Early Faith and Practice
When I first came to Quaker Meeting, I came through improvisation. Not the kind done in comedy clubs where you take
goofy suggestions from the audience, but the kind that relied on a deep connection with the material, truly knowing the
character from the inside, building trust between the actors and giving yourself over to the process to create a story by
experiencing it. It was a kind of theater that sought to make a religious and communal experience for the audience. So
when I started learning about how Quaker Meeting worked—beginning in silence, allowing worship to spring up spontaneously with some very simple rules, working in community, everyone being equal - it all made perfect sense to me.
After about ten years, though, I began to wonder how our practice had come about. How had a bunch of 17th Century
tradesmen from the Midlands of England come up with such a radical way of worshipping God and organizing a religion? It is so simple and feels so true, but someone had to think it up, didn’t they? But for a long time, all we had was
George Fox’s assertion that “Truth Sprang Up in Leicester in 1644”and his personal testimony of the Christ within.
But who had the idea for a group of people to come into a room, sit in silence, and wait for something to happen? Who
first thought that everyone had that of the God in them and could be moved to minister? That religion could be improvised and a church could operate without a hierarchy? After 1600 years of Catholicism, it was incredibly radical not to
have a service prepared for the worshippers by an anointed minister. The first thing most protestant religions did was
establish a means of separating out the ministers and the elders from the flock.

In the last twenty years, there has been scholarship which illuminates the kind of conversations George was having with
people as he tramped up and down England in his long leather breeches and his shaggy shaggy locks. And it turns out
that the Baptists had thrown away the liturgy and were opening saying that servants and masters were equals. The Familists or the Church of the Holy Family had been talking about the notion of the Christ Within (as had the Lollards two
hundred years before them.) The Levellers and the Diggers were openly advocating an egalitarian society, with everyone
entitled to vote on their leaders and the laws that govern them. The Seekers were sitting in silence together until something came up from the Spirit. The Ranters believed in the inspiration of the individuals. There were lots of religions
springing up in the fractured 16th century. And all of them valued the Bible, but they valued the Spirit more. What
George and the Friends who traveled with him did was absorb these ideas into their own experience and transmute them
into Quaker practice. They were open to the movement of the Spirit, faithful to it, and learned experientially whether it
was right or wrong. They tried it and if it didn’t work, like the reliance on individual inspiration that the Ranters believed in, they tempered it.
When I realized this, I was a bit disappointed. As if it would be better if George Fox and his friends had invented Quakerism in an inspiration, like Mohammed getting a visit from the Angel Gabriel and being instructed to, “Read!” But then
it occurred to me that Quakerism was not an invention of George and his Friends, because if it had been it was would
have been a creation of man, the “Creature” as 17th Century friends would have said It was more a recognition of the
Truth which was already there. If other people had not thought these things, had not touched on a piece of this over the
centuries, it would not have had the same power. By remaining open to the Truth, operating experientially, the early
Friends found out what worked. And it is because Quakerism continues to evolve, that it continues to live. I don’t think

that we will sweep the world as the 16th Century Friends thought, but for those who are called, it continues to
be a practice which makes perfect sense.
Sharon Doyle
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Meeting Clerk: Betsy Emeriick

