two: I was writing a mystery series aimed at nine-year-olds. It was a rule of the series that none
of the criminals could be people of color. Advocacy groups have long understood the power of these silent affirmations of people’s worth. People with disabilities are featured in stories not about their handicap, but about their ability to work; women and people of color appear as judges and doctors; today you
see women in hijab working computers. The images in mass media can model new habits of perception.
Mass media can be also used as a bully pulpit. I wrote for a 1980’s series called Cagney and Lacey. The
show was structured to be balanced politically – Cagney veering right and Lacey leaning left – so that
when episodes considered social issues, they could explore all sides of a question. This was good for the
drama, but also essential to modelling change. If you don’t represent multiple points of view; you cannot
reach a mass audience; if you are preaching to the choir, you cannot model social change.
My first episode was based on my experience accompanying a Salvadoran immigrant who had been
threatened by death squads in Los Angeles. The episode introduced the fact that there was an underground railroad for undocumented political refugees in America to most of the series’ sixteen million
viewers. More importantly, the refugee population got to see themselves on television as people with
rights, as something other than criminals. The storyline was picked up by other shows and the public began to understand the plight of undocumented refugees through the eyes of their favorite television characters. When these characters began to care about the injustice and made decisions to help the refugees,
the audience was given a model to think about. Distilling an issue is something television does well. Like
images, stories and characters work on people’s minds and hearts.
Of course, it is not just the entertainment industry that uses the media to shape our minds and hearts.
From Hitler and FDR’s use of radio to the terrorists of ISIS and Amnesty International’s use of Facebook, political actors use mass media to win hearts and minds. The Kennedy assassination and funeral
12

What is Friends’ role in this hysteria? As publishers of Truth, I
believe we must learn to resist it. I invite you to check your own
newsfeed. If you are living in a sheltered bubble of liberal opinion, you may be contributing to the hysteria.

was the first public event to receive 24-hour news coverage, and with only three television stations
broadcasting in virtually every living room that meant that virtually everyone in the country experienced the same events together. Today, news events are broadcast live from countless different sources simultaneously and the facts and the frame of the story change. Consider the
slaughter of gay nightclub patrons in Orlando last June. The news coverage played out over a
weekend, and depending on when you began watching and which source you were watching,
the shooter was a Muslim extremist working for ISIS, a homophobe committing a hate crime,
a mentally disturbed individual, or a conflicted gay man lashing out. In reality, the shooter
was a human being, not a coherent constructed villain of a fictional story, and we may never
know what pushed him to act. That did not prevent the various media from appropriating a
provocative version of the tragedy to advance their own causes.
What is Friends’ role in this hysteria? As publishers of Truth, I believe we must learn to resist
it. I invite you to check your own newsfeed. If you are living in a sheltered bubble of liberal
opinion, you may be contributing to the hysteria.
In April 1995, I was working on a deadline and missed any television coverage of the Oklahoma City bombings. I missed the images of distraught parents, mangled teddy bears, and
blown-out windows and only read the news coverage. There was many messages that week in
Meeting for Worship. What struck me was how hysterical Friends seemed, how they struggled
with feelings of revenge and hatred, as if the incident had happened to them. I was moved by
the events, but I wasn’t hysterical – and I believe that was because I had read about them and
not been inundated with manipulative images.
That was twenty years ago. It is impossible to escape manipulative and manipulated images
on Facebook, Snapchat, Twitter, and Instagram. I watch as these images - along with click
bait headlines and misleading stories - get passed uncritically from person to person, because
people’s opinions are affirmed by them, and the sources are difficult to check. Who are these
writers, what is their agenda and what access do they have to facts? Remember facts? Why is
Hillary always frowning? Why are pictures of Trump so unflattering?
So I ask you again: Do you live in an opinion bubble? Do you only talk to people who agree
with you? Do you uncritically pass on items from VOX or Occupy Democrats? Because if so,
you are not publishing truth, you are passing around propaganda. Worse, you contributing to
the hysteria.
No matter who is sworn in as president in January, I believe that we as Friends, as Publishers
of Truth, are called to help heal the divide that so clearly exists in our country. That work will
require us to begin as we begin our meetings for worship – by detaching and waiting in stillness, in calm. Then we will need to listen openly to those we do not agree with. And then we
can try to speak Truth.
Sharon Doyle is a recovering screenwriter and writing professor and a practicing novelist and essayist. She has been a member of Orange Grove Monthly Meeting in Pasadena, CA (PYM) for 30 years.
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BULLETIN BOARD
On July 31 Orange Grovers gathered after
meeting to welcome our newest soul, THEO
- the son of Sarah Eggers and her husband
Jacob.
The celebration organized by Win Griffin
with Hannah Maximova and Estelle Stevens
who are our Flashpaper and Fellowship
Committee. Win had organized one privately
for Hannah years ago, and Hannah wanted
to pass the joy along. Gretchen spoke on behalf of meeting, and flowers were everywhere.
It’s a bit tricky to have an unprogrammed
Quaker Ceremony, but the happy parents and
faces say it all. We love babies in meeting and
Theo’s ministry has been truly pure, going
straight to the heart of us all.
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Wisdom Arts
Lab has concluded another round
of Community
Fridays. They
are one of Orange
Grove’s Best
Community Outreaches and we
support them.
Recently, they
lost a major donor. Can you
help? Talk to
Abira Ali about
donating

CRAFTY QUAKERS—
in THE GARAGE CLASSROOM
Wedmedays 7-9 pm
November 30
December 14th
January 25th
February 22nd
March 22nd
April 26th
May 24th
June 21st
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The wolf will live with the lamb,
The leopard will lie down with the goat,
the calf and the lion and the yearling together;
and a little child will lead them.
The cow will feed with the bear,
their young will lie down together,
and the lion will eat straw like the ox.
The infant will play near the hole of the cobra,
and the young child put his hand into
the viper's nest.
They will neither harm nor destroy
on all my holy mountain,
for the earth will be full
of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.

16

