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September’s Testimony: Integrity and Personal Conduct
Edited by Helena Harvilicz & Peter Landau
THE WORD INTEGRITY is defined as the quality of being honest and having strong moral
principles. But words are slippery. They are a poor way to communicate, but like Samuel
Beckett said, “Words are all we have,” which brings me back to integrity.
Another meaning for integrity is the state of being whole and undivided. Quakers don’t
tend to think of integrity in that way, unless they’re architects, but it’s foundational to our
personal conduct.
We can lean on moral principles and more than likely find ourselves wobbling and
unsupported, falling into a trap of self-righteousness and arrogance. Morality is also tricky
word, another moving target, and if you
aim for it you’ll likely miss the point.
Let’s take a situation and play
with it for a moment. Think about your
integrity in context, say your personal
conduct online. Of course you’re not
one of those people who rages
uncontrollably, denying the humanity of
others on Facebook and commenting
with smug superiority, digging a trench
in which to root yourself in opinion,
unwaveringly and without listening to
any voice of dissent that may shake
your stance. You’re a good person.
That’s road rage, or keyboard
rage, where you’re protected from others
by a virtual wall that allows you to behave in a fashion you would never accept in person.
People who act that way are bad, hateful trolls, but not you. You’re yourself online, a person
of integrity, who conducts themselves with principles.
Trolls have a bad reputation. There are, of course, the hateful ones who only shut
down conversation with personal insults and prejudices. But the good ones, the really
subversive ones, make the internet surprising and certainly are the main reason Facebook is
worth visiting. The internet would be a bore without them.
The future of creative narrative is online. The personas people create and then
provide a backstory and narrative around, interacting and improvising with others, is like a
great public theater with a plot ever evolving, organic and collective. It’s really fascinating.
But wait a minute, those people have abandoned integrity to hide behind a sock
puppet! That’s the irony of our age: we must wear a mask to
express our whole and undivided selves, to live with integrity. Not
Continued on page 2
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everyone who wears a mask is going to rob a bank.
Balderdash, you say! But hear me out. Do you walk lockstep with
others? Are your thoughts edited and polished to not offend? Is there
a true safe space where you can experiment and explore ideas without being shuttered by
ideology? Would you forgive a trespass, no matter how politically incorrect or hurtful?
There is no way for integrity to flourish in a climate where our every action is judged
forever, archived and searchable. Either we are shamed for our behavior and speech or we
filter everything we do and say to the point of clogging our character. People have lost their
Continued from page 1