Committees and Clerks
COMMITTEE

CLERK

E-MAIL ADDRESS

Animal Kinship Committee

Kate Carpenter

animal@ogmm.org

Burial Committee

Cliff Lester

burial@ogmm.org

Children’s Education Committee

Robin DuRant

children@ogmm.org

Fellowship Committee

Gary Bagwell, Bill Fowler

fellowship@ogmm.org

Finance Committee

Betty Ann Jansson

finance@ogmm.org

Library Committee

Nina Rivinus

library@ogmm.org

Nominating Committee

Vahé Shirikjian

nominating@ogmm.org

Pastoral Care Committee

Cate Wilson

pastoral@ogmm.org

Peace & Social Concerns Committee

peace@ogmm.org

Property Committee

Judson Emerick

property@ogmm.org

Resident Friend Committee

Nina Rivinus

resident@ogmm.org

Worship & Ministry Committee

Jean Lester

worship@ogmm.org

Meeting Jobs
OFFICE

OFFICEHOLDER

E-MAIL ADDRESS

Email Announcements

Dan Strickland

announce@ogmm.org

Archivist

Sarah Rose House-Lightner

archivist@ogmm.org

Assistant Clerk of the Meeting

Jane Krause

assistant@ogmm.org

Childcare Coordinator

Kindred Gottlieb

childcare@ogmm.org

Clerk of the Meeting

Betsy Emerick

clerk@ogmm.org

Corresponding Clerk

Win Griffin

corresponding@ogmm.org

Database Clerk

Dan Strickland

database@ogmm.org

Minute Clerk

Cliff Lester

minutes@ogmm.org

Orange Grove Record Editor

Sharon Doyle

record@ogmm.org

Recorder

Steve Rosenbluth

recorder@ogmm.org

Resident Friend

Phil Way

friend@ogmm.org

Treasurer of the Meeting

Jane Krause

treasurer@ogmm.org
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MEETING ORGANIZATION
MEETING OFFICERS
Clerk
Assistant Clerk
Minute Clerk
Treasurer
Recorder
STANDING COMMITTEES
Children’s Education (suspended)
Fellowship
Finance
Nominating
Peace and Social Concerns
Property
Pastoral Care
Worship and Ministry

Children’s Education Coordinator (CEC Sup
(CEC Support Committee)
Corresponding Clerk (Clerk)
Database Manager (Communications)
Resident Friend (Resident Friend Support
Committee)
Site Manager (Property)
Record Editor (Communications)
Website Clerk (Communications)

HOW DO I..........?
Make an announcement?

Write it down and put them in the announcement basket
before meeting starts. There is an announcement basket
either on the table in front of the fireplace or in the closet
to the right of the library door. In it are helpful blank
forms.

MEETING REPRESENTATIVES
Pacific Yearly Meeting
Southern California Quarterly Meeting
FCL
FCL CA
FWCC, Friends in Deed, Union Station

Get something out on the email list ?

AD HOC COMMITTEES
Ad Hoc committees are generally under the
care of a standing committee
Burial Committee (Pastoral Care)
Library Committee (Worship & Ministry)
Animal Husbandry (Peace and Social Concerns)
Communications (Pastoral Care)

Request a clearness committee?

MEETING JOBS
Jobs are performed by individuals for meeting.
They are often under the care of a standing
committee or the Clerk of Meeting;
Archivist (Clerk)
Adult FDS Coordinator (Worship & Ministry

Find out how to join Meeting?

If you are a clerk or a representative, you can submit on
your own. If you aren’t a clerk , ask a clerk to do it for
you. Send it to announce@ogmm.org

Get something in the record?

Send an email to record@ogmm.org with an idea or an article. Record comes out ever two months.

Speak to the clerk of Pastoral Care or ask any member of
Meeting to find out if a clearness committee is appropriate
to help you. Email pastoralcare@ogmm.org

Get reimbursed for a meeting expense?

Look for the set of files in the Library. In the treasurer’s
folder is set of blank forms which you can fill out and
leave in the treasurer’s folder with the receipts. In general,
the treasurer needs to know who has authorized the expense: the committee and the clerk.

Talk to any member of Pastoral Care or Worship andMinistry or email the committee. There is a pamphlet on membership in the pamphlet rack next to the back door.

Find out how to join a Committee?

