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§ LOVE AND UNITY

| One of our oldest queries is "Are love and unity maintained among you?" In the 17th Century it was one of the Quet
l Monthly meeting had to write a response to and send to the General Yearly Meetings of Friends, or Children of Ligt
A : ;\ sometimes called themselves in those days. In Pacific Yearly Meeting, Unity is one of our testimonies..
000 @
",* “,5‘ The fact that unity is one of our testimonies is a testament to early friends and their experience. For a thougaad ye:
#{&% had not been encouraged to make their own religion up. There was only ofiet@h@atholic Church of Rome. And
Unity meant unison: We all sing the same songs and worship God with the same prayers, led by men anointed to d
is what makes our religion strong. When Protestantism began to question the authority of the Catholic Church, ordir
began to get the notion that they could have opiowi
what Peter says, and Paul, but what canst Thou sag ?
going to get a lot of different answers. And, as well, you are going to get people thinking that what they saly matters
Quakers were scorned because they were tradesmen and not trained clergymen. But this was an issue inside mee
M From the very beginning Quakers struggled with auth
Wl erso of London, for instance, who resisted Fox, an
R between gifted ministerBox, Naylor, Penn and others. There were people who were smitten with the spirit and ran ¢
& did strange and wonderful things in the name of Quakers. Going naked in the market place to remind people of our
H Fox and others strove to distance themselves from the extreme, yet individual inspiration could not be discounted.
was counseled by everyone she knew to remain safe in Rhode Island but she kept being called to return to Massac
ending up changing the world by dying for her religious freedom.

B Maintaining Unity and Love is not an easy pradtiwd. sounds groovy, like petmesWoodstock, but it is anything but.
fQuakers are some of the most opinionated and indivVvi
®Friend once said to me, ol |l ove Everyone, but | don

In the end, the authority for what we do as a meeting comes from the Spirit, often through individual inspiratiberfirst,
& the community finding unity on an action. Sometimes it is instantaneous, but more often it is a long struggle becaus
meaningful to you may be anathema to me. Sometimes unity can take years, as it did with the issue of slavery. Hac
meeting maintain unity while engaged in such a struggle?

W Well, there you have the genius of the query. Meetings are called upon to maintain unity AND love. Especiallyswhe
and feelings are in conflict, we are called to reach out to the Child of God in each other. The part that is Eteyeral anc
¥ our individual insights. Just a few days ago, | was at a meeting and the group was struggling with a recommaeandatic
§ more we talked the more our lack of unity on the issue underlying the question became painfully apparent. | even g
annoyed with some of the opinions expressed, but it did not affect my love for the people expressing those opinions
taining love AND unity, and not deferring the maintenance, skating along and hoping the problem will resolve niself,
way a meeting can continue to grow as a spiritual group with no anointed spiritual authority.

Later in this issue, |l 6ve posted the Epistl e frdnm dts
amazing what hasndt changed. Sharon Doyle.

Orange Grove Monthly Meeting
520 East Orange Grove Blvd, Pasadena, CA 91104 626-792-6223
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ICJUP VIGIL Following the shooting in Orlando
A MESSAGE FROM ANTHONY MANOUSOS
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am here with my friends in the interfaith
and in solidarity with Muslims who are as
sl im Public Affairs Council ( MPAC) has not
s calledtondbosatemél ood to aid the iIinjured
r al | those affected by this mass shooting
w. )

stand here with people of <consci eangcaei,n spte oap
rms of violence and bigotry. Gun violence,
should not tolerate intol erance,Prwehseitdnheenrt
ndi date who says MUslliams hsaht ewsl d sbe nmgdt a aé |
untry.

stand here as a Quaker and as a Christian
nce. For the past fifteen years, | have f a
slim friends and neighbors. I have vowed t
| estine and the Middle East. Through fast.:i
r disl:essed are those who halregerusamd dtohuibrl £t o
rk for jJjustice and oppose all forms of ©big
ed in vain

Al | ow®Nieksk i Giovanni

ALLOWABLES

I killed a spider

Not a murderous brown recluse
Nor even a black widow

And if the truth were told this
Was only a small

Sort of papery spider

Who should have run

When I picked up the book
But she didn’t

And she scared me

And I smashed her

I don’t think
I'm allowed

To kill something
Because | am

Frightened
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GARY COOPER

“FRIENDLY
PERSUASION

FRIENDLY PERSUASION
(Thee I Love)

1) y
! WEESTER DIMITRI THOMNIN

From Daviked OQMoarnsgee Gr o\
Ti mel i ne.

Second Mont h, 1920

[From the Howel |l summar
The minutes of Second Month 1920 tell of the
purchase of a piano for the use of the First Day
School.

As most who read this will know, the room
which is still called the First Day School room
opens off the main room with wide sliding doors
between them and for many years we were ex-
ceedingly careful not to allow the piano to be
moved one inch beyond the line dividing the two
rooms. O Occasionally w
of an evening social gathering with music and
we would gather in the main room and listen to
the piano played just over the line.

It was really a very happy arrangement as we
had the satisfaction of adhering to our old tradi-
tions of Quakerly practice while the music came
freely through the wide doorway. There was al-
ways singing at the general exercises of the First
Day School. Today it seems that Friends sing
quite as well as Methodists, or Baptists or any
others, but as | recall it, in these earlier days
there was much to be desired from a truly musi-
cal standpoint. o
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