To live without flexibility is to embrace dogma.
That’s not integrity, it’s patting yourself on the back
for your spiritual superiority at best and, at worst,
it’s a way to control others and make them live by
your standards of decency. I thought Quakers
weren’t required to take an oath.
jobs for making jokes on social media that have been misinterpreted. Read So You’ve Been
Publicly Shamed by Jon Ronson.
Without spontaneity and even missteps there can never be discovery. We will never
know who we are. There is no integrity and our personal conduct becomes a prison cell.
Do you think I’m exaggerating? I’m being conservative!
There are people I know who have two accounts on Facebook. One is under their
given name. It’s a placeholder. Think of it as a brand, marketed to a target audience, to sell a
product or image. Don’t fool yourself. When you’re applying for a job human resources has
done a Google search and has seen your Facebook. Better not have made an inappropriate
joke or shared a disgusting meme. Thank you, we’ll be in touch…
Then there’s the other account, a sock puppet behind which they can act and speak
without concern about business and big data and social justice warriors shaming them out of
existence. Who they are not is, oddly, who they really are. Their integrity is whole and
undivided only when untethered to their physical identity, which is just another word with
fluctuating meaning.
It’s not perfect. No, it’s a messy situation. That’s life. To live without flexibility is to
embrace dogma. That’s not integrity, it’s patting yourself on the back for your spiritual
superiority at best and, at worst, it’s a way to control others and make them live by your
standards of decency. I thought Quakers weren’t required to take an oath.
Maybe you should get to know the people in your meeting and give up on moralizing
judgement. You may find that the quiet person who you’ve never given much thought to is a
hilarious freak. Maybe we’re all hilarious freaks, which is okay, because Quakers can be so
reserved and serious that we seem to have more in common with corpses. Silence
sometimes equals death.
How do you conduct yourself? Do you think about integrity in context? It’s not about
morals, which are undefinable or at best impermanent, but about what you do in the moment
you’re doing it. What are you doing?—Peter Landau
Orange Grove Record
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Simplicity, Integrity and Sock Puppets
I FIRST STARTED USING FACEBOOK
while I was working in Jordan in 2007. I was
isolated and social media was a godsend, even
though my daughter informed me that it was for
her generation not mine. As most of my
generation had not yet
started using Facebook,
I friended a lot of my
children’s friends. I was
shocked to find out that
one of son’s friends was
married. It seemed
impossible (they had
just graduated high
school) and I hesitated
to congratulate him.
Instead I asked my son
about it. He laughed at
me. “It’s a Facebook
thing, Mom.” Kids thought it was funny/cool/
hip to list their status as married. Often the
people listed were their best friends and their
Facebook “marriages” lasted for years, only
stopping when the people actually got married.
(Or when their parents or employer
“discovered” that they were married – or
occasionally – were apparently in a gay
relationship with their best friend.)
It was a joke, but it wasn’t.
For me, though, I didn’t really get the
joke; it just seemed wrong. It was Facebook.
Wasn’t the point to show your face? Give actual
information. Even after seeing The Social
Network and learning how Facebook originated
with face comparison game which was
incredibly sexist, I still would assume that what
people said on Facebook was true. Perhaps it
was my hippie roots, but irony and deliberate
“ha-ha” deception didn’t strike me as fun. I’d
endured enough of it in high school to find it
distasteful as a grownup. This, I suppose,
Orange Grove Record

confirmed my daughter’s assertion that
Facebook was for her generation not mine.
Then I left Jordan and started applying
for jobs – professorships – and nowadays, they
do go to your social media sites to check you

out. So there was the whole episode of the
gagged stuffed bunny as Palestinian hostage to
explain. And people I knew were getting hacked
– which meant all the things they had on their
Facebook page from me and other people would
be vulnerable as well. I know people who have
to be careful professionally. My sister is a
journalist who gets a lot of hate mail so she
regulates her page and reminds friends not to
post pictures of her grandchild. And of course,
there are people who use Facebook and social
media deliberately to deceive. Authors invent
personas who review their books. People stage
political fights with themselves and win many
likes for their positions by being outrageous on
the opposing side. Something that appears to be
a reputable source of news is actually three grad
students holed up in Switzerland with good
clickbait skills. There was the case of the
mother who invented a boy’s persona to bully a
young girl who had been mean to her daughter
that ended in suicide.
So social media is
Continued on page 4
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a problem for
Elizabeth Doyle which I intended to only be for
Friends to wrestle
my students and not include any of my more
with. How plain do we need to be in our social
personal pictures. But it was too much work; in
media dealings? What constitutes integrity?
the end I wasn’t doing anything I needed to hide
Even if it’s inconvenient, shouldn't a Quaker be
from them. So I opened up my regular site to
on Facebook as he is in real life? Can we give
everybody because my life was my life. This to
into temptation and touch up our selfies? Should
me is my lazy Quaker’s version of integrity, I
we acknowledge our religious association in
guess. Like locking my doors, it’s too much
some way other than interest groups?
trouble to be careful. I am who I am. My Face is
I recently come across this something
my Face and I own it.
called a sock puppet. It’s a false identity that
So I can see the reasons for sock
you put out on
puppets, but I question
social media.
the long term effect.
What keeps us from being
There are more
Like a Facebook
our full selves in
unscrupulous uses
marriage it’s an ironic
of a sock puppet,
joke, but irony is
these communities?
the origin of the
debilitating, the moral
st
term is from con men and Ponzi schemes - but
disease of the 21 century. People become
for regular folks, a sock puppet is a character
terrified of being caught out, being sincere. The
who you invent, give a name, gender and
notion that my real self is a sock puppet named
history to and post all the pictures that you don't
someone completely different from me may be a
want people outside a defined circle to see. It’s a
joke, and a joke shared by those in the know,
safe place, that’s useful for people who like to
but it’s not in the end a healthy one. It’s like
drink and dance or groove to punk rock or
those put on/put down games junior high school
support Donald Trump, but don’t want everyone
kids who are still forming their identities play.
to know about it. I understand it fully. Facebook
Who’s in on the joke and who’s out is what’s
and other social media like Tinder, Snapchat and
important. Friends have always been known for
Instagram came along after I was working in
the tenderness of their feelings and expressing
Hollywood, but the prejudice against Christians
them openly. It is a great source of our power to
in Hollywood (or at least in the corner I was
do good in the world.
working in where all of them were perceived to
So I think the question is this: Facebook
be Evangelical racists) was so deep that I rarely
and other social media are easy and convenient;
spoke of being a Quaker. I certainly didn’t talk
posting there is celebratory and more and more
about my kids to these people. While my
of our social interactions take place or are at
husband was mayor of Sierra Madre, I kept my
least mirrored there and this trend is increasing.
political opinions strictly between myself and
What keeps us from being our full selves in
him. (And that wasn’t easy!) But now everyone
these communities? Can we identify the cause
is pokable. People tweet impulsive thoughts at 3
and the benefits of remaining hidden before we
am to their thousands of followers. Snapchat is
opt out of being our true selves? And if it’s a
popular because the posts disappear in time and
privacy question, a question of not wanting the
aren’t around to embarrass you four years later.
whole world to know what you're up, then why
When I first got on Facebook, I did set
are you putting it on Facebook?
up a separate Facebook page for Sharon
— Sharon Doyle
Continued from page 3
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The following contribution came to the poet in silence at her first meeting in more than 20 years.—ed.
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friday--missing work
By William Talcott
Calling in Sick: Poems
at the bus stop a blue
chevie pulls up hey
the man says I don't
know you but
if you don't mind
missing work
I'll take you to the park
and bludgeon you to death
okay I say & get in