Talk to any member of nominating committee or email
nominating committee, or talk to the members of committee. Some committees have open policies on joining them;
some require a process.
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California Prisoners Ask for Pen Pals
By Alexandra Hopkins
For years, a few of our Orange Grove Friends have corresponded with prisoners. Recently, we’ve been surprised
by an influx of letters from prisoners asking for pen pals.
The seeds of this influx were planted during Christmas 2013. Anthony Manousos put some pretty Christmas
Cards in a basket in the Fellowship room and asked Friends to
send holiday greetings to prisoners in solitary confinement. I was
among those who sent cards.
A month later, I was surprised to receive replies in which two
prisoners asked me write back. Thus, through the innocent gesture of sending Christmas Cards, I was hooked into becoming a
pen pal.
I’ve been corresponding with the prisoners for over two years
now. I continue to write because I can see how important letters
are to both of them. Here’s a quote from Mando’s letter of May
10, 2015, written from solitary confinement:
“The contact to the real world, Loved Ones, is what keeps
me focused and has me in check J. I think twice before
getting into trouble or reacting negative….The positive
words, the fact that I feel a part of family and friends
keeps me wanting to do good. And I escape this world, I
get lost in reading or writing to you J. So, it’s WHY I can
take a lot of drama here....”
About a dozen Friends in our Meeting are now corresponding
with prisoners. And it appears the word is spreading. The Peace
& Social Concerns Committee has found pen pals for two recently-received letters but four more are awaiting reply.
Here are quotes that a Friend sent me from prisoner letters:
"Thank you for your words of encouragement."
"I received your most warmed and welcomed letter. Thank
you for your love and light."
"Thank you for all your love and also your support.”
One Friend e-mailed me:
“I am writing to two prisoners, sometimes once, sometimes twice monthly. One of them, Gerald in Florida, is of
many years' standing. The other is through the Orange
Grove project. That one, Rafael, is now taking a course,
namely, in sociology, and expects to get out of solitary
soon. He is very bright, eager for knowledge, and loves
art. So, I have encouraged him in pursuing courses. I often write my letters on cards having reproductions
from prominent artists."
My own experience in writing to prisoners has been heartening. When I started writing to Mando and Lowell,
4

they were both in solitary. They were both in gangs and, as a
result, had been in solitary for over 10 years. Lowell is a lifer
who was in Pelican Bay, a maximum security prison, and had
participated in the hunger strikes there a few years ago. In the
first year of our correspondence, the California prison system
vigorously stepped up efforts to move prisoners out of solitary
confinement. During this time, both Mando and Lowell decided to leave their gangs. That would allow them to begin programs for leaving solitary.
Now, they have both been moved out of solitary, and Lowell
is no longer in Pelican Bay. They are both finally being able
to take classes and work towards their GEDs.
Mando is a talented artist. I send him paper, and he sends me
drawings. His drawings illustrate this article. After I sent him
a photo of my beloved cat, Lizzie, he sent me drawings of her.
Yes, being a pen pal takes time, but it is an opportunity to
change a life by the simple act of replying to someone who is
waiting for an answer. We can make it easier for you by giving you some suggestions which we’ve written
up. For example, we have suggestions as to what you can
write about and that you use the address of the Meeting House
as your return address.
We have a number of letters from prisoners, including some in solitary confinement, which are
awaiting replies. If you would like to find out
more, please talk with Kindred Gottlieb, OGMM
Peace and Social Concerns Committee, or e-mail
her at kindredg@gmail.com.

Alexandra Hopkins, April 18, 2016

NOTE Captions for artwork: Mando, incarcerated
in Corcoran State Prison, works in pencil and pen.
He traces parts of the drawings and freehands others. I had sent him a photo of my cat, Lizzie,
which he freehanded.
5

AFSC IN SAN FRANCISC O

PHOTO:

Internship Update: Joe Franko Intern Elisa Oceguera
In January of 2016, the American Friends Service Committee
welcomed Elisa Oceguera as the Joe Franko Intern. During her childhood, Elisa’s migrant parents had worked hard physical jobs in California’s Central Valley to support their family. “Their sacrifice
equipped me with an orientation to support communities of struggle .
. . [as] a scholar-activist,” shares Elisa. But as a PhD candidate in Cultural Studies at the University of California Davis, Elisa noticed a lack
of community-based activism among graduate students on campus.
Through networking, she found out about the Joe Franko internship,
which related to her interests in racial and economic justice.
Elisa has been working with AFSC’s Economic Activism Program in San Francisco to expand the Investigate tool. The website –
investigate.afsc.org – was created to allow individuals to screen businesses profiting from militarization and occupation in Israel-Palestine.
With Elisa’s help, it now includes businesses profiting from the prison
-industrial complex.
The issue connects to Elisa’s personal experience as well as her
academic interests. Growing up, she saw a family member spend time
incarcerated, and witnessed how the “costs add up” firsthand – both
the financial costs of commissary, travel, and phone calls and the emotional costs of a family divided. “There [are] people who are bearing
the cost of the prison industry,” says Elisa. “I’ve been there.”

“I’m really passionate
about community selfdetermination and people’s ability to be autonomous … and live with
dignity.”

Elisa is energized as she sees a movement building to change this system. Within her first few weeks of work she saw the effectiveness of
the Investigate tool when she reached out to the Afrikan Black Coalition, a group of students who had successfully campaigned for the
University of California system to divest from private prisons. The
students expressed enthusiasm for the Investigate tool and wished
that it had been available earlier. Elisa hopes to work with the Coalition as they build future campaigns. Her ultimate goal, she says, is to
“have this tool be in service of the work … that’s going to hopefully
change the way we understand and know the prison industrial complex.”

– Elisa Oceguera,
Joe Franko Intern
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VOCAL MINISTRY
Worship and Minstry Committee is charged with a concern for the
worship in meeting. The rules of worship are simple: Come prepared to worship and open your heart to to the Spirit. Be open to
movements of the Spirit within you. If you are moved to speak, do
so. Speak only once. Speak briefly. Allow a cushion of silence between messages. Worship and Ministry supports the worship through
prayer ,trying to ently remind friends to be on time and prepared to
worship, with pampphlets and onwhat it is we are doing I this hour
and occasionally adult education. bOn Sharon Gates led an Adult
Edcationn in a worship sharingon three queries about worship which
was moing and deep. Anthony Manousos has provided us with this
thoughtful report on the session.

How Do I Know If It’s Really Ministry?

By Anthony Manousos

Our Meeting has been going through a challenging phase in which there have been complaints about vocal ministry to Worship and Ministry. In response, Worship and Ministry sponsored an adult education on vocal ministry, using a Quaker process known as "worship sharing.”in which each participant has a brief time to respond to three queries or open ended question on worship. These were the queries:
·

How do I determine if thoughts in my head are ministry or not?
·

·

What do I do before I rise to speak?

How do I know if my message was “right” for meeting? What indications do
I get either internally or from others?

16-17 people were present and everyone who responded to the queries described a similar experience: a feeling in the body,
such as a more rapidly beating heart, or a queasiness in the pit of the stomach, combined with a sense that one must speak,
that a power greater than oneself requires speaking out.

During worship, all share
responsibility for vocal
ministry. God may call
upon any one, regardless
of experience or education, age or gender, to be a
messenger. No one is excluded from the possibility
of such service just as no
one is appointed in advance to preach or pray at
a particular Meeting for
Worship.When someone
does offer vocal ministry,
Friends seek to be open,
notwithstanding any hesitations or imperfection in
the speaker’s words. An
unexpected message may
touch hearts, reveal the
wisdom from the Source,
and encourage the growth
of the Seed within.
Pacific Yearly Meeting
Faith and Practice