William
Talcott was
a San
Franciscoarea poet
who
published
several
collections
of poems and died in 2006.

Every month with a fifth Sunday,
OGMM prepares food for Union Station
Homeless Shelter in Pasadena. This is
our crew from July. Kate chose the
menu, purchased the supplies, and
directed the crew. If you'd like to help
out in October, speak to Jean Lester.

Crafty Quakers Fall Schedule
COME JOIN US for an evening of
crafting and of course, lots of
laughter and relaxation.

•
•
•
•

September 28th
October 26th
November 30th
December 14t

Wednesdays, OGM Garage
7:00 to 9:00 pm
Orange Grove Record

5

The OGMM of the Religious Society of Friends

Sept.-Oct., 2016

Sunland Elementary Sunflower Mural
By Dylan Sylvester, Reprint Courtesy of CV Weekly
SUNFLOWERS IN SUNLAND – nothing is
more appropriate. And it seems that artist
Hannah Maximova agrees, as this beautiful
symbol is what she chose to use as the subject
for the stained glass mosaic title “Every Bloom
a Star” a mural that has been constructed and
installed at Sunland Elementary School.
Children returning to the school will
find the 36-foot-long piece of art that was
created as a beautification project for the
school and recently dedicated to Sunland
Elementary School teacher Eric Isabela.
Isabela’s recent passing has left a hole in
the hearts of the Sunland community.
Artist Maximova said that the project
could not have been completed
without the help of the community,
and was especially thankful to Debbie
Middleton DeJong for so strongly
contributing in the planning of the
project.
Other Sunland residents were
eager to give their time to help.
“Some days we had too many
volunteers and not enough tools,” said
Maximova with a smile on her face.
She spoke of the parents involved,
saying that they may have met through
the school, but were now working
side-by-side to make their community
and their children’s school a better
place.
The children were also very
intrigued by the work being done on
their school and were excited to watch
the process unfold. Residents were
not the only helpers involved, though.
Sponsorship and sup[ort from
Principal Lisa Dachs-Ornelas, City
Council Member Felipe Fuentes,
Orange Grove Record

LAUSD Board Member Monica Ratliff and
Assembly Member Patty López was crucial in
the creation of the mural. Home Depot, OSH,
and Merithews Hardware were also very
gracious in helping the artists obtain the
supplies for the piece, said Maximova.
As far as the idea behind the mural,
Maximova said she initially got the inspiration
from a song that spoke of looking at a field of
flowers and taking in the beauty of them all,
different as they may be from each other.
“All children should be seen this way,”
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Are People Free, Are They Happy in a Social Welfare State?
MY HUSBAND KIM, and I are flying over
the Atlantic Ocean right now, on our way home
to Los Angeles. We had an excellent trip to
Northern Europe—Amsterdam, Copenhagen,
and Gothenburg, Sweden. We used our summer
vacation to taste a few social welfare states.
They tasted good!

provide considerably more services in a much
stronger social safety net.
Governments of the three countries we
visited, the Netherlands, Sweden, and
Denmark, provide their citizens with free or

We had planned this trip to find out
about life in a social welfare state. One
common American view is that Northern
Europeans have accepted economic security
at the price of their personal freedom. A big
question for us was whether we would feel
oppressed and cramped by overly-intrusive
government.
The trip succeeded beyond our
expectations. We had been able to talk with
a lot of ordinary people including many
Uber drivers, our hosts in Sweden, tour
guides, and people we just happened upon.
Then, I did further research online.

NEAR OUR AIRBNB HOUSEBOAT IN AMSTERDAM.

Are we talking social welfare state or
socialism? A quick review—in socialism the
industries, businesses, and real estate are
owned and managed by the central
government. And the government is usually a
dictatorship—a dictatorship “of the people,” of
course! The term “socialism” is sometimes
used interchangeably with “communism,” but
other times people draw distinctions between
the two.
On the other hand, social welfare states
or just “welfare states” or “social democracies”
are democracies with capitalist economic
systems. Compared to the U.S., however, they
have high tax rates, and their governments

inexpensive healthcare, retirement benefits,
assisted living care for the elderly, and higher
education. Unemployment benefits and
parental leave is much more generous than in
the U.S.
The out-there Danish approach to higher
education. The Danish approach to higher
education is particularly noteworthy. Not only
is university tuition free for Danes, but also
students who do not live at home are paid
stipends which cover basic room and board.
The stipend continues for six years and can be
extended if earning a Masters or PhD. Students
who attend trade schools also receive stipends.
Continued on Page 8
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I spoke with a Danish
university student who
was standing next to me on a commuter train to
Copenhagen. She was holding her baby,
attempting to rock him to sleep, Apparently,
babies are the same the world over—though
loudly cranky, he had no intention of sleeping.
The young woman told me with pride about the
Danish system. She was on a one-year
maternity leave while continuing to receive a
stipend. It took me a few moments to
understand what she was on maternity leave
from—her job as a student. Her husband, also a
university student, receives a stipend and works
part-time. If they are like the average Danish
student, they will graduate with zero debt.1
In contrast, the average American
college graduate of 2015 was burdened with
$35,000 in student loans.2 If both husband and
wife are graduates, that’s starting out in life
with a debt of $70,000. I don’t want to even
think about those unfortunate souls at the high
end of the student debt spectrum.
In all three cities during our visit, it was
university graduation time. Groups of young
people wearing school caps biked past us and
filled boats on the many waterways or sat
together in cafes. They drank, sang songs, and
celebrated in a non-cynical happy way that I
don't see among college students in the U.S.
Is it true about the Danes being happy? My
husband and I independently ranked the
happiness vibes that we experienced in each
country and, then, compared notes. Our
rankings were identical. From least to most
happy: U.S., Sweden, Netherlands, Denmark.
When I later looked it up, I found that our
rankings agreed with those reported in the
U.N.’s annual World Happiness Report for the
three-year period, 2013-15:
U.S.