Some spoke of rehearsing what they were going to say before speaking, while others said they had no definite idea of what they were going to say, and scarcely remembered afterward what they said.
No one spoke of preparing vocal ministry before meeting for worship: that is clearly un-Quakerly. In every case, Friends said that vocal ministry arose spontaneously, and unexpectedly, during meeting for worship. Most spoke of resisting or at
least questioning the impulse to speak; and some said they were pleased when
someone else gave a message similar to what they felt led to give, or else a message completely different but more appropriate.
It was also interesting to note that very few were completely comfortable with how
they expressed their vocal ministry. Some felt that they didn't say everything they
were supposed to say, and left out something important. Others said they felt they
may have spoken too long. Another was concerned about being afraid of what
Friends might think of her ministry, but spoke any way because she felt God was
leading her to speak. Having been part of an Evangelical tradition where women
aren't often given an opportunity to speak during worship, she feels she finally has
freedom to give vocal ministry. However, she added, "It takes courage to speak."
One Friend confessed that she sometimes concluded her Spirit-led vocal ministry
with a joke that undercut what she was saying. "This is my ego speaking," she said.
One Friends said that he seldom gave vocal ministry, maybe three times in five
years, and he was nonetheless "eldered" because he used the phrase "as another
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Friend has said," in his ministry. The Friend who was criticized for using this phrase didn't seem happy about it. Another Friend
from Philadelphia pointed out that when she
was among Friends there, she was told that the
most appropriate response to ministry was to
say to a Friend: “Thee was favored,” meaning
that you were faithful to the Spirit.
When my turn came to share, I waited until I
became aware of my heart beating, which is for
me a sign from Spirit. I also inwardly heard and
repeated biblical passage
that often comes to me: "May the words of my
lips and the meditations of my heart be acceptable to you, O God." I said that my experience of giving vocal ministry is similar to
what others describe, except I used the word "God," which few others used. I said that when I feel a strong impulse to speak, I ask
for Divine guidance and wait for a response. I ask myself: "Is this message just for me, or for the whole meeting? Are You sure
You want me to speak? Should I speak now, or wait?" Sometimes when I wait, someone else gives the message I felt led to give,
and I feel at peace. At other times, someone gives a different but more appropriate message, and I also feel at peace.
One of the important features of worship sharing is that each person has a chance to speak their truth without being criticized or
challenged by others. As a result, there is a sense of safety and people usually feel free to be honest with each other.
I was pleased that towards the end of our session, an elder in our Meeting spoke up about the importance of being non-judgmental.
This birthright Friend from Philly generally doesn't say much, but when he does, his words are usually full of wit and wisdom. This
time he was unusually vocal, even passionate, in expressing his view that we should be accepting of people who give vocal ministry. We shouldn't judge. We should listen with compassion. Another Friend expressed similar views, with deep feeling.
I am glad our session ended on this positive note. I was reminded of how Paul
began his chapter on worship:
"Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy." (1 Corinthians 14:1)

Paul's phrase: "Follow the way of love..." speaks to my condition. People
come to worship for many reasons--some are going through personal struggles,
some are seeking God or inner peace, and some are seeking community. But
whatever our reason for coming to worship, I feel we need to "follow the way
of love." As Paul says elsewhere in his letter, "Prophesy will pass....Faith,
hope, and love are what last, and the most important thing is love." I felt that
by listening to each other without criticism, our worship sharing session on
vocal ministry helped us to follow way of love.

It must never be presumed that
because the call has come
once, it will come again.
Equally, if it has never come,
one must never think it never
will. Strictly speaking, all one
is called upon to do is to be
ready if called, and in this,
once more, the distinction between the minister and the ordinary worshipper disappears,
for in the silence … God [will]
choose whom he will. It has to
be said, however, that there
are meetings in which there is
little sense of divine leading in
the spoken ministry, but a lot
of reliance of what Friends
used to call ‘the creature.’
These flights of imaginative
fancy, intellectual preoccupations and emotional difficulties provide much information
about the ministers but not a
great deal about God.
john punshon, 1987
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A BOOK REVIEW
\

By Peter Landau

Buddha died after a bout of bloody diarrhea, but Buddhists don’t wear red stool
around their necks. Otherwise, the religion
that developed after the Buddha’s death
shares many qualities with Christianity:
conservative, staid and dogmatic. In his
new book, AFTER BUDDHISM: RETHINKING THE DHARMA FOR A SECULAR
AGE, Stephen Batchelor tries to free the
Buddha from the cycle of repetitive traditions that neuter his teachings.
Much like recent books on the historical Jesus, which exposes a radical Jew who was
only later made a deity, Batchelor interprets
Buddha for a modern age (secular having
Latin roots meaning occurring in a certain
age) by going back to the source text of his
discourses to find the seed of the real man
and demystify the iconic image that populates temples and T-shirts. In doing so he
finds a pragmatist, not someone interested
in metaphysics, who embraces doubt and
offers a way to live life.
Stephen Batchelor is known worldwide for his
work as author, teacher, and scholar of Buddhism. He has been a teacher at the Gaia House
meditation center in Devon, England, for twenty
-five years and is a contributing editor
of Tricycle: The Buddhist Review. His previous
books include Buddhism without Beliefs and Confession of a Buddhist Atheist. He
lives in southwest France.
Some twenty-five centuries after the Buddha
started teaching, his message continues to inspire people across the globe, including those
living in predominantly secular societies. What
does it mean to adapt religious practices to secular contexts?