7.104
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Sweden
Netherlands
Denmark

7.291
7.339
7.526 (highest in the world)

These rankings are on a scale of 0 to 10.
The differences in the U.N. report appear tiny;
but, Kim and I experienced these differences
vividly.
Of course, I’m sure that there are plenty
of unhappy people in the cities that we visited.
We were sensing the zeitgeist in a brief visit,
which could, no doubt, hide a thousand

KIM AND ALEX.

tribulations and sorrows.
And what about Denmark and Sweden’s
long dark and dismal winters—what does that
do to their suicide rates? I checked. All three
Northern European countries have suicide rates
lower than ours in the U.S. In the case of
Denmark and the Netherlands, the rates are
25% lower.3
How does it feel to have so much
government in your life? The level of political
freedom in these countries seemed as high as in
the U.S., and in some ways, higher. It’s true
Continued on Page 9
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that members of the
Friends Meeting in
Amsterdam complained that renovating their
building could be a nightmare because of all
the City regulations. But, think what we in
OGMM would face if we were to try to
renovate our Meeting House. Some of you may
be surprised to learn that the City of Pasadena
has designated it as a historic building. Talk
about a building permit nightmare!
Returning to freedom in Northern
Europe….The people we spoke with felt quite
free. They did not feel that their electoral
system is corrupted by money. And their
incarceration rates are considerably lower than
ours. In Amsterdam, prostitution is legal and
marijuana use virtually legal.
The citizens of Amsterdam, in
particular, have a long history of tolerance of
people who do their own thing (despite their
mixed reception of Quakers who sought refuge
in Amsterdam in the 1600’s). “Doing your own
thing” hit a high point in the 1960’s Dutch
counterculture movement. This movement
spread to Denmark and inspired hippies in
Copenhagen to “liberate” an abandoned
military base in the city. The hippies built little
homes and gardens on the base, and even now,
run it as a large commune. With 900 residents,
“Freetown Christiania” is a major tourist
attraction. I should mention that this commune,
with its litter, graffiti, and pot sales in little
stalls on the main street, is far from any kind of
utopia that I would want to live in and
generates plenty of controversy among the
Danes.
Freedom House, a non-partisan, nonprofit organization rates countries each year by
their level of civil liberties and human rights. It
compares freedom in each country against the
rights listed in the U.N. Declaration of Human
Rights. The rating of 0 is worst and 100 is best.
Here are 2016 ratings4:
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U.S.
90
Denmark
98
Netherlands 99
Sweden
100
In contrast, North Korea rated a score
of 3. I assumed that this was the lowest until I
saw that, on a scale of 0 to 100, Syria was rated
a minus 1 !
So, yes, freedom is thriving in Northern
Europe. And contrary to a view that is
sometimes expressed by Americans, these
ratings indicate that the thriving is more

ALEX IN THE PARK WITH ONE OF AMSTERDAM’S
UBIQUITOUS BIKES.

vigorous in the social welfare states that we
visited.
Taxes out-the-roof. People in welfare states
have made the choice to provide everyone with
certain basic services. This takes money. Here’s
a comparison of 2014 tax rates5:
U.S.
Netherlands
Sweden
Denmark

26 %
37% (for 2013)
43%
51%
Continued on Page 10
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These are the
percentages that taxes
represent of all expenditures during the year
(GDP). While almost everyone we talked with
on our visit thought their taxes were high, they
also felt that they got good value for their
money.
From our observations of how people in
Northern Europe live, they are spending less on
personal possessions than we do in the U.S.-few cars, smaller homes, and less gadgetry and
luxury in their homes. Disposable income in
these social welfare states is a lot lower than in
the U.S. But, it’s hard to make a valid
comparison because in a welfare state, family
income doesn’t have to stretch to pay for
services such as healthcare and college tuition.
The average number of rooms in a
home may tell a tale: 1.8 to 1.9 rooms per
capita in the countries we visited, compared to
2.4 in the U.S.6 This is per person, so in a
family of four there would be quite a
difference. No question that in the U.S.,
families buy considerably more private space
than in Northern Europe. Very possibly, we in
the U.S. are spending more on private goods,
on average, and less on public goods than do
people in Northern Europe.
You can see it with your own eyes. If you
have not visited a social welfare state, you
might consider doing so. When we weren’t
peppering Uber drivers with questions, we
enjoyed the beauty of their historic cities and
their broad emerald green landscapes—as
Southern Californians, we were delighted to
find that in some places, it actually rains more
than a few times a year. Of course, many
Northern Europeans think that raining every
other day isn’t exactly idyllic. Our Airbnb host
in Amsterdam has laid plans to move to sunny
Santa Barbara.
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Postscript…As we took our first steps back in
the U.S., walking through L.A. International
Airport, I saw Americans with new eyes. I
enjoyed the individualistic way that we dress—
so many unique and odd styles. Whatever the
realities of political freedom, we’re louder and
we’re freer in our motions than are many
Europeans. And the Uber driver who took us
from the airport to our home was unlike any we
had met in Europe. I didn’t get a chance to
interview him--unasked, he told us his entire
life story as we drove the freeways home.
We Americans certainly offer
something special and valuable to our world.
But other countries have things to offer too.
The trick is to open our eyes, not buy into
myths, and take the best from what each
country has to offer.

Sources:
1

“This Country Is Literally Paying Students to Go to
College,” by Zeeshan Aleem, Policy.mic, February 10,
2015. https://mic.com/articles/110302/this-country-isliterally-paying-students-to-go-to-college#.cnmdBbW2A
2 “Congratulations, Class of 2015. You’re the Most
Indebted Ever (For Now).” by Jeffrey Sparshott, Wall
Street Journal, May 8, 2015. http://blogs.wsj.com/
economics/2015/05/08/congratulations-class-of-2015youre-the-most-indebted-ever-for-now/
3

OECD Data “Suicide Rates, Table” https://
data.oecd.org/healthstat/suicide-rates.htm
4 Freedom

House “Freedom in the World 2016, Table of
Country Scores” https://freedomhouse.org/report/
freedom-world-2016/table-scores
5 OECD.Stat “Tax Revenue as Percent of GDP”
https://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?DataSetCode=REV
6 OECD

Better Life Index “Housing in Detail by
Country” http://www.oecdbetterlifeindex.org/topics/
housing/
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Hodge, the Cat
Burly and big, among his books,
Good Samuel Johnson sat,
With frowning brows and wig askew,
His snuff-strewn waistcoat far from new;
So stern and menacing his air,
That neither Black Sam, nor the maid
To knock or interrupt him dare;
Yet close beside him, unafraid,
Sat Hodge, the cat.
"This participle," the Doctor wrote,
"The modern scholar cavils at,
But," - even as he penned the word,
A soft, protesting note was heard;
The Doctor fumbled with his pen,
The dawning thought took wings and flew,
The sound repeated, came again;
It was a firmer, stronger "Mew!"
From Hodge, the cat.
"Poor Pussy!" said the learned man,
Giving the glossy fur a pat.
It is your dinner time, I know,
And--well, perhaps I ought to go
For if Sam every day were sent
Off from his work your fish to buy,
Why, men are men, he might resent,
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And stint or kick you on the sly;
Eh! Hodge, my cat?"
The Dictionary was laid down,
The Doctor tied his vast cravat,
And down the buzzing street he strode,
Taking an often-trodden road,
And halted at a well-known stall:
"Fishmonger," spoke the Doctor gruff,
"Give me six oysters, that is all;
Hodge knows when he has had enough,
Hodge is my cat."
Then home; puss dined, and in a dream
He chased a visionary rat.
His master sat him down again,
Rewrote his page, renibbed his pen;
Each "i" was dotted, each "t" was crossed,
He labored on for all to read,
Nor deemed that time was waste or lost
Spent in supplying that small need
Of Hodge, the cat.
The dear old Doctor! Fierce of mien,
Untidy, arbitrary, fat,
What gentle thoughts his name enfold!
So generous of his scanty gold,
So quick to love, so hot to scorn,
Kind to all sufferers under heaven,
A tend'rer tyrant ne'er was born;
His big heart held a corner even
For Hodge, the cat.
--Susan Coolidge (Sarah Chauncy Woolsey),
1835-1905
Slightly edited
Sarah Chauncy Woolsey was primarily a writer
for children; she also edited a collection of
Jane Austen's letters. The tabby pictured above
is Thomas Henry, cat friend of Jon Bickley, a
sculptor who used him as a model for a statue
of Hodge sitting atop the Dictionary. It may be
seen in front of Samuel Johnson's house in
London.
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World Quaker Day, 2016