Through a thorough explanation of Dharma
and the precepts and practice of Buddhism
as taught by the Buddha, to historical
sketches of some of the Buddha’s innercircle, specifically those who didn’t chose a
monastic lifestyle but engaged with life and
their communities, Batchelor paves a path
through the dogma. As Buddhism traveled
from India to China and Japan it adapted to
these new cultures and broadened its view.
The same thing is happening now as Buddhism embeds itself in the west. While all
the talk of arising and passing can sometimes read like a tidal chart, Batchelor has
lit a bright light for readers to follow in his
spiritual wake and discover a way of living
that is not fanatical or exploitive.
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SPRING CELEBRATIONS
PALM SUNDAY PEACE PARADE
Anthony Manousos led a group of friends and
Friends to march in the annual Palm Sunday Peace
Parade with the slogan of “We are all in the same
boat”

Annual Easter Egg Hunt

Toddlers were given a head start during the Orange Grove Annual Easter Egg Hunt. The Easter Bunny seemed to know just
where to leave eggs so that the toddlers could find them. Then,
the older kids raced outside to find eggs hidden in more challenging secret spots. The children’s hunt was rewarded with
plastic eggs filled with Easter candies. Afterwards, while eating
their treats at picnic tables, they dyed hard-boiled eggs in spring
colors. Children of both the Orange Grove Meeting and Friends
Western School participated in the hunt on the Meeting House
grounds on Easter Sunday after a delicious potluck brunch. A
good time was had by all!
(reported by Alex Hopkins)
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The FWS Cupcake business Squirrel Swirl made
$175 for the Afghan Refgee Girls School during
the Fair.

If Quakers don’t sponsor Friends
Education, who will?

Friends Western School is in the middle of
enrollment for Fall 2016. If you know of
any Quaker families with school age children, please direct them to FWS.
The Quaker Council on Education can offer
scholarships money to Quaker Kids wanting
to attend.
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD

SIGN UP!
ORANGE GROVE MEETING
NEEDS YOU! Many hands make light
work. We are trying hard to spread
around the joys of doing potluck, providing refreshments at rise of Meeting and
providing Childrens education.
LOOK for a sheet during Meeting for Worship or in the Kitchen.
DO YOUR PARTAND SIGN UP for soup,
dishwashing, coffee making, children’s
edification, snacks.
One week of service entitles you to
10 weeks of
GUILT FREE ENJOYMENT!!
Guaranteed!!!!!!!

RESERVE THE DATE
Orange GROVE
MEETING RETREAT

Saturday July 9, 2016
9:30-6:00
Ascension Church, Sierra Madre
Topic: NURURING SPIRIT
THROUGH COMMUNITY

A beaustiful day with beautiful
friends.
Don’t Double book it!

Our friend Frances Brown needs occasional help to get to
meeting. If you would be willing to meet her at the Lake Avenue subway station before meeting, please contact Cate Wilson on Pastoral Care pastoral@ogmm.org

CRAFTY QUAKERS

Crafty Quakers [CQ] is back! Are Back? Return? –
CRAFTY QUAKERS—
All are invited to bring your crafting projects and join inin THE GARAGE CLASSROOM
good fun and discussion. Some of the activities: knitting, crocheting, 7pm
embroidery, quilting, scrap book making, etc. etc. etc.

3/26 4/23

We meet on Wednesdays from 7:00 to 9:00 pm in the OGM garage.
The Remaining Dates are
h
May 25th June 22nd

5/21 6/18
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From our friends on Animal Kinship Committee
Bea the giraffe and Wilma the ostrich share a huge enclosure at one of the Busch
Gardens, and thus are not forced into one another’s company; friendship appears to
be their choice. One wonders if their both possessing long necks in a short-necked
world was part of what initially drew them together?
--See http://www.boredpanda.com/unusual-animal-friendships-interspecies/
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