Friends World Committee for Consultation (FWCC) invites
every Quaker meeting and church from around the world to
celebrate WORLD QUAKER DAY (WQD) on October 2, 2016.
As the sun rises in each area of the world we want to
remember that Quakers are worshipping through every time
zone, celebrating our deep connections across cultures and
Quaker traditions. We are united in love and can accompany
each other on this special day that draws us together. As we
worship, let us hold each other in prayer and thanksgiving,
and let our hymns of praise resound across the world. Last
year a Friend from Whittier Friends Church joined us at Orange
Grove Meeting, and Sarah Rose and Shayne Lightner from our
Meeting attended worship in Whittier. We're exploring ways to
celebrate our unity as Friends this year. If you have ideas,
please Anthony Manousos know. Stay tuned for more info!

Orange Grove Record
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Orange Grove Monthly Meeting Retreat
Orange Grove Meeting held their retreat on Saturday July 9, 2016 at the Church of the Ascension in
Sierra Madre. The theme was “Tending the Holy, Building Spirit in Each Other.” Twenty-three
people attended. The morning began with worship followed by a presentation by Mary Klein, editor
of Western Friend. She presented two examples of situations many Meetings face and had us discuss
in small groups how we might solve them. It was a very effective exercise. The food was bountiful
and the fellowship over lunch and at breaks was deepened by our explorations with each other.
After lunch Sharon Doyle presented an exercise of discussing our names, first, middle, maiden and
last. This proved very helpful in getting to know each other better. After this Sharon Gates led us in
an “axis” activity. She gave us certain subjects and asked us to place ourselves on an axis of crucial/
optional and evident/ not evident. This led to much discussion as we clustered in one section. After
a break, Georgia Daniels led a group activity of silently constructing a newspaper structure and then
as a small group discussing the process and what each group made. We closed the rewarding day
with worship and went on our merry ways home.
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On July 31st, the meeting welcomed Theodore Osten Held with a beautiful ceremony honoring his
first hundred days of life outside the womb. Our hearts were overwhelmed with gratitude as Gretchen
Davis read a blessing invoking the four elements, earth, wind, fire and water and reminding Theo of
both the gifts and responsibilities each of these elements symbolized. Linus, who was the last child to
be welcomed to the meeting in this way, helped by lighting the candle, sprinkling water, etc. After,
attenders and members who wished to queued up to drop rose petals on Theo's feet, tummy and head
and offer him individual blessings. Then, we retired to the fellowship room for cake and lemonade. It
was a most glorious day that I will cherish for the rest of my life.—Sarah Eggers
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CLERKS AND COMMITTEES
ORANGE GROVE MEETING – 2016-2017
CLERKS
Corres Clk: Claire Gorfinkel 16-18
Meeting Clerk: Robin Durant 16-18
Treasurer: Jane Krause 14-18
Asst. Clerk: Jane Krause 15-17
Recorder: Steve Rosenbluth 16-18
Minute Clerk: Cliff Lester 13-17
Archivist: Steve Rosenbluth 15-17
REPRESENTATIVES
AFSC: Arthur Kegerreis
16-18
SCQM:
FCNL: Anthony Manousos 15-17
SCQM Alt:
FCNLCA: Marco Rigau
15-17
PYM:
Friends in Deed:
PYM Observer:
- Gretchen Davidson 15-17
MEETING JOBS
COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE (Ad Hoc)
Database Manager:
Dan Strickland 15-17
Record Editor:
Sharon Doyle 13-17
Website Coordinators: Alexandra & Kim Hopkins 14-18
Ex Officio:
Archivist
Site Manager:
Edie Salisbury 15-17
Adult Ed Coordinator: Kate Carpenter(c/o Worship & Ministry)15-17
STANDING COMMITTEES
PASTORAL CARE
Co-Clerk,
Cate Wilson 10-17
Co-Clerk,
Kate Carpenter 15-17
Sarah House Lightner 16-18
David Mackenzie
14-18
Peter Landau
15-17

BURIAL COMMITTEE
Cliff Lester Clerk
--18
Claire Gorfinkel
--18
(Under care of Pastoral Care)
CEC SUPPORT COMMITTEE
Abira Ali, Clerk
16-18
Alex Carbone
15-17
Dan Strickland
15-17
Kindred Gottlieb
Children’s Ed Coordinator
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Pat Wolff 1/15-12/16
Shayne Lightner 1/16-12/17

WORSHIP AND MINISTRY
Clerk, Jean Lester
14-18
Sharon Gates
15-17
Sharon Doyle
14-18
Georgia Daniels
14-18
Chick Nelson
14-18
Vahe Shirikjian
16-18
FINANCE COMMITTEE
Betty Ann Jansson, Clerk
Blake Arnell
Cliff Lester
Mike Plank
Gavin Kelly
Ex Officio: Treasurer
LIBRARY COMMITTEE
Nina Rivinus, Clerk
Elizabeth Horstman
Helena Harvilicz

10-18
15-17
10-18
16-18
16-18

15-17
16-18
16-18
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PEACE AND SOCIAL CONCERNS
Nina Rivinus, clerk 16-18
Norma Pratt
15-17
Sarah Eggers
15-17
Edward Ferry
15-17
Peter Hartgens
12-18
Gavin Kelly
16-18
Michelle White
16-18
Sirgei Agalzoff
14-18
Ex Officio: Representatives of
AFSC FWCC FCNLCA FCL Union Station
Friends in Deed

Sept.-Oct., 2016

PROPERTY COMMITTEE
Jud Emerick, clerk
13-19
Lou Byerly
13-17
Pat Wolff
14-18
Ex Officio: Treasurer,
Site Manager, Resident Friend

RESIDENT FRIEND SUPPORT
Resident Friend: Phil Way
Nina Rivinus, Clerk
14-18
Bill Fowler
15-17
Jochen Strack
15-17
Edie Salisbury Site Manager

FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE
SPECIAL ACTIVITIES COORDINATORS (FLASH PAPER FELLOWSHIP)
Hannah Maximova-co-clerk 16-18
Estelle Stevens-co-clerk
16-18
Ex Officio: Resident Friend
First Day Fellowship Coordinator
Sept-Dec – Michelle White
Nominating Committee
Sharon Doyle Clerk 15-17
Blake Arnall
15-17
Bill Fowler
16-18
Christopher Wipf
16-18

The War On Christmas
has gotten so bad
Orange Grove Monthly
Meeting found this guy
seeking sanctuary at
our meeting house.
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Want to relieve the loneliness of a prisoner by writing a letter?
Dear Friends,
Would you like to relieve the loneliness of a prisoner without leaving home?
Currently, close to 10 of us in the Southern California Quarterly Meeting are
corresponding with prisoners. The numbers are growing as word among prisoners
is, apparently, getting out. Now, we have received more letters from prisoners who
are hoping that someone will answer them.
If you would like to become a pen pal and answer a prisoner’s letter, please talk
with Kindred Gottlieb or e-mail her at kindredg@gmail.com. To get you started, we
can give you a “how to be a pen pal” write-up.
I would like to tell you a bit about my
experience. I am corresponding with
two prisoners. Yes, it takes time, but
these prisoners are soooooo grateful
for the letters. And, I believe,
communication can change lives.
When we started corresponding, both
prisoners were in solitary
confinement. Now, they have both
moved out of solitary. One is taking
classes towards his GED and the
other has just become eligible for
classes.
I didn’t make suggestions that they
make changes to their lives. But
perhaps having a link to the outside
helps them to maintain the positive
attitude necessary to take advantage of new opportunities.
I write each of them once a month. I’m protecting my identity by using a pen name
and the return address of the Meeting House.
If you would like more information about how you can answer a prisoner’s letter,
talk with Kindred or e-mail her at kindredg@gmail.com.
In peace,
Alexandra Hopkins
For Kindred Gottlieb, Peace & Social Concerns Committee, Orange Grove Monthly
Meeting

Orange Grove Record

19

The OGMM of the Religious Society of Friends

Sept.-Oct., 2016

Orange Grove Monthly Meeting
520 E. Orange Grove Blvd., Pasadena, CA 91104
626-792-6223—since 1907